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; ; ane SARTRE <1, 
SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGIOAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 


TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIO 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 1895. 


Tux most important features in the meteorology of December 1895 have been :— 


1, The retreat of the south-west. monsoon current in the Bay in December was 
attended with the formation of two storms. The first of these was a small cyclonic storm, 
but of decidedly severe nature, which generated in the south-east of the Bay probably on 
about the 9th instant, It subsequently advanced north-westwards towards the Ganjam coast, 
and when near Gopalpore recurved and advauced in a north-easterly direction into the 
north-east angle of the Bay, passing inland on the morning of the 12th a little to the west of 
Ohittagong, and it afterwards broke up in the Sylhet and Cachar Hills. The second storm, 
or perhaps area of stormy weather, commenced on about the 25th instant, in the extreme 
south or south-east of the Bay, and then advanced westwards, passing over the extreme south 
of the Peninsula ond Ceylon and over the sea area to the south on the 29th instant, and it 
afterwards advanced over the Arabian sea and disappeared. 

2, The ocourence of storms in the Bay in December is decidedly rare. Hitherto no 
storm has advanced from the south of the Bay into the north-east angle in the middle of 
this month, and during the present century no storm has been known to form in the Bay of 
Bengal in the second half of December. “Hence the meteorology of December 1895 has been 
practically unique in these two respects. 

8. The weather over the whole of Bengal was largely affected by the first storm, but 
the second storm was too far distant to do more than cause a rather considerable increase 
in the cloud proportion and in temperature and humidity. 

4. On the other hand the number of barometric depressions or cold-weather storms 
appearing in North-Western India in December 1895 was unusually small, and the depressions 
themselves were feeble, and only one or two of them were sufficiently influential to cause slight 
disturbance to the weather in Benga), and these disturbed conditions only brought a few 
unimportant showers to the western and northern stations of the province. 

5. On the whole the weather in Bengal in December was therefore fine and settled 
and of the ordinary north-east monsoon character, and for by far the greater part of the 
mouth the cold-weather conditions were rather strongly developed. Very disturbed condi- 
tions, however, ,existed from about the 10th to the 13th during the first storm, and very 
slightly disturbed conditions for a couple of days nearly at the close of the month, in 
connection with the second storm, but for the remaining periods weather was generally fine 
with almost cloudless skies, 

6. Rather heavy rain was received in East Bengal, where the fall has been about 
four times the normal amount. Small amounts of rain have been received in Bihar, where 
the fall has been little more than half the normal. Orissa on the other hand has been 
rainless, while the divisions of South-West and North Bengal and Chota Nagpur have 
received light showers, which have averaged only a few hundredths of an inch, and are hence 
quite unimportant. 

7. he mean pressure for the month has been in small defect at almost all stations, 
The defect has naturally been largest at the stations in South-East Bengal, through which 
district the small cyclonic storm passed, and it has here equalled from 0°025” to 0°033". Over 
the remainder of Bengal the defect has usually only equalled a few thousandths of an inch, 
In Assam also the detect has only averaged 0°009". 

8. The average mean temperature of the month has been in defect by 0°6°, and this 
defect has been fairly equally distributed except in North Bengal, where an almost normal 
temperature has been recorded. 

‘9, Humidity has, if anything, been in very slight excess, for out of eighteen stations 
eight have shown slightly defective amounts and ten slight excesses, Cloud proportion on 
the other hand has been more’ generally in excess, as about two-thirds of the reporting 
stations have registered amounts in excess of the normal and only one-third defective amounts, 

Fine settled weather of ordinary north-east monsoon character prevailed over Bengal 
at the commencement of the month, but slightly unsettled conditions were setting in 
over North-Western India, On the 2nd instant, pressure had fallen moderately in Bengal, 
though it was still above the normal, while temperature was also falling slowly, and the 
mean temperature was still usualiy about 2° to 4° in excess. Fine weather still prevailed 
onthe morning of the 2nd in Bengal, but conditions over North-Western India, and 
probably over tue Himalayas, were distinctly disturbed’ On the 3rd this slightly unsettled 
weather had travelled eastward and southward, and light showers were reported in Bibar and 
North Bengal and in parts of Chota Nagour, and ulso at some stations in the hills, A further 
brisk fall of pressure had ogeurred over the whole of Bengal, and pressure was in defect by 
small to moderate amounts, but temperature had risen moderately, and was in decided excess, 
Conditions continued slighty unsettled on the 4th,*and again a few -rain showers were 
reported in the same districts as on the’ 3rd, but pressure was commencing to rise, showing 
the disappearance of the disturbed conditions from Bengal, while a brisk fall of temperature | 
had occurred. Though conditions were thus becoming more settled in Bengal, a fresh 
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Mistirbance was affecting North-Western India. On the 5th the changes of temperatire’ 
and in Be were small, and conditions remained settled except in «the 
hills; where Gnatong reported a snowstorm, while the disturbance oveF North-Western 
India had passed away or broken up after giving hail and snow in the Panjab Hima- 
layas. On the 6th pressure was rising slowly in Bengal, while the temperature changes 
were variable, and weather was fine und settled except in the hills, where again 
Gnatong reported a snowstorm. On the 7th the pressure changes were small, but 
usually a fall had occurred. Temperature, however, was falling briskly to rapidly owing 
perhavs to the snow which had been previously falling in the Himalayas, and at the great 
majority of stations, except a few in the extreme west and south-west of the province, mean 
temperature below the normal was registered. On the 8th also conditions were of ordinary 
north-east monsoon character, and there were no changes of importance. 

The meteorology of the period from the 9th to the 13th was very remarkable from the 
fact that a small cyclonic storm formed in the Bay and advanced over a curved path into 
South-East Bengal. No similar storm at this late season of the year is on record. Indeed, 
during the present century only ten storms have boen known to form in the Bay during 
December, and no single storm has ever been observed in the latter half of the month. 
All the storms hitherto recorded have also advanced in a more or less westerly direction 
towards the Coromandel coast, usually crossing the coast line to the south of Madras. The 
great majority of the storms have also been fierce cyclones and usually of rather large size. 
Hence the coourrence of a etorm nearly in the middle of the month, and of small size, but 
fierce, and which has advanced from the south-east of the Bay over the Jarge part of the Bay 
area into Bengal is almost unique. 

From about the 8th instant conditions in the east and south-east of the Bay were somewhat 
abnormal. Pressure was in considerable defect over the whole of Bengal and over the Bay, 
the defect ranging up to the large amount of a tenth of an inch at some of the Burma 
stations. On the 9th pressure had again fallen over almost the whole area, the fall being 
Jargest iv the east of the Bay, and pressure became in defect by amounts ranging up to 0°15” 
at Diamond Island. Winds also commenced t» strengthen on this morning at the Burma 
stations, while skies were becoming rather heavily clouded all round the Bay and at some 
of the Bengal stations. It was therefore probable that disturbed squally and unsettled 
weather was commencing in the south-east of the Bay, though perhaps the observations 
might equally well have pointed to the existence of a storm in the south-east of the Bay to the 
south-west of Diamond Island, which was beginning to advance northwards up the Bay. On 
the 10th pressure was rising in Burma and falling elsewhere over the Bay and in Bengal, and 
the observations pointed to the fact that the area of disturbed, squally and unsettled weather 
was moving across the Bay in a north-westerly direction, though again no certain indications 
could be obtained from the observations at the coast stations as to whether a cyclonic storm 
existed within the disturbed area or not. On the 11th pressure was falling rapidly at the 
ceutral stations on the west coast of the Bay, and a rather severe barometric depression was 
approaching the Ganjam coast, and it is cloar that at this time a small but fierce and very 
definite cyclonic storm vccupied the centre of the depression, At 8 A.M, of the 11th the 
centre of the small storm appeared to be some distance from the coast and about south-east 
of Gopalpur, and the storm had therefore probably moved in a north-westerly direction 
during the previous twenty-four hours with slow or moderate velocity. 

Conditions daring the next twenty-four hours showed an extraordinarily rapid change. 
Tbe storm during the 11th underwent apparently a rapid increase in intensity, for the indica- 
tions at the coast stations became much more pronouuoed and severe. At 2 P.m. on the llth 
the storm centre had approached tolerably near to Gopalpur and was to the east-south. 
east of that station and had therefore ontinued its uorth-westerly advance. The storm 
then ceased to advance towards the coast, and as frequently happens with storms whi 
occur late in the year, or at the close of the south-west monsoon season, it rapidly recurved, 
and immediately commenced to advance with greatly increased velocity in a north-easerly 
direction, At 8v.m. of the 11th the centre of the storm was to the south-south-cast of 
Saugor Island, aud at 2 a.m. of the 12th it was some liftle distance to the south-west of 
Chittagong. The storm must therefore have advanced over roughly some 350 to 400 miles 
in the space of twelve hours from 2 p.m. of the 11th to 2 a.m. of the 12th, or at the rate of 
at least 30 miles an hour. This is a most exceptional speed for a fierce cyclonic storm 
occurring at this season of the year, if it is not indeed quite unique in its way. : 

The storm then continued in its north-easterly path, and at 5 a.m. of the 12th the 
centre was west-south-west of Ohittagong and comparatively near to that station, and at this 
time a pressure of 29535 inches only was reported at Chittagong, though the centre was still 
some distance away, Between 5 a.m.and 8 A.M. the centre of the storm had passed inland 
apparently betwoon Chittagong aud Noakhali, and at 8 a.m. it was well inland, The storm 
then commenced to break up in the hills to the north-sast of Chittagong, or perhaps the 
storm may have travelled on into Sylhet and Oachar and then broken up in the hills. 

The storm was apparently a very swall one, but the exact size can only be ascertained 
when full observations have bzen received and worked out. It was certaialy accompanied 
by very strong winds and particularly heavy sea in the Bay. Up tothe present time, however, 
few logs of ships havé been received, but in the case of the British India 8. 8. Karbela, which 
was never acwally in the storm itself, but was a long distance to the east and south-east 
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» ‘of it, in Phillips has reported that he experienced a “terribly high sea from 8. EB. 
+40§. WE-with aleo come terrific aqualle” of winds. ‘The chip Wasdérer-enmantmodithe 

‘small storm on’her voyage towards the port of Ohittagong, and the Captain of that vessel 

‘+ in his log thus describes some of his experiencos—“ }1 v.a. of December 11th. Storm burst 
into a terrific hurricane, blowing every stitch of canvas fore and aft off the ship and gear 
attached. High cross sea filling ship fore and aft, Thursday, December 12th, noon. Wind 
N.-W. blowing a hurricane with terrific force of wind with squalls quickly following each other, 
making it impossible to see any distance along the deck. 1-30 r.m. Fore topmast staysail 
of extra canvas that was lashed on the stay was blown completely away, 2-30 p.m. Cross 
jack lift carried away, and whilst securing yard five hands were injured by being washed 
around the decks, &c.”” These extracts are probably sufficient to indicate that the storm, 
though small, was one of very considerable severity, In its inland advance the storm 
gave heavy rain, Chittagong reporting 4°27 inches during its passage, and several stations 
in the Chittagong and Noukhali districts more than 8 inches, and again several stations 
in Backergunge, South Lushai Hills, ete, amounts of more than 2 inches of rain. 

The storm gave heavily clouded skies, high humidity and generally low temperature for 
several days over a large part of the province of Bengal, and in some other districts beyond 
those immediately in the track of the storm a few light showers fell, but on the whole the 
influence of the storm was much less strongly felt than might have been expected, probably 
mainly because of the very small size of tho area of strong winds. 

After the storm bad rapidly broken up, probably between the 12th and 18th, for on the 
morning of the 13th there was practically no trace of its existence, conditions rapidly reverted 
to those normal for the season. An increase of pressure of about a third of an inch took 
place at some stations in South-East Bengal, and on the morning of the 13th the cyclonic 
circulation of winds disappeared and northerly winds began to re-appear, and winds became 
lighter in force, Skics also began to clear, and on the 15th very little trace of the existence 
of the severe storm remained, For the period from the 13th to the 25th also the meteoro- 
logical changes in Bengal were of little importance, and fine settled weather of ordinary 
north-east monsoon character obtained. 

From about the 25th instant, however, conditions began to change in the Bay. On 
the morning of that day wind velocity at 8 a.m. at Diamond Island had increased to 30 miles 
an hour, but generally over the Bay conditions did not point to any disturbance forming. 
On the 26th the average velocity of the north-east winds at Diamond Island had equalled 
22 miles an hour, and the 8 a.st. velocity was 84 miles, or a moderate gale, and conditions 
seemed to point td disturbed conditions in the south-east of the Bay. On the 27th at the 
same station the average wind velocity had again increased to 27 miles an hour, and at 8 A.M. 
it equalled the large amount of 38 miles, while at the same time pressure was falling slowly 
along the Madras Coast and in Ceylon. Hence it was certain there was an area of squally 
or stormy weather existing in the extreme south or south-east of the Bay. On the 28th 
a fall of pressure excceding a tenth of an inch occurred at the stations on the South Madras 
Ooast; wind velocitics also increased rapidly in the south of the Bay, and winds were 
probably more or less cyclonic in direction. Hence a cyclonic storm, though perhaps of not 
very definite nature, existed in the extreme south-west of the Bay on this day, the centre 
being probably to the east of Ceylon. The small storm on the morning of the 29th instant 
was spparently more to the westward than on the 28th, and it was to the south of the 
Peninsula, while on the 30th it had again advanced westwards, and was probably in the 
Arabian Sea. It gave rather heavy weather in the south-west of the Bay for one or two 
days, when stormy weather with heavy squalls was reported. The storm gave very heavy 
rain along the Madras Coast and in Ceylon, and its influence was felt »s far north as Orissa, 
where skies became overcast on the 28th, while the"squally weather extended woll into the 
centre of the Bay. As the storm was rather widespread, it even influenced the weather to 
‘asmall extent in South Bengal, and on the 28th temperature and humidity were inereasing 
rather rapidly, while the amount of cloud had also increased considerably, showing that con- 
ditions were somewhat unusual and disturbed. 

The occurrence of a storm in the Bay at the end of December is most unusual. “During 
the present century no single instance of the occurrence of a storm in the Buy in the second 
half of December has ever been recorded, and it has been hitherto accepted that the storm 
or‘cyclone season in the Bay, and even in the extreme southern part of it, ceases on the Ldth 
of December, .Experience, however, has now shown this to be incorrect. A brisk fall of 
pressure with a distinct increase of temperature occurred on the 29th, but on the 380th 
pressure was recovering. A distinct increase in the cloud proportion occurred on the 30th 
and 31st, probably due to the gradual advance northwards of the slightly disturbed conditions 
due to the storm, and on the latter date also pressure was increasing by small amounts, At 
the close of the month conditions in Bengal were stiil slightly disturbed. 

Pressure:—In the first week of the month pressure was geverally in slight defect from 
the normal. This defect was largely increased during the second week owing to the forma- 
tion and passage of the cyclonic storm, and the general defect for the week equalled from 
about 0:08” to 0:09”, but at Noakhali it equalled 0:184’, at Chittagong 0°128” and 
at Comilla 0-126”, near which stations the storm passed. A rapid recovery of pressure 
then occurred, and for the third week an excess of 0°02” to 0:04” was registered, and 
from this time until nearly the end of the month slight excess amounts were usually 
recorded. For the whole month the variations of the mean pressure from the normal have 
been very onal and at the great majority of stations defects of a few thousandths of an inch 
have been registered. ‘The largest defects have been in South-Kast Bengal, through which the 





, and here they have ejualled about 0-025" to0-03", In Assam the defect 
i 0°009" only. Foe ee " le ha a 
Gysitee eM ature.—The mean temperatire of the whole eager of Bengal for December has 
‘been 0:6” in defect of the normal. This defect has been entirely confined to the night or 
minimum temperatures which have usually averaged from about 1° to 2° below the normal. 
On the other hand, the day or maximum temperatures have usually averaged a few tenths of a 
degree in excess of the normal. 
The general variation of temperature from the normal during the month is best shown by 
the following table, which gives the variation of the average maximum, minimum and mean 


temperatures at nine typical stations in different districts of the province, week by week 
throughout the month. 
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Rainfall—An average fall of L*34 inches has been received in Hast Bengal, almost the 
whole of which occurred during the cyclonic storm which advanced from the Bay. ‘This fall 
is about four times as large as usual in December. Lihar has received the next largest fall, 
which, however, only averages 0:10 inch, which is little more than half the normal fall. 
South-West Bengal, North Bengal aud Ohota Nagpur have received a few light showers, but 
the falls have only averagod a few hundredths of auinch, and have therefore been of no 
practical importance. Finally, Orissa has received no rain at all during December. 

The most important average district falls during December have been—Noakhali 3-66 
inches, South Lushai Hills 3°31 inches, Chittagong 2°67 inches, Backergunge 1'88 inches 
Tippera 1:34 inches, Dacca 0°56 inch, Faridpur 0°35 inch, Mymensingh 0°28 inch, Cham- 

ran 0°30 inch and Sonthal Parganas 0°22 inch, with falls of one to two-tenths of an inch in 
Khulna, Bogra, Shahabad, Saran, Muzaffarpur aud Manbhum. 

The following table gives in a tondensed form the summary of the rainfall information 
in Bengal for the whole year. It gives a comparison between the actual monthly and total 
rainfall of the year with the normal values ia each of the six meteorological divisions of 
Bengal, the actual falls being expressed as percentages of the normal amounts. Irom these 
figures it will be seen that all the divisions except Orissa have received falls much smaller , 

usual during the year. In Orissa a small excess of eight per cent. has been registered, 
the greater part of the excess falling in June, In all other divisions the falls have been in 
considerable defect, the deficiency ranging from 12 per cent, in North Bengal and Chota 

Nagpur to no less than 29 per cent. in South-West Bengal. In the last-named division 
indeed the rainfall throughout the year has been largely defective except in the single month , 
of April. 
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MerrororoercaL " -(/3lel3 pressed as a per- 
Drvistons. B f aio A re 8 5 FI 4 centage of the 
ais\& 2 FI 2 & |B £ | © | & | normal fall for the 
simlalaia [se | ala {2|O}A A period. 
South-West Bengal... | 44) 9 8 71 
North Be i we | 27.) 6 20 88 
Hast Beng iy 1 wy A 883 82 
Bihar ow | 71 | 88 
Orissa ~ 49 |101 
- Chota Nagpur 62 
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Divisions, 


Highest observed during month, 





North Bonga! . 0 seas | 83'D 
Bast Bengal =. wwe ss | BD°D 
Bihar eee ates | TD 


& 5 § 8 Lowest observed during month, 


South-West Benga! beh Fan! _ 
| 
| 








Deine emus em wee | ONT! 459 | 79S 437 
Chote Nagpur te wee wee ae | 82°8*) 44°0") 7a°2" 145 
AOE sees nee | BOK | 429 | 758 
= a * Daltonganj not included, 
Mereono.osicay Orricr, BENGAL, A. Pepixr, 
The 14th January 1896, Ucteorologioal Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 
t. 
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64° | 78°8 | 27°5| 513 | 592) 0438) 55:2) 74) ENE, calm and} 385 Nil | Coar, py 
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variable. 

» 6th |130'8| 90 +052 | 66:3 | 790 | 223 | 56[7 | 59-4] 418] 54:0 | 67 | NNW and WNW 58 » | Morning pet f 
cloudy, day ally 
night clear, 

» ith 1297| 92 030 | 642 | 76:5 | 229 | 536 | 571] '374] 509 | 65 | NNW and calm., 56 ”» Clear, 

» 8th | 1288) 98 064 | 631 | 763 | 233] 58:0 | 55:9] °353| 494 | 64) NNWandcalm..,| 62 vy | Clear, 

y 9th (1299) 93 050 | 616 | 75:7 | 25:9 | 498 | 54:7] B4z| 48° | 66 | NNW, WNW and) 50 Clear, 

1 ” Ue 9 
vy {10th |1263) 93 026 | 613 | 74°6 | 25-4 | 49-2 | 54-2] +328) 47-4 | 64 | NW by W, WNW) 56 Clear, 
and calm, : ed 

n» | llth | 1262] 91 025 | 60-4 | 751 | 27°6 | 47°5 | 532| -314| 46-2 | 64 | WNW and NNW 61 Cl 

| ” or, on, 














The mean pressure of the seven days... sae ess : 30-050 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office toe ope oes a ae 30°020 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine soe Set my One 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ose saa 755 
The mean temperature of the seven days. wee oor see 63:1 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ss see ove see eos 67-2 
The extreme variation of temperature... soe ove wae B15 
The maximum temperature ... ooo eos ane ae 790; 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour tee si sae a’ af 
° 
The mean relative humidity ... ses wee ane av é 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office ose se tes se 71 
+ "Phe total fall of rain from 5th to 11th January 1896 i ae NT 
Tne average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office Kee Kee sae ue x Ol 
The total fall from Ist to 11th January 1896 ove oe se ma 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
0-11 


Othice eee ses vee s00 ‘ins, 

+ Phe mean pressure, temperature, &ec., are deduced from the traces of thy Barograph and ‘Thermograph 
The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 


Kew Observatory. ‘Lhey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four feet 
above the ground. 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. 86 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. ae 
e hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in © 
the mn Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. ¢ 
‘The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 


‘The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 
am, dew; =, fog - 


Cc, ithe, 


: Mergorotocicat Orrics, Govr. or Ixpia, 
y For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 


Caloutta, the 13th January 1896, 
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803 |} 6th Jan.| 491) 10411 Jan.) 77°60 
78'4 | 7th * 485 /10th 76°) 504 
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«| Midnapore ...| 29°74 | 30°081| +:008) N 42 88/647 so2 710 ,, 08 

~ wa | Saugor Island | 30°002 | $0063] +013! WN we | voolmth  ,, seiuth , | 72] 661 | ee 

| Oaloutta —... | 80208 | $0071 | +°012 | NWiy “8 M8 |6&7 ,, 477 | 1th ,, 707) 15 | 64 
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4 Darjecling “4 Darjeeling ,,. | 28043) — +017 Caimi 51 65°2 | oth ma 33°9 | loth =, 508) go9 | 439 
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ff Kuch Bihar ww sescta 

eon Rangpur oe oo | Rangpur ,,. | 30°008 | 80°095 | +028) NNB 29 W7'4\6th =, 0) gin, 797) are} es 
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* Mean of 6 days. 
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SRSA ARR * } "i 7 ‘ 
Y OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
’ TAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8am., SATURDAY 
THE lirs OF JANUARY 1896. 


Fine settled weather of ordinary north-east monsoon character has prevailed over 
_ Bengal for the whole of the week under review, and the meteorological changes which have 

occurred from day to day have been of the small oscillatory character common during such 
periods. On the 5th instant, or the first day of the week, pressure had risen slowly to 
moderately over the whole province, and had become in moderate excess. Tomporature had 
also generally increased, but the mean was below the normal over the western half of the 
province, and above it at the eastern and north-eastern stations, though the day temperatures 
were decidedly higher and the night much lower than usual, and the defects in the minimum 
temperatures ranged up to from 4° to 6° at a few stations, On the 6th pressure was falling 
slowly, while temperature was increasing rather briskly ; but this increase ceased on the 7th 
and 8tb, and was replaced by a fall on each day, while pressure continued to decrease slowly 
on the 7th and rose slowly on the 8th, The changes on the 9th, 10th, and 11th were again 
unimportant, though the fall of pressure on the 10th was moderate in amount, while 
temperature was usually falling slowly, Thus on the 11th the variations of the pressure 
from the normal were small, the majority of stations showing slight excess, while on the 
other hand the mean temperature was in decided defect, the variation usually equalling 
from 2° to 5°. 

Throughout the whole of the week skies nave been almost cloudless and rainfall has been 
entirely absent, and a steady northerly wind current of moderate strength has prevailed over 
the whole province. 

Presure.—The mean pressure for the week has been slightly above the normal at almost 
all stations, and the excess has usually equalled from 0:02” to 004.” 

Temperature,—The north-east monsoon conditions have again been decidedly strongly 
developed during the week, and the average mean temperature of the whole province has been 
1-2° below the normal. The defect has beea largest in Orissa and Chota Wagpur, where it 
has equalled from 2° to 3°, while it has averaged 1°6° in South-West Bengal, and the defici- 
ency has been smallest in East Benga), where it has been less than half a degree. 

The actual averago temperatures registered in the province for the week and their varia- 
tion from their normal values are, however, best seen in the table below, where the average 
temperature data for nine selected stations in different districts of the province are 
given :— 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 


























ending Saturday, the 11th January 1896. ‘ 
Be ee | & a as 8 rt ae 
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Patns Serhan! casa aah se 724 73°38 | +00 404 44 | —1°0 609 oo" 0 
Gays eS See 75°3 75'3 0 510 478 —3'2 63'°2 evs | =—17 
Purnea Soi A onl Steve wea os 146 70'S +19 478 467 Vl 612 616 | +0 
Heswitesh 0 em 72° m7 | —07 9 482 | 17 61a ooo | —18 
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Rainfall has been entirely absent from the province throughout the week, 


Merxorotocican Orrior, Benoa, 
The 14th January 1896, 


* Daltonganj not included, 


Meteorological 
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A. Papixr, 
Reporter tothe Govt. of Bengai. 







mo IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 
Abstract statement showing Tollag 
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yam Ae eva 


Y 15, 1896. 





on Canals in Bengal classed as Major Works Jor the month 


of November 1895, as compared with that of the corresponding month of the previous year. 



























Tottace, 1895-96. Toxtace, 1894-95, 
Oanais. 
During the | To end of the | During the | To ond of the’ 
month. month. month. month, 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
Orissa Circle. Rs. a v.| Rs a. Pp, Rs. a. P, Rs. a. Pp. 
Taldanda Canal System 683 5 11] 10,782 8 10 256 10 6 9,274 2 8 
Kendrapara ditto . 9,634 11 6} 60,068 5 8 5,587 5 3]! 87298 7 8 
High Level Canal, Range I 1,308 1 8 7,906 12 9 686 5 0 5,062 4 6 
Ditto, » I] 85212 0| 1820 5 7| 1991810! 1957 5 3 
Ditto, 9 SLL 217 9 6 1,138 10 38 145 7 0 820 4 9 
Tajpur Canal 84 10] 21 6 8 33 9 9| 26613 6 


Total Orissa Circle ... 


~ South-Western Circle. 


Midnapore Canal _ 
Hijili Tidal Canal 


Total South-Western 








12,180 8 4] 81,968 1 4] 6859 8 4 58,974 6 4 


| 





10,827 11 3 | 83,942 8 9| 9,793 12 6| 80,357 8 9 
1,952 5 0} 60,229 12 0} 2722 9 3| 43796 3 3 















































Circle . 12,780 0 8 1,834,172 4° 9| 12,516 5 9 |1,24,153 12 © 
Sone Circle. 
Patna Canal System 1,711 15 8] 14,724 5 7 94011 9] 12,5682 6 8 
Arrah ditto «| 1,668 7 6] 12,518 0 9 941 12 0] 13,682 12 9 
Buxar ditto 791 1°91] 7,517, 2 8 586 4 6 5,141 3 9 
Total Sone Circle 4,166 8 6] 84,754 8 7| 226812 8] 31,326 6 98 
Granp Tora, ..,| 29,127 1 1 |2,50,894 14 8 | 21,644 5 4 |2,09,454 9 1 
Government Transport Service. 
bearer 7 5 7 eensaa, 1895-06, ad tig - aie 100496, - ‘ 
During the month, To end of the month, | During the month, | To end of the month, 
Oana, @ Fy 
4 z 
1s] # 
| n | 1s as 
Rs. a. P.| No. Mds. Rs, a. P. 













1,747 6 2| 10,544 | 10,289 |10,418 0 « 








Assessed Tollage Receipts. 








































Earninas, 1895-96. Earnings, 1894.95. 
Oanats. : : coatg Cee kn 
Duringthe | To end of the During the | To end of the 

month. month, month. month, 
: . A. P. Ra 4.2. | Ra al: 
F 96,009 14 8| 8606 9 6| 64,392 6 8 
tte el 83,042 8 9! 9,793 12 6| 80857 8 9 
Bil Tide) Canal ne 50,229 12 0| 2,722 9 8| 43,796 8 8 
“pune ts 34,754 8 7| 226812 3| 31,326 6 9 






















eee 


eee es oF 


IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. es 
Abstract statement showing Tollage on Canals in at classed as Mi Navigation — 
for the month of Howl 18965, itomarat'ea with that nie Se saad He of the 





previous year. 
Toxacr, 1895-96, | TotLacE, 1894.95. 
Oanats. ; 
During the | Toend ofthe | During the | To end of the 
month. month. month. mo 














Re, ca eBay ae Bs. 4. 3 Be Gian 










Calcutta and Lastern |. 


O: toe 89,830 5 0 /1,96,457 9 9 | 82,127 10 8 /1,66,728 10 6 
Tolly’s Nala 7,378 15 6 56,591 15 3 7,647 12 0 Pia 15 0 


— |———————_—_____|__. 


47,209 4 6 |2,58,049 9 0| 89,675 6 3 2,17,169 9 6. 


























Total 
Orissa Coast Canal ...| 5,244 18 6 | 62,701 7 9| 856818 0,| 37,3860 °8° 
Nadia Rivers | 8860 0 0 [201,718 11-0 | 10,557 8 0 [0a153 5 0 
Gna Tora 61,814 2 0 /4,07,550 41 9 | 68801 11 8 |3,60,700 14 0 
Oaxcurta, G. 0. Maconory, 
The 14th January 1896, Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal, 


OIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


seers return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 11th January 1896, 
as compared with the corresponding week of “ previous year, 











Wek BXDING SATURDAY, THE Wes evpine SATURDAY, THE 
lita JANUARY 1896, lt JANUARY 1895, 


NatTvuRD oy Caneo, 
Tollage, 


Numberof | Weight of Number of | Weight of 
"bosta, | cargo boats. cargo... Tollape,, 




























Mds.__ Ks, 
paddy on . 2,84,885 2,990,235 4,985 
Pa 7 = 95,525 104,160 |. 737- 
Firewood xa 108 | 63,126 64,425 $24 
Other articles e . 2,980 _ 





2,714 | 6,64,385 









ne rents Lk “ 
Statement of Goods Traffic in Staples carried during the four weeks ending 23rd November 1895, as compared toith 
PR aka VASE the same period of 1894, 






[—— 


Weight. | Proighi, | Weight. | Freight. | Weight, | Prevght 























, 
Mas, Rs. Mads. Rs, Mas. Rs. Mas," gay 
Coal & Coke carried for the public and f 
mifays se amt nee owe | 40,05,844 | » 5,77,696} 63,08,107 | 0,01,288 | 23,02,703 | —9,25,592 ee 
Cotton, Faw we oe tee tte oes 61,621 58,179 | 2,035,183 | 1,02,772 | 141,568 44,592 om ae 
Cotton, manufactured— ; 
1.—Twist & Yorn, Buropeem vw a 6,701 6874 4,401 4,401 ee rn 1,960 10s 
Briscoe ean ideas.) aa ota PET eu ase “En "2,906 400 1,086 
% ac Plecegore oan rt ight 30,350 19,969 29,469} "17,260 pa re gg “3,200 
ae Pe ina creating other than opiuxa aan ts 285 126 401 462 166 396 i 2 
@—Non-ntoxicating .. 10,906 6,442 12,730. 9,209 1,735 867 o. 
hg a ane eb lets 25,970 4,765 33,981 83,028 19,411 19,168 
—M 6,976 1,788 13,248 4217] ° 6,878 2,434 
&—Ontoh. 2742 1,026 2,865 1,421 128 
Purmerio ne ord 1ybes al? 2,165 1,681 
2 Pag Be 1,634 429 2,935 7] ol} 88 “G8 
L—Wheat .. ae wwe " 5,08,233 | 211,099} —8,75,302 | 1,381,000 ia 192,981 
in the setae 60,410 6,521 3, 1,608 ee 47,155 4,918 
8. Bico not in the husk “ bgtietr] shen | 00,758 ener 99,703 008 
4.—Jewar fr er ” . ' ,' 5 . 
ee ‘} 663,20 | —1,90,624] — 4,03;800 | 1, 00/248 90,861 
sede ee | 808/85 suas | Sano | ery 4,622 lg 
Hi and shins cattle Ab ade oe oy thie co v4 i ee . we 12.04 2,131 
Strep peed pean 2,469 1,764 2473 Tho 18 o{ Boil 
a ‘ 166,004 
1,.—Raw Ppt oe ee 58, 38,098 | 2,57,279 55,805 | —1,01,225 17,107 is = 
'—Gunnybagsandcloth a. ww 48,851 61,240 0 83,821 oe = 28,411 Han 
site ese” ae ‘Sr 20,084 6,989 35,726 11,633 14,742 4,644 - 4 
‘ par Rag Oh Dn Te ae 17,080 13,048 25,678 18,405 8,648 5,852 ie 7 
Leather, Manufactured oe ue tos 6,186 7,016 4,545 5,180 = oe 1,641 2,436 
Liquors— 21,651 8,668 
SBOE “sn ee ee ae wees ey Ferd 26,118 10,097 4,467 1,429 , . 
-” or oo oe o y 2,545 2.543 220 2 
ag! oe Sit Weil 4! aio fee 2,019 4546 3,078 5,64 1,054 1,098 ws “ e 
3,087 4,508 823 715 804 
5,108 1,507 3,088 2,786 1,220 et are 
1,198 1 1182], 1,100 66) y28 
12,834 6,801 15,745 6,038 1,411 135 Pa 
1,23,751 ase 100,210 70,485 Aco 9,853 ey 
, 0,904 
5,679 a0.) rs : aH 
1,065,510 62,794 | 1,64,171 199 on 105 11,339 
4,589 1,008 6,306 ber 817 ke pny oe 
8,507 1,159 8,323 1,160 oa 1 274 mes 
11,654 5484 12,680 6,074 1,126 8,000 we i 
1,08,147 29,263 | 211,597 44,898 | 1,08,450 16,635 és i 
1,120,401 40,607 86,189 31,087 pa we 24,212 9,080 
A 2,427 10,483 8,034 3,621 607 ie ea 
8,013 1,074 23,080 6,916 20,067 5,841 oa ai 
16 54 85 2 ww os 80 0 
Sin 13.64 Secs 10,478 oe 6,832 “818 mo 
i ose oe 
9,900. 6,974 40,451 62,416 89,401 43,440 Pe a 
11,591 ‘74e7 16,414 9,620 4,823 2,193 ~ 
* 5 31,808 30,598 85,222 $3,423 8,390 2,825 ra 
a 20,170 £83 8h 18,000 is 4,167 3,086 
- | Soira | gitar | Brae | aatsr7 | i,6s0 #850] 


ME sss i a 76,227 $3,502 | 1,210,852 62,752 34,126 23/860 med 
Delors neat re stock carried for the 
L= 


‘roilecays= 
6 Sr re engines & tenders & parte “ Pe ss 
sve trocks &partsthereot | ss a 1,485 348 Bis Mi a 
|| Stee! sete fal ein ae A 65,031 23,990 28,090 = ws 
i 7 or leh anata al Paes PE 48 “j,905 | 1,774 “jo0e| “bran 





. sor 1 
ae Rea gee ealicape' J cene:' elif COWONT 101,251 4,29,656 90,027 


oe 
} ian 40,379 20,068 58,219 22,843 8,840 2,775 nae * 
re substances ve oe 80,019 10,083 25,765 7,003 we on 4,254 2,970 
etre 4 tag Ian, BES ‘te 6 8 6 $l. ws 4 
AN anaes i tl! aes as 2,199 1,809 1,941 rs a 258 1,038 


: COPPA DIENT asl see! soso 8 bt 4 10 1 as a L 
So: Bend ie | ; 400 873 782 675 286 oe | aes od 









5.—Paints & colours 
pe aL 
8.—Others ... 


sano 











nF 














3,576 
8,333 2,630 
1,702 
, 79 903 
242,683 $,81,187 
11,686, 20,904 
1,92,087 2,665,202 
4400 6 
ae gm 
1,886 5,h6 
F-: r 
13 
19,510 660 
tes tes 5 
ie ist 
8,779 ot 
46,615 o 
33,728 oa 
6,63,680 “ 
96,85,282 fe 
620 
sa Ss Foo] Sage 
aay Be ee ra 
newer | cnteeeteiee | erence —_—|— | 
25,28,0568 | 27,290,093 1,42,25,785, oo ory 





T. Stpson, Assistant Auditor, 


Trarric Auptr Orvicz, Goons Division, Jamacron, the 7th January 1896. 


hiss JANUARY 15, 1896. 





eae Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 


RAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the last 10 days of December 1895, on 1,698°79 miles opens 











MERCHANDISE AND Mrvera 































































COACHING TRAFFIC. TRAvyIO, am Travyic TRAIN-MILES RUM, 
er enrnin: rnings,| — 
Number of | Weight (estimated). _ A wal £.. 
e 
passoukers, | Receipts, | ourried, Receipts. Coaching | Merchan- Total. 
Rs, A, P. Mops. 8. Rs. a.P Re. a. P. Rs, a. P. ‘ 
traflofor the period =... 853,231 | 4,609,383 1 0 52,890,378 30 | 10,65,867 15 47,512 0 O| 15,828,763 0 0} 118,21 
peaenbe gt railway ot hail Si 276 410 P "627 6 10) ie) ar ge patie opr 
b ot oon eee "7,888,336 81,046,828 3 0} +7,06,12,669 30 |1,53,93,906 7 0) $4,00,576 8 0 /2,39,99,311 2 0] 1,988,364) | 3,016,803 5,005,168 
Total for 263 weeks oe 7,041,567 | 85,74,211 4 0) 8,19,02,048 20 (1,64,59,774 6 0) 448,088 8 0 [2,54,82,074 2 0) 2,106,631} | 3,207,243) 5,318,825 
OCoMPARISON, 
Wi cesnioasiyer ed She 803,673 | 3,02,20913 2]  40,63,899 30] 881,17 77,1 
OUS Years, we ae f f 176 1 4 759 9 0 . 
See of railway correspond. O p 8 13,21,143 7 6) 100,230) | 140,477) | 240,714 
tap papod ot previous year ... eneeee 2711 7 ensaet 529 10 10 46 11 10 a | reno eer tots 
weeks of previous year + |) 7,297,757 | 79,06,869 11 11 | 7,67,03,821 20 |1,60,72,171 11 6} 4,06,051 10 12 |2,43,85,003 2 2,022,236) | 2,995,764) | 5,018,001 
* Added number of passengers 11,084.and Rs, 17,892 on account of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 23rd N 
jucted Mds, 3,12,440 and ,, 6,708 on account of ditto et . ditto . ditto a dit oe ae 
+ itto 1» 4,50,361 on account of rebate on coal. 
Added vy _ 3,860 on account of haulage of vehicles not inclnded in previous returns. 
Ditto » 17,117 on account of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the week ended 28rd November 1895, -—~* 
of Ditto »» 46,792 not having been included in previous returns, 
Deducted » 1,14,770 on account of mileage, demurrage and hire of vehicles to be credited to expenditure. 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approwimate Return of Trafic for the last 10 days of December 1895, on 22°23 miles open, 








MBRCHANDISE AND MINERAL 















































OCoacnING TRarric. TRAYPIC. TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
ee Ss _____ |Otherearnings Total cntmeaheng 
(estimated). earnings. 
ra Jusbu of Receipts. |Weightcarried.| Receipts. Coaching. Morcha Total, 
Rs. a. P. Mps. 8. Rs. a, P. Rs, A. P. Ra. a, P 
trafficforthe period =... 25,024 6,559 9 0 12,494 30 415 6 0 1600 7,080 14 0 1,027 
ile of railway ot hi panes 20810 Of ee 261 0 10 10 31611 8 seven 
hy weak « 0 
year *1,18,816 13 0 41,71,827 20 7,382 4 0 3481 0 0} 1,296,680 1 0 28,060 
"Potal for 20} weoks 1,25,307 6 0 83,892 10| 7,857 9 0 496 0 0) 1,93,72015 0] 29,087 
ComPaRison. 
ff xoceepontiny 9 
Mauer sot ous year : e 21,797 5,812 10 6 18,569 0 576 0 0 450 5,802 15 6 1,813 
Bile of way correspond- 
is period of may correspon see eaters 238.16 DO} sere 2514 7 o3si1 265 1 5 prone 
jot for correspond: 26 
weeks of previoas year ad 491,836 | 1,17,800 4 0 2,01,546 10 9811 9 0 oA 7 9} 1,298,216 4 9 29,409 














+ bite maunds number 4 t+ anaes 158 and me Ly on account of difference between the epiterinats and audited figures for the week endod 23rd November 1895, 
» ” 108 not hayjng been included in previous returns. 


— 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for t the last 10 days vf December 1895, on 161:40 miles open. 











Coacuixe Travric. MERCRARDIER AND MINERAL TRAPVIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
rs 



























$ Other earnings 
eee i Pace SE 
h Weight (ectimated), foie Merchan 
it el erchan- 
breton peeing Phen + | Receipts, Coaching, | Merehs ‘Total. 
Rs, A. P. Mbps. 8. Rs, A, Pr. Rs, a. P. Rs, a. P. 
24 1 0 112,221 10| 12,865 7 0 99 0 0} 84,588 8 0 9,160 7,508 16,728 
Samia te the peso Sesseadll Wine RTE Wl 4 0 9:10 4 410) aire oe iss 
or previous 24} ‘ena ft 431,003 | *3,00,500 5 0 | #19,80,888 29 |42,80,460 18 0 | $6,007 0 0) 644718 2 0) 104,50 89,125 258,687 








07,901 | 4,920,824 6 0}  14,02,559 80 9,52.995 4 0! 6,166 0 0| 6,79,30010 0| 173,722 96,093 | 270,415 
incase Pi aia 








16,186 10 4 1,00,600 0} 15,917 4 2 72 49! $219 3 8 8,365} 4,5708 12,9904 
9915 8 esseee 98 911 o72 199 0 9 cuseee cove aneee 
9,91,231 14 6| 18,81,264 80 } 240,141 4 1 5,970 10 0} 6,36,64312 7] 163,0925 90,7708 | 2538108 y 


19,203) 


m , 463,421) 
No, Eat deducted oa 1,704 on account of difference between thee approximate and spilited figures for the, jrock ended 23rd November 1896. 











1,128 on account of 
acct 1 and stores for the half-year ended 31st December 1595. id 
in 0 om ax dilforrmes between the approximate und audited figures for the week ended 23rd November 1506. 
Included ia previous return, 


” 1,701 not having been incl 





, EASTERN BENGAL STATE RATLWA, \ ‘ 
(Incrupina N, B., Dacca, K.-D., anp Assam-Brrar Szcrrons.) . 
Approzimate Return of Traffic and Mileage forlast 10 days of December 1895, on 813 miles open, 


€ 


Coscmime Trayric, | MHROMANpISN AND MINERAL) Rk A, Thay¥10 TRAIN-MIERS BUN, 


(including Totaloarnings, 








Number of 
‘ passengers, 


0 oo 243,510 8,96,420 4 0 000 
ee mse 
year bs ue __4785,311. | 28,65,002 00 _22416,001_ 0 0 | 60,838,296 0 0) _3,61,688 | 2.8 0 77,009,961 0 04 749,196 eon | 178,012 
Total for 26 weeks... 4,008,801 Wig,192 0 0 | 9,45,42,0n 0 | 63,01920 0 0. 78,02,853 0 0| B100g71 0 0 791,106 T0100 | 1,810,279 
* ESN EE 
OomPanison, 


~ og Taehs on 231,017 | 1,290,615 0 0 13,66,509 0 2,90,112 0 0) 69,147 0 0 
Por mile of railway correspond- 


week of previous year... 284 199 0 0 1,681 0 357 0 0) 6200 
out to ufos date 
of provioulyear.. one 4,753,947 | 22,706,554 0 0 | 2,47,88,572 0 | 62,45,933 0 \ 6,50,057 0 0 





—_ 
Coach Weight i Merohan- 
bons erent | Receipts. Coaching. | dise. | Total, 
























Rs. a. P, Mps. 8. Rs. a. P. Rs. a, P. 
1,47,190 . 0 Te 0 she 0 vi 1,000 0 : 
181 0 1,384 0 0 0 


Re a. P 




























4,93,874 0 0] $8,280 
578 0 0) saves 
80,72,546 0 0 
















* Audited up to 9th November 1895, 
t Excluding steamer earnings, 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for last 10 days of December 1895, on 125 miles open, 


MERCHANDIS® AND MINERAL 
TRAPYIC, 


Coacnine Trarric, TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUM, 





. 




















-_—-ses ther earnings,| Total earnings.) 
N f Weigh 
. pamer | Sashit | agit | nen 
*. Rs. a. P, Mos. 8. Rs. a. Pp. 
traffic for 10 om 38,280 18,060 0 0 92,420 0 920 0 0 
et mil of rllwag . 306 we 00 739 0 5 00 










or prgrious 25 weeks ‘ot haif- 


809,007 
Total for26 weeks... 847,287 





2,892,540 0 0 21,76,629 0 | 211,519 0 0 
3,00,600 0 0 22,683,049 0 | 217,489 0 0 
S| 










Comrantson, 
Total for corres: 9 asi 
eet vas years contcopon 92,782 | 14005 0 0| 73,984 0| 4796 0 0 
win week week of Aart o 268 17 0 0 584 0 800 
ing date 








previous yea heathens MP 





2,68,701 0 0 15,36,559 0 | 1,396,759 0 0 5,728 0 0} 4,11,188 0 0 















* Audited up to 9th November 1895, 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY, 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for last 10 days of December 1895, 


Coacuine TRavyiIc, 


on 86 miles open, 



















MBRCHANDISE AND MINERAL ° 
TRapric, TRaY¥IO TRAIN-MILES RUN. 








Other earnings 
——_—__—____ 
(estimated), 
curred, | Receipt, 


Rs, a, Pp, Mos, 8, Re. ar. 






Number of Coaching 
passengers, receipts, 






















traffic for 10 days... ... 27,0 | 10,200 0 0 
Sepa mile "z aii ‘324 19 0 0 oe 8 ar H 
a NM areata 523,597 | 1,76,058 0 0 882,000 0] 83,200 0 2 00} 6, 
Total for 6wooks ...| 651,807 | 1,86,258 0 0]  9,80,80 01 03,0070 0" 0] 6, 
Seis hts plied Mn need 









26,471 | 10,2 0 0 85,074 01 S582 0 0 
308 10 0 0 906. 0 9 0-0 
518,208 | 1,76,256 0 0)  10,21,075 01 95,608 0 0 










fl Anaited up to/9th November 186 


é 








a "BENGAL AND Kaci 1 RAILWAY. 
Re oes (Ixctopes tre Trnnvr Stare Rartway.) 











* 
Approximate Return of Trafic for the Vat 10 days of December 1895 on 756 miles open. 7 
! 
’ Coscurwe Taaverc, |MARcMaNDIENASDMIvaEAL) eavstoge TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
. (qstimated), ener! 
Number of we ngs. 
wae passongers, | Receipts. cmeight Receipts, | steam-boa 
the. s 5s J. Rs. \. 
splat Dacron) 0 38 7 pee . 
eo 116,910 51,340 (0) 6,08 080 65,070 (a)20,180 1,386,540 
Or per ice Gi. pai: 15464 791 y 86°07 26°63 18061 
es ts Meg. os 8m | 2,070,801 10,84,574 | __75,89,827 | __9,04,677 2,47,170 22, 46,421 
‘otal for the half-year ... 2,687,711 10,85,914 300 70,209,747 2,67,300 23,82,961 
tr Pope | AS ER lard SN otaenaeins PE air xt 
‘Comranisos, 
corresponding period 
*ipdaya)ot prev vous your on 786 
mile cn. ea, 106,096 44,077 7,07,007 59,073 82,193 1,85,343 
ret previous eer 140°84 58°30 936-11 78°14 42°59 170°03 
f to corresponding ~~ of 
previous year... “ 2,047,523, 10,389,233 ; 84,84,047 10,567,004 2,74,779 23,71,976 ' 





pocreaes is dae ¢ due to the half-yearly sdjnements| having been dneladied in the corresponding period of last year, 
(3 Des audited figures up to week ending 9th November 1895, 


wi al 









of the a Secretariat Writers’ Buildings, in 
aud yalihed Wy fhe Desk 16th January 1896. 


* 


% : *& 





SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 








WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1896. 











a 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 





Non-Subscribers to the Gazntre may receive the SurPLEMENT separately on payment of Six Rupees 
per annum if delivered in Calcutta, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post. 
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LIBERALITY OF THE RAJA OF MUKSUDPUR. 


No. 255Med., dated Calcutta, the 18th January 1896. 
From—C. E. A. W. Oxpaam, Esa., Under-Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, Municipal Department, 
To—The Secretary to the Committee of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. 

Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of your endorsement No. 211, 
dated 23rd December 1895, with which you forward a copy of the minutes of 
the Executive Committee of the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund, Bengal Branch, 
in ‘which they acknowledge a donation of Rs, 25,000 from Raja Rameswar 
Prosad Narayan Singh of Muksudpur, which he wishes to be partly devoted 
to,the construction of private cottage wards attached to the hospital under the 
‘management of the Gaya Branch Committee of the Fund, to be named after 
«Her Excellency the Countess of Elgin and Lady Elliott, respectively. It is also 
stated that the Raja has been already a most generous donor to the Fund. 

2. In reply, I am to request that you will convey to the Raja an expres- 
sion of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor’s thanks for his liberality and 


r Bublie spirit . Phis letter will be published in the Oalcutia Gazette. . 
Fhe OM ¥ ' 


2 


. 


* ie. has 






" LIBERALITY OF og aT -KISORM ) 
pp ate ey tiinear Pa 





*) 
* No. 262M., datedthe 18th January 1896. i 
From—H. H. Ttstex, Esa, 0.1.8., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Munici, 
* pal Dept. 
ab To—The Commissioner of the lacoa Division. ° 


«I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum No. 2344G., 
y» dated the 14th December 1895, in which you report that Babu Jagat Kisor 
7 i apiarjon Chowdhury has intimated his willingness to pay to the Nasirabad 
icipality the sum of Rs. 1,900 for the construction of a burning ghat to be 
»*, built on his land for which he will charge nothing, and that the 0 unicipality 
_ have accepted the offer. It is further reported that the Babu has already placed 
in the hands of the Municipality Rs. 1,500 and has promised to pay the balance 
shortly. 
is oe In reply, I am directed to request that the thanks of the Lieutenant- 
Governor may be conveyed to the donor for his liberality. , 
8. This letter will be published in the Calcutta Gazette. 


LIBERALITY OF CERTAIN MUHAMMADAN GENTLEMEN IN CON. 
TRIBUTING TO THE ELLIOTT MADRASA HOSTEL BUILDING. 
th Font No. 284. : 
one following is published for general information. 


t C. E. BUCKLAND, 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
The 21st January 1896. 


No. 253, dated Calcutta, the 20th January 1896, 


From—C. E. Bucktann, Esa., 0.1.8., Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, General Dept., 
To—The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 74, dated the 


rs, 8th January 1896, intimat- 
1. The Hon'ble Prince Jahan Kadr Mirza Muhammad ing that the gentlemen 


Wahed Ali Bahadur, x.c.1.x. (as President of the Mu- . « 
harearelcs Literary Society) .., os tas ‘ 7 600 named in the margin have 
2 Hasi Kasim Arif Sahib... ss ~ 9,000 contributed a sum _ of 
» Maulvi Wahid Baks ove ves wd Rs. 2,750 towards the cost 

jit Singh Bahad: i oes ce : mae 
4. Raja Ranjit Sing! ur of Nasipur 100 of con cting the buil ding 
Total ~» 2,750 for the Elliott Madrasa 
Hostel. 





2. In reply, I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to accept 
the donations, and to request that the thanks of Government may be conveyed 


to the donors. His Honour would be glad to see other Muhammadan gentlemen 
following their example. 








un 


WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 





For the week ending the 20th January, 1896, 


+ 
Burdwan.—Rainfail nil. Weather fair. Harvesting of winter crops n finished. 
Prospects of sugarcano and potatoes very good. Fodder and water sufficient. Codie of 
cattle good. _ Common rice sells at an average price of 16 seersa rupee, © = ‘ 


, ti aba Berar nil. Weather seasonable Prospects of indigo and li 


a worse for want of/ rain. Rali in Ghatal not - Harvesting of ami tinues. 
Qultivstion of boro going on at Ghatal. Prioos of oommon tise ° "am sil continnes 
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iia bag oe Hs a nan y ‘ , 
Ye Ont eee oe one oe ; ( ry 
me Ghatal ee ty) se a 2 te . ee apis 
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“94-p Rainfall nil. W. wea Tey: ; 
Tice nearly completed. Prospects of oh rsd ri fir’ "Sigemus med eee 
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wal in hn Bart iv 
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Ae , Srs. co. 
Sadar ee ode te «. 12tol# 0 
»  Basirhat Orn, tea a3 14 43 


rasal ose ist aes 14 0 { Pe rupee. 
i, cial Harbour ... . sei 16 0 
* Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of rabi t good. Rain 
» much wanted. Indigo and mulberry doing well. Fodder and alte pellilante Common 
rice sells at 16 seers per rupee. : 
Khulna.— Rainfall nil. Weather warmer. Harvesting of aman still continues. | The 


"crop has done better in the east than in the west of the district. Prospects of rahi 
der and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. Prices of common = ra crops Sia 


sty 
8rs. . 
aod 4 cub oes on 16 to 18} ; 
rha' eee jee ive 17 
ag so Me per rupee. 


Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil, Weather seasonable. Harvestin: r of aman rico is proceeding. 


Common rice selling from 16 to 17 seers per rupee. No cattlo-disease. Fodder and drinking 
water sufficient. 


Rangpur.—No rain. Rabi crops doing well. Prospects generally good. Ri i 
at 12 to 14 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. nia ie one 

Pabna.—Rainfall 0:20. Weather seasonable. Crops good. Prices stationary. Fodder 
sufficient. ; 

Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. abi crops thriving. . Prospects of intl 
standing crops fair. No cattle-disease, J'odder available. Common nice sells at 14 seers pe 
rupee. 

Chittagong.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Rabi sowings promise well. Wate 
fodder sufficient. Tice selling at 14 seers per rupee, i ; ba oll 

tna.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of radi and poppy fair. Condition of cattle good. 

Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico selling from 18 to 21 scers per rupee. 


Gaya.—No rain. Harvesting of paddy almost completed. Sugarcane bein d. 
Rabi catering for want of moisture. pa good. Price of rice at Sadur 16 seers Siitcet ae 
average of 15} seers per rupee. 


Champaran.—Report not received. 


Darbhanga.—No rain. abi crops suffering for want of moisture, Fields being 

erperee for indigo sowings. Poppy doing well on irrigated lands. Fodder sufficient: 
ices stationary. , 

B pur.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Outturn of paddy estimated at 12 
annas. Prospect of rabi, especially wheat, not favourable owing to want of moisture 
in the soil. Indigo is growing well. No cattle-disease. 

Purnea,—No rain. ae of aghani nearly finished. Land is being prepared for 


bhadoi crops. Rain badly wanted. No cattle-disease. Fodder and water sufficient. Common 
tice sells at 21 seers per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil, Weather seasonable. Harvesting of guru sarad (winter rice) 


and rabi nearly completed. Oondition of cattle good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice 
sells at— 


Srs. c. 
Cuttack sag ae See 23 0 
Jajpur iat ove we =: 28:14 : 
Kendrapara Ae at at OO TUTE ee 
Banki 50 not we «98-11 
ieegha—2e rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of rabi and poppy fair. Rain 
much wanted for rabi. Fodder and water sufficient. .Common rice selling from 18 to 16 
seers per rupees. 


Generel 1 Summary.—With the exception of a light shower at Pabna there was no rain 
in any of A reporting districts during the week. The harvesting of winter rice is nearly 
finished, The rabi crop requires rain in some parts of Bihar and Central Bengal and in 
Hazaribagh, but elsewhere it is reported to be good. Prospects of poppy are satisfactory. 
Indigo is doing well in Murshidabad and Bhagalpur, but requires rain in Midnapore. 
_ Sugarcane is a good crop, and is being harvested in some districts. The price of common tjce 
is generally stationary. No cattle-disease is reported. 5 


y 
me se? By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ch 
~ _ Re PARTMENT, C. E. BUCKLAND, 
; ie i AE fanuary, 1896. Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
cay Da : PEP WEE . 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8,4.m., SATURDAY: 
THE 18rx OF JANUARY 1896. 


Ar the beginning of the weck under review the general meteorological conditions in 
Bengal were fairly normal in character, On the 12th of January, or the first day of the 
a under review, pressure in Bengal was rising slowly, while temperature was generally 
falling, and temperature was becoming rather largely below the normal, particularly in the 
night or minimum temperatures; a steady north-east monsoon wind curreut varying from 
westerly to north-easterly was blowing over the whole province ; skies were also practically 
cloudless, and absolutely no rain was falling. In NorthsWestern India, on the other 
hand, a barometric depression had entered from the westward, where it was giving disturbed 
weather. On the 13th the depression had moved in an easterly direction, and the 
centre was close to Meerut, but it was still too far distant from Bengal to affect the weather, 
though pressure was commencing to fall very slowly, while a decided increase of temperature 
was recorded; skies, however, still remained clear, and the whole province was rainless, 
On the 14th a further slow decroase of pressure had occurred in Bengal; temperature 
also had risen moderately and weather remained fine. The depression had again moved in a 
south-easterly direction and was shown over Oudh, but it was quickly filling up and had 
become of little importance. On the 15th the slight depression had passed over Bihar, but 
beyond again causing an increase in the temperature and a slight fall in the pressure it 
scarcely affected the weather in Bengal. On the 16th the depression was still over Bihar, 
but it was less strongly marked than on the 1dth, and pressure was usually rising over the 
whole of Bengal, while a rapid increase of temperature, equalling in some cases 4° and 5°, had 
occurred, but still skies remained either cloudless or only lightly clouded, and the whole pro= 
vince was rainless. On the 17th the feeble depression still existed in Bihar, and a moderate 
fall of pressure occurred over Bengal, while temperature began to fall a little, and on the 18th 
again pressure rose slowly, and the depression practically disappeared, while temperature was 
generally distinctly above the normal. Throughout the whole week, however, skies have 
been only lightly clouded, or m many cases cloudless, while there has beeu a complete absence 
of rain. 

Pressure.—The variation of the mean pressure of the week from the normal has been 
small, and about half the stations register slightly defective pressure aud the other half slight 
excess amounts. 

Temperature,—The general average mean temperature for the week has been 0°8° in 
defect, but the defect has been mainly confined to Orissa and South-West Bengal. 

Whe actual average temperatures registered in the province for the week and their 
variation from their normal values are, however, best seen in the table below, where the 
avernge temperature data for nine selected stations in different districts of the province are 
given:— 


Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperature from the normal for the week 
ending Saturday, the 18th January 1896. 
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Rainfall has buen entirely absent throughout the week, 





‘The following table gives the summary of the te and rainfall date of each of | 
the six meteorologi Weitnact tee erent an week ending Saturday, the 18th 


of January 1896 :— 
—————— 
. Raryvauy, 
































TEMPERATURE, 
'y at 5. 
Fy i Verages for week, HH Ot week, amy days, 
e 
eT isi ie a 
5 . 2 ° 
OLOGTOAL s/8)3 ¢ a |8 
Divisions, 3 s Z 2 3 ri é 
HGP Pe Ply 
reeset ae let g/t (8 
2/2 H H oe ? ri 4 § aa 
PIEPER IEP) EMG 
BISisis}s! oF) 5 el aF ls 
- res 
Boath-Wost Bengal... | 878] 440 | 196] 515] oe | a6) Ni or de 00) 013 |—0"18' Nil! 90] 292 287 
North Bengal... | 801] 405 | 703/ 40°5/ x9} 09 | Nn! ong 012 0°00| 20 v2 wit] 025 04s! 101 
East Benga) =... | 83°3} 476 | 774) 52°0| 647 | —10 Nil | 0°08 |~0-08 0:00/ 07 |~o7) Na! o-gs 1°88 | 326 
Bihar mw | B48) 410) 770 | 49°0 | 63:0! +04! Nil} 0-15.) -075| 0°00] 088 | 0-28) Nil} o-Bs 0°25.) 1°53 
Orissa we | BSB) 45°4 | 811 | 54D | 69°0 | 3-7) Nil] 0108.| —008] 0:90! 0:06 tee) Nil) ong} 3:92) 426 
Chota Nagpur* .., —.., | 86°9*| 48°8*) 77°7*| 61°8* 64:5% 401 | Nad} O|—on1 0°00 | 0°27 eel Nil | 0°86| 1°85 | 1769 











* Daltonganj not included. 


Mergorotocicat Orrice, Benet, A. Pepirr, 
‘The 21st January 1896. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengai. 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 
logical Office, Ohowringhee, from 12th to 18th January 1896, 
——— = —= ——- == — — —— = 








Hyaromerry, 









29°4 48-1 686 “364 50°2 52 Nil 
28:7 49-4 676 “391 52:1 59 Nil 
29-1 60-4 68°6 7 “B95 524 Nil 
31-9 619 726 63:3 *460 566 57 Nil 
20°9 bard 744 5 “441 555 Nil 
296 63:7 71:8 “885 517 Nil 
26:2 55:1 736 » f "B28 474 40 Nil 












: Inches, 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... ae “i Souda 
‘The mean temperature of the soven days ee oe oe = 665 
The extreme variation of temperature ave tie ws 86:25 
The maximum. temperature oon see Wes 843: vet 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days owe age oe 

oY i t TLL ue 3 yaa 
The total fall of rain from 12th to 18th January 1896 aoe Nil 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperavures, 
Metgoro.oo10at Orrice, Govr. or Inp1a, Joun Exior, 

The 20th January 1896. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
: 12th to 18th January 1896, 








Rain, Ww 
Prevailing direc. sec hlavena 
tion. 



























Jan, | 12th |129'7) 9-4 | 80027 | 608 | 761 | 27°8| 48:3 | 53:5 | 0318] 465 | 63 | NNW and calm 58 Nil | Clear, 


| 
18th | 1274) 92 007 | 618 | 76:7 | 276 | 491 | 55:1) +850} 49-1 | 66 |N byWand WNW| 43 » | Clear, a 
’ 


Mth 1261) 89 | 29-994 | 62:7 | 78-0 | 276 | 504 | 56-0] +365) 502) 67 WNW and calm 47 » |{Clear, 4) 
. 
Ith | 13826] 9-4 992 | 65:3 | 821 | 396) 515 | 578] +884] 516 | 65 | W by Sand W.., 74 | Clear, 
16th | 183-4] 83 | 30004 | 67-2 | 829) 289 | 540) 592) -400| 52:8 | 64 | WNW and calm 54 » | Chiefly clear 
’ 


Wth | 1817] 93 | 29°989 | 666) 816) 284) 53:2 582) 877) 511 62 | WNW and calm . 62 » | Clear, 











18th | 1803) 91 998 | 66-2 | 790 | 252 | 53:8 | 577 | 366] 503 | 57'|NNW,WNWand| 41 » | Clear, 









































calm, 
i a: Teche: 
The mean pressure of the seven days... <e oes 80-002 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ooo a eee eee tee 30-023 
' Hours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine tae tee Pas 63.6 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine coe 7 760 
The mean temperature of the seven days ove eos ne 64:4 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office Su eee oe eee eee 67°1 
The extreme variation of temperature... tee see eve 34:6 
The maximum temperature ... ise eo toe eee 82:9 
Miles, 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour coe oe tes 9 
° 
/o 
The mean relative humidity ... ove os oo eee 63 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office ? ae via ies 70 
; Inchos. 
The total fall of rain from 12th to 18th January 1896 x Hu "Nil 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office see vas ee vee vee 0:03 
The total fall from 1st to 18th January 1896 Nil 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 


Office ees «ee sie Se Mee 0:14 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘l'hermograph, 


‘and from observations made at 6h., 10h., 16h., and 22h. 

The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
hermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed aud verified at the 
Kew Observatory. ‘hey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides aud are suspendeu four feet 


above the ground. y . 
The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of tne standard Newman’s No, 86, 


formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. ; 
The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 


the Meteorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckiey’s anemograph, 


The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 
i &, dew; =, fog. 


: : Joun Ersor, 
Mernororoctcat, Orrice, Govt. oF kf Meteorological Reporter to the Govt of India. 
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Rs, a. P. Mos. 8. Re. ap 
wn S71 | *5,14,871 0 0 €0,08,298 90 1stE,e0-6 
Or pergmie Bectreimsy ile mn ee ea 
on pierious week “of hail. 
. eB) ee Ca a 
I 2 wu] © 420,071 | 64871 0 0 “omit 12,76,602 4 0 
ComPARIsoN, 
Total for correspording 12 days 
of previous year... — ... 457,278 | 4,900,213 9 8|  58,42,592 0| 12,00,716 19 28,004 8 
Per mile of railway nee 
al or caren corroding A ee 23:14 6 eevee 2b 4 6 uw 6 
ing 


457,278 | 4,090,218 9 8 58,42,532 0 | 12,09,716 12 0] 28,096 8 





* Pho increase is chiefly in outward traffic, 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY, 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the first 11 days of January 1896, on 22°23 miles open. 
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Coacurme Taarrrc, | MEROWANDIOR an MixgRaL TRAPFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 


Otherearnings Total 
(esi lo earnings. = 
ee Receipts, |Weightoarried.| Receipts. Coaching, | “erchan- 






































Rs. a. P. Mops. 8, Rs. a, P. Rs, A. P. Rs, A. P. 
Total tram period ow 7,084 9 0 17,789 20 703 9 0 2100 8409 2 0 1,782 10 1,892 
per mile. Steakore = 345 10 11 oes 31.10 5 01 1 BBA S|) ses aS: Sci 
RP, previous woaks of halt. 
jet ~ see onsen erseee aneeee saenes Scare SO 
Total for 1} weeks =... 30,586 7,088 9 0 17,789 20 739 «0 2000 8,409 2 0 1,782 10 1,898 
OomPanison, 
iycrtions TEE <1 ease 35,847 8,701 14 2 22,922 20 87715 0 Will o 9,506 8 2 1,884. 40 2,00 
Per mile of relleay correspond- 
period of previous year seaeee sol 7 2 se0eee eo 7 0107 4319 8 evetee erry eves 
weeks cligarrioes year a 36,347 870 14 2 22,022 20 87715 0 wl o 9,5%% 8 2 1,884 140 2,00 








DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the first 11 days of January 1896, on 161:40 miles open. 





Coacure Travric, | MERCHANDIEN AnD MINERAL TRapyic TRAIN-MILES RUN- 
















‘seat ces il Runwar.) 
ee tathe Return of Trafic for the first 11 days of January 1896 on 756 miles open. 


















MancHABDISEAED vitaae Otner canines Bad TRavvic TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
‘ote aera 
“cua earnings, m 
soimt | maw. | itt conn, | Meg | awa 















Ra. Rs. 


147,030 63,750 575,380 82,800 10,680 | (a) 1,68,320 
19448 84°33 “08 10°64 22°06 216°03 











(a) Decrease is due to the earnings of ‘a day less this year than in the corresponding period of Inst year. 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 





For the week ending the 2¥th January, 1896, 

Burdwan,—Rainfall nil. Weather fair. Harvesting of potatoes going on. Sugarcane 
good. Supply of fodder and water sufficient. Condition of cattle good. Common rice 
sells at an average price of 16 seers a rupee. 

Midnapore.—Report not received. 


24-Par —Rainfall nil. Weather fine and cold. Harvesting of aman rice nearly 
complete. one of cold-weather crops fair. Mustard and ka/ai are being gathered. 
e doing well in the Barasat subdivision, Fodder sufficient, but water insufficient. 


Sugarcan 
Condition of cattle good. Rive sells at— 


Srs. 
Sadar ay Aes aw. 12tol4 
Barasat de aes sek 14 
Basirhat we oa Seb at Per. apes. 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall nil Woather seasonable. Prospect of rai not good. Rain 
wanted. Seca onibesy doing well, Fodder and water sufficient. Common: rice 
el 16 seers per rupee, 5 


fe 





tie “. 


as 















Khulna.— Rainfall nil, Weather dry. of aman still going on. Prospect 
of rabifair. Oultivation of boro (sprin 3 comm: in some places barn Se subdivision. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Prices of common rice: — Re 

. Srs. < 
Poe eos one eae 16 to i” 
Bager eee ° ese er TU) 
Batkhira % Ble has Wee sae 
jpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather very cold. 


Condition of standing o good, 
Sugarcane is being pressed. Common rice sel ing from 18 to 17 seers per rupee. "No cattle: 


disease. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Rangpur.—No rain. Rabi crops doing well. Prospects generally good. Rice selling 
at 12 to 14 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient, , 7 
Pabna.—Rainfall 08". Weather seasonable. Crops good. Prices stationary. Fodder 
sufficient. 


Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather scasonable. Sowing of boro (spring rice) finished. 


Prospects of standing crops good No catilo-disease, Fodder available. Price of common 
rice 15 seers per rupee, 


Chittagong.—No rain. Weather 
wanted. Water and fodder sufficient. Rice selling at 15 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—No rain. Rabi and poppy doing well except in the Barh subdivision, where 
rali is reported to be suffering for want of moisture. Condition of cattle good. Fodder 
and water sufficient. Common rice selling from 17 to 21 seers per rupee. 


Gaya.—No rain. Harvesting of paddy almost over. Sugarcane is being pressed. Poppy 
good. Labi suffering for want of moisture. Price of rico at Sagur 16 seere, against an 
average of 15} seers per rupee. 


cold. Rabi sowings continue, but a little rain is 


Cham Weather cold. Rabi 


.—No rain. 


and poppy being weeded. Rain much 


paran. 
wanted, Prospects indifferent. Common rice selling at Motihari at 18 seers per rupee. 


Fodder and water for cattle sufficient, 


Darbhanga.— No rain. 


Bhagalpur.—No rain. Weather seasonable. 


Rabi suffering for want of moisture. 
maturity. Poppy on unirrigated lands backward. Prices stationary. 


Mustard 4pproaching 


Standing rabi crops not doing well for 


lack of moisture. No cattlo-diseaso. Fodder and waier sufficient. Common rice sells at— 
Srs. c. 
Sadar . eee oo af : 
Banka wee coe 
Madhipura si oi + —: 18-0 ( Per rupee, 
Supaul on tee eve 23 0 
Purnea.—No rain. Harvesting of aghani nearly finished. Land is being prepared for 
bhadoi crops. Rain badly wanted. No cattle-diseaso. Fodder and water sufficient. QGommon 


rico selis at 21 seers per rupee. 


Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, 
and rabi nearly finished. Dalua 


Harvesting of guru sarad (winter rice) 


(spring rice) is being planted. Condition of cattle good. 
at— . 


* Winter rice is still being harvested in a fow districts. Tho rabi 


Fodder sufficient. Common rice 
Srs. c. 
* raced ees eae 4 : 
ajpur tee tee - 38 
Kendrapara “ae 24 es 28 14 ( Per rupee. 
Banki 28 11 


Hazaribagh.—No rain. Weather scasonable. Rabi ospects fairly good. Poy 
doing well. “pane rice selling from 18 to 15 seers per iti. Ea 4 sa 


General Summary.—No rain fell during the week except a light shower at Pabna. 


is doing well, but in 
Bihar und somo parts of Central Bengal thore is lack of shaictines and mer ns not 
favourable. Boppy is aapotied, to bo good exeept in the unirrigated tracts of Darbhanga and 
in Champaran. “Tho cultivation of spring rice bas begun. ‘Tho harvesting of sugarean 
potatoes, mustard, and other early cold-weather crops is going on. Cattle are in good 
condition, and the fodder-supply is generally sufficient, 
. ; * 


The prico of common rice conti 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


C. E. BUCKLAND, © 


Revenve Derarrmenr, ila 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 


Lhe 28h January, 1896. 





By ede 
vi ane _ a 









of the Meteorological 


Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
} 19th to 25th January 1896, 

Eo ———— = = 
r TEMPERATURE. | Hyaromerry. 
























Mean wet bulb, 


67°5 | 794 | 229) 565 | 62:7 | 0611) 59°6 | 78 |S by E,calmand| 44 Nil Clear, =) 


variablo, 


vw | 20th (1805) 70 975 | 692 | 795 | 166 | 62:9 63:8 523 | 602) 75 |NNWandN .| 57 » | Partially cloudy, 


=a, 





ny [2lst | 129-4) 8-9 | 80-042 | 66-0 | 77-4) 221) 553) O83) B88) 51-9 | 62) NNEand ENE...) 51 » | Chiefly clear 


y [and f129°8] 94] orn | oto | 782) 25°8| 524 56:0] 362] 50:0 | 62|EbyNandvariable) 98] ,, | Clear, q. 


‘ 
» | 28rd |127-4] 90 O48 | 652 | 783 | 25°8 | 625 | 69:7 | +445) 55°7 | 74 | WSWand calm ..., 87 » | Chiefly clear 2, 


= 
= 


vw | 2th | 1332) 8-9 ‘111 | 67-4 | 80°0 | 22:9 | 57:1 | 602 | +480) 64-8 | 67 | NNW and calm.. 41 » | Chiefly clear, «| 























nw =| 5th | 1815) 93 “053 | 64°9 | 785 | 25:1 | 53-4 | 67°0 | +365) 50-3 | 62 | NNW and calm... 42 » | Chiofly clear, =. 


) 

















Inches, 
The meon pressure of the seven days... ee oes aes 80-028 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office eee ae ‘sp os ave 80°005 
Hours, 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine des see eee 60°6 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine os eee 766 
The mean temperature of the seven days eee coe sae 66°4 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office uae see ian acs on 68°4 
The extreme variation of temperature... ose ove toe 276 
The maximum temperature ... ae ove oes toe 80:0 “4 
Mi 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ose ow aes 7 
° 
The mean relative humidity ... “a as aa ase 69 
The average relative humidity of. the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Otfice rae seb ove ate mF. 
hos, 
The total fall of rain from 19th to 2dth January 1896 on sea Nil 
Tne average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ass Ke ove oe tee 0°05 
The total fall from Ist to 25th January 1896 eae - Na ‘ 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 ‘years, Surveyor-General’s 

Office ove ase ied om aoe 0-19 

The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Thermograph, 

The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers. All the 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
Kew Observatory, ‘hey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides and are suspended four feet 


above the ground. 
The Saniie readings are correoted approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 86, 


fo ly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. ; 
¥ roth Seaitiaabtin a are obtained from Tabies III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 


Ki th Meteorological Office, and besed on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 
vn Saavtincs and the movement of the wind are teken from the trace of a Beckiey’s anemograph, 


pate “The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 
Babaaeirtn =, fog; m, dew. 







qicat Orricr, Govt. or Ixpis, C. Larrtz, 
utta, the 27th January 1896. for Meteorological Reporter to the Gort, of India. 
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STATION OBSERVATIONS, ewe 





TEMPERATURE, 


aT 





iff 


800 | HT | 674 
ms} 628} O87 


20°778 | 30°047 | +060 | Calm 20 $19 | 20th =, oe 
29°950 | 30°063 | +055 N 51 3 th =, 512 


799 |  53°8 | 66'9 
821 | 53'S | 680 




















w+ oe | Baugor Island | 30°068 | $0°034| +°014 NE 192 70 | 19 & 26 ,, 548 | 22.4 23 ,, 77°6 58°6 | B81 
ws] Onloutte 4. | 90°076 | 30°0H4 | +°014 |) Calm 48 79°8 |2th =, s22)2and ,, 787) 655) O71 
Krishnagar... | 0°060 | 30°068 | +067 | NNW oO 80°6 | 21st ” 461 | 19th ,, 78'S Soe | 645 
w+ «+ | Berhampore | 30°030 | 30°059 | +°027) NNW a7 80°0 | 20th =, 48°3|Wth 4, 18°7 o11 | 649 
ae | Jessore sss | 30°062 | 80°43 | +7022 | Qalm 46 Bul | 20. & 25 ,, 47°8 | 19 & 23 ,, 790) sip | G55 
«| Rampur Boalia) 30°026 | 30°049 | +035 [IN & Calm) 72 793 | 20th =, 473 )19th yy 78°0 50°G | 64'S 
+» «| Dinajpur .,. | 20°967 | 30°054) +°039) = Ny a 77'5 | 2th =, 425} 19%th ,, 707 | 404 | 61°6 
owe | Jalpaiguri .., | 20°10 | 80°07] | +°052 | Calm 62 706 |25th =, 453 | 25th, M41 485 | 613 
Darjeeling ... | 22°09 - +080 | Calm 128 46 |W%th ,, 29°8 | 20th =, 45°56 33°0'| 309 
ae | ata 
oe eras > 
«» «| Rangpur... | 20°81 | 80°68) +045 | NNE 42 702 | 25th ,, #60 /}19th 71 484 | 617 
| Bogra w., | 30026 | 30°03 | +052) NW 3s 78 | 2st 4, 402 /19th 4, 77 49°6 | 637 
ow | Strajganj .., | 30°047 | 30°040 | +°043 | Calm a7 783 |20th =, 404) 19th ,, 72 49°6 | 634 
«a | Navayanganj | 80°063 | 30°039| +°015! Qulm ee 771 | 20th =, 625 9, 35 0 1738 539 | 656 
«a | Mymensingh | 39°035 | $0°050 | +°036) Qalm 2 70°8 |2ind ,, 45°83} 19th sy 760) 48% | G22 | | 
ow oe | Paridpur .., | 30°043 | 90°040 | +°U22 | Calm ty 792 |20th = ,, 480 |i9th =, 766 bls | 641 | 
. «| Barisad —,., | 30°69 | 30°028 | +°031 | Calm 22 823 | 2ist 825 | 23rd, 19°8 544 | 670) | 
7 «| Comilla on | 
«| Noakhali ,,, | 30°039 | $0081 | +015 | NE & 27 799 |2and ,, 42) 19th ,, 785} 615 | 650 | 
«» we | Ohittagong ,.. | 29°986 | 30°027 | +"010 | A 46 7 \ ana, S16 | 2tth =, 17°8 53°6 | 05°7 1 
















«om» | Bankipore ,,, | 29981 | 90°080| +°082) Calm 42 764} 20th =, 483 20th ,, 740°) 49°8 | @2'3" 
ow | Gaya 29°735 | 30°081 | +°033 | Calm 39 795 |20th =, 477 | 24th = ,, 76°6 40°7 | 691 
Dehri we. | 29°757 | 80°080 | +°052 | sw 73 793 }20th =, 49'4}22nd 702 oi1 | 637 
~~ | Boxer a. | 20°879 | 30°91 | +°064 | sw 42 786 | goth =, 45°) | 24th, 74 | 4729! ors 
Arrah ve. | 20°920 | 30°087 | +074 Ww 36 783 | 20th =, 49 }Q2nd,, 716° 46°2 | 611 
+ | Chapra —,,, | 20°28 | $0078 | +°050/ Calm # | 74/o0n ,, | M2 last ,, | | soa] 0). 
= | Motibari ,,, | 20°881 | 30°81 | +°066| wesw 80 770 |axth,, 43) 19h, 760) 492 | on) 
+ | Mugaffarpur | 20°934 | 80082) — | Calm % | U7 lom , | S}aoth , | 8] gor) os) 
ws | Darbhanga ... | 20°40 | 30°71 +034 | Variable} 42 | 780 la5th ., | 478] agth =, | mee] dom] aor| 
| 
“+ ” eee 7 
+» | Bhagalpur .,, | 20°046 | 30°068 | +°071 | Calm 33 77 | 0th =, 45°2 | 19th 769 1 
Parnes —... | 20°88 | 30°077| +°0M | Calm 4 | W2/oth  ,, 42°3 | 19th 163 
oo | Malda =, | 90°42 | B0'071) +°OK | NW so | Sieh ,, “2 0th 2 70 
wv. | Naya Dumka | 29°596 | 30°080 | +°050 NW a 783 }20th =, 473} 19th, 168 
Cuttack =... | 80°007 | 80°033 | +'009 | Calm 2 872} 20th, STL} o2nd a7 
{ False Point... | 30°076 | 30040) +021) oN 18 | ssa ,, | 680] 22nd ,, | 79% 
80°040 19th 22nd 807 | 
80°039 212 2st 2nd 29°2 i 
4 we ast 808 
_ 130 20th Zst 140 
90 20th 2st 76°0 








DISTRICT OBSERVATIONS. 








RArNPALL, 





Since 1st of month. 


_— 









Since 16th October 1995. 
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0°00 O32 | Nil 036 | 030) as 2°87 | —0re2 * 
} horawen. 
Nil} 0°13 0'00 os | nn 04s | 043} 1°68 201 | —0'33 | Birbhum, 
BA Nil ors 0°00 |, 0°51 Nil O31 | —031 242 2°41 +0°01 | Bankura, 
sere Nil| 0°00 0°00 o27 | Ni oreo | -o'29| 140 3°35 | ~=—1°95 | Midnapore, 
Sil] O19] 0°00 oat | Nil 033 | —o'93| 116 243 —1's7 | Hooghly, 
Nil} 015 0°00 oa? | Nil 0°35 | —0'85 | o-47 257 | —210| Howrah, 
=0%4| 62% 89 Nil} 0719 0°00 046 | Nil 040 | —0'40| 0°05 841 —2'46 | 24-Parganas, 
+09 | 60° 87 Nil o1l4 0°00 025 Nil 039 | —0'39 | 0°65 316 —2'51 | Caloutta, 
r 9 589 oe on10 O13 O20 O'81 oo 028 —0'18 1738 234 —0°61 | Nadia, 
| non ]) s5%0 rv] Nil} o12 0°00 0°30 Nil Os | 0°41 16 ei —0°95 | Murshidabad, 
sas! p90] 8 Nil} 018) ovo 036 | Nil oss | -oss! 1a 275 | t's | Jessore, ** oa 
Nil} 0°22 0°00 ora Nil 050 | 0°50 | Ova 8°35 —2% | Khulna, “ . 
+13! 669] | 8 oor} o12| — 0-00 0°20 | OroL O43 | 4042) 0°67 190 | 1°23 | Rajshahi, 
=11| sia} #7 Nil| 0°08 0°00 om | Nil 0°33 | 033 | 018 Vet | —1'33 | Dinajpar. 
—o's| sso} 86 Nil| 02%] 0-00 ows | Nil oa | 047 | OL 84s | —2'53 | Jalpaiguri, * 
07) srst ? 001 020 0°00 083 | or01 066 | 00s 2°26 205 00 $ Varioting. 
Nil | 0718 0°00 027 Nil 032 | 0°32 | ogg sn —2'85 | Kuch Bihar, 
~o2| so 89 Ni} 0718 0°00 oa Nil Ora | 0° | Ona 2°29 —1'85 | Rangpur, 
0 5's $81 Nil} 9°08 0°00 oral Nil OSL | 0°31 | O43 "39 106 | Bogra, 
Los]: sus | 0 ono} on 0°60 0°33 | ono oss | —o24| 0-89 2°58 | 1°60 | Pabna, 
=10| tee] 9 os] O15} 0:00 | 2 | 0-03 os, | 028) 147 8106 | 1°80 | Dacca, 
—12/ 533) 90 Nil} 08) 0°00 0°33 | Ni OSs | 0°34} 0°50 279 | —229 | Mymensingh, 
Bs) sro) oe} 018] 100 039 | ose 03s | 0 198 20 | —0'02 | Faridpor. 
407] ova] 85 Nil| 0-29 0°00 om | Nil oso | 0°09] 1°38 4°37 ~2'49 | Backorgunge, 
Nil} 0°17 0°00 Oras Nil ool | —O'51 | = 205 $27 —0°62 | Tippera, 
—o5| son) % Nil| 018} 0°00 ost | Ni oer | 0°87 | ors 580 | —2'02 | Noakhali, 
Lao] oro| 8 Nil| O21) 000 os. | Ni ose | 082 | args o77 | 202 | Chittagong, 
Nir} 0°23 0°00 035 | Nil ona | 0°52] 8°87 ro —1'50 | South Lushai Hills, 
rie | © 0°08 194 | —1'86| Patna, ; 
408] pes] & 0°05 105 170 | Gaya, 
05} oe) 7 
hae cs a O1g 21 —203 janie 
| —o7] sro} 7% J 
—o9; 505 80 ore 16 —1'48 | Saran, 
Pipe a 0'30 216 —1'86 | Champaran. rae 
“ei ni Py oe m —1'50 | Muzaffarpur, ae 
v¢ ma | oe 163 | ~1"39 | Darbhanga, ® ~ 
0°05 183 178 
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Sotwen ~ |Gerdwen 
¥ % Katwa 
. Ran! 
5. Man. 
| Rirbbum ,,, | Suri oo 
H pur . 
Rampur Hat 
‘Merert 
Labpur 
Beaker | iouuapur 7 
Maliara 
Khatra 
H Indas oe 
Kotalpur 
Onda + 
i Gasgajaighati 
Sonamukhe ... na ike 
} j | ? 
BA] em tera 
i Ulubaria 
r Island 
F ree poser Tolan 
; Harbour, 
y Canning Town 
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o ~ * . a . Nil] Nii | os | wn } oso 
“ eg in = Nil} Ni | o18 | Na | 0-25 
ss . we Nil} Ni | 017 | Ni | om 
2 ‘a : . Nil] Nil | o713 Ni | O37 
“ ‘ es ee Nit} Nil r N ? 
I a Nil} Nil | ow | Ni | ogo : 
ee s Nil] Nit | on | Na | ous iy 
ioe Ni} Nil | om | Ni | oa + 
o Ra 23 Nil] Nil ' Nil t , 
“ pa Bs Nii} Nil ? Nil p a 
; ; . Nil| Nil ' Nil ’ i 
« | Nil] Ni | O20 | Ni 4 ogy 2n 
Ni} Ni | oa | Nil | ogo rity 
Nil} Nii | O17 | Nil | oz 2 
ies Nil] Nii | 030 | NO | om Pe 
ose i rs Nil] Nil t Nil ’ ‘ 
ow fae é Nil] Nil ' Nil ’ A 
ws te Nil| Nil ? Nil t a 
os . Nil] Nil ? Nil ’ ? 
pe = Nil} Nil ? Nil ? H 
pe a Nil! Nil ? Nil ? H 
et : Nil} Nil | 003 | Ni | om 
aif bs Nil] Ni | ow | Nn | os He 
Sa Ni} Nii} ow | Ni | o-«s He 
= Nil} Nil |. ou | Na } 30 an 
6 "i Nil} Nil ¥ Nil ? ‘ 
a P Nil| Nil ’ Nil ’ H 
ue ' < Nil) Nil ? Nil ’ ? 
ai ek = Ni] MI] of | Ni t i 
5 Nil] Ni | O17 | Ni] og 24 
. bee Nil} Nit | o18 | Ni | ogy to 
= Ni} Nil | 088 | Na | om 4 
we oo ‘a $, we | MIP ONG | Onn | Nate] oss ‘ 
“ w Py Sp oS po psn) sa] om] Ng | oa ri Hy 
pee iss a ns | ND] Nit i Nil ¥ 1°08 , 
Nii] Ni | on | Nn | os 
* z tee Nil] Nil | ow Ni | uo oo Hs 
> 
Nil} Nil ’ Nil ' 0 
2 Y Na} wi | ome] ona | ogo te os 
oe | Ni] Nit | O08 | Nil | oraz 140 289 
| Ni} NM] 007) ) NA) uo ores =" 
Nil] Ni | "2s Nil | oo O74 su 
Nil} Nil | Ov | Nii | 0-98 Va 274 
Nil] Nil | O17 | wa} om 
Nii] Ni | ou8 | Ni | ow re rex 
1 one ol 0°46 026 | Qua 255 
| NM] OND | ou8 | oN | os 183 H+ 
Nil} 0705 | 0-156 0° 0°29 130 
Nil} Nil O07 Nil 0°32. 1 
Nii} Ni | 028 | Ni | o-a7 =f aa 
Nil} Nil | 0°07 Nil | ogo 10 1% 
Nil] Nil | 025 | Ni | ove 100 th 
Nil] Nil | OOS | Ni | ove om 2 
Nil} Nil op Nil 0°50 0°90 +46 
Nil} 0-08 ¥ | 0-08 A ic ; 
Nil) Nil ' Nil ? Nil + 
Ni] Ni} Nil ie 
Nil Nil 023 Nil oO“ 1'30 a 
a Nil} Nil v4! Ni oO“ 101 317 
Nil} Nil | O's Nil 0°30 132 270 
Nil] Nil | O15 | Hu | ogg ou te 
Nil} Nii oly Nil og2 1°35 Her) 
Nil} Nil | 008) Wir i 0m 21 
Nil] Nil | O81 | NH | Oo — pa 
ooo Nil} Nil | O18 Nil | 040 085, rt 
Nil} Nil t Nil ¥ on | ? 
Nil} Nil t Nu ? On6 H 
Ni} o-o8 | 000 1° Ong | 0:97 0°95 19 
Ni} Na | om | Mit | oso ‘aay t 
=] Ri] Mil oe | | ce) a) 
fa tn ny 0°50 t 
Nil] Nil % Ni 0°30 t 
Nil} Nil | 0°05 Nil | 0°30 040 1% 
ois | Nil | os ost 1s 
- Mi | ow 0°05 18 
tae | Nil | 038 07 ry 
+ 1) op 0 1” 
H wie 
nf it | 0: on ou 
+ | Mil 
tym] Na 
9a 
os ’ ‘0 
O17 Ho ce 
oe Oras 
038 os eR 
rt 4 
, obo 
' 
i 
he 2 bh i 
~ we ‘ “| ow 1 
. * - O17 | Nil] 081 ; 
~ es } 00s" t 
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150 ’ 
2°04 t 
025 7» 
0°60 t 
168 t 
8°66 497 
3°89 658 
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3110 t 
129 6:87 
440 aol 
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877 ? 
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8'dL ? 
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8°07 ow 
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EEK ENDING 8 am. SATURDAY, 




















JANUARY 1896. s 
iG the last two or three days of the previous week an extremely feeble barometrio 
had reached Bihar from North-Western India, and had given slightly abnormal 
3. At the close of the week, however, the depression had practioslly filled up, and 
north-east monsoon weather again obtained. On Sunday, the 19th instant, a 
erate decrease of pressure had occurred over Bengal, and temperature was usually falling, 
and fine settled weather still obtained over the province, skies were practically cloudless, rain- 
a fall was absent, and a fairly steady northerly wind prevailed at almost all stations, A slight 

to moderate incrense of pressure occurred on the 20th instant, accompanied usually by an 

creased temperature, A decided increase in cloud proportion was also reported, and a 
few drops of rain foll in Hast and North Bengal, but on the whole weather remained fine 
and settled. On the 21st a rapid increase of pressure had occurred over Bengal, which 
Was accompanied generally by a rapid decrease of temperature; skies also cleared, and 
- rainfall was absent except for a light shower at Barisal. On the other hand, a shallow 
barometrio depression had appeared over part of North-Western India, On tho 22nd this 
le low-pressure area had apparently travelled eastwards, and was over part of the 
forth-West Provinces. Hence pressure was falling briskly in Bengal, and a rather rapid 
increase of temperature was taking place at the western stations, but the depression was too 
feeble to affect the weather to any material extent, and the sky remained clear, and there 
was no rain. On the 28rd pressure rose slowly in Bengal, and the depression apparently 
_ passed away, but its effect was shown in the decided increase of temperature which was reported 
over the province, while humidity also was decidedly high. Gnatong on this day reported a 
snow-storm, and a few drops of rain were reported in Assam, but elsewhere weather remained 
fine. On the 24th a further rapid increase of pressure occurred, and pressure was rather 
largely in. excess of the normal, while the changes of temperature were variable, as it was 
rising over the eastern half of the province and falling at the western stations. Gnatong again 
reported a snow-storm on this day, but elsewhere weather was fine, and the sky almost cloud- 
less. On the 25th, or the last dsy of the week, a brisk fall of pressure had occurred—largest 
at the northern stations, but pressure was still above the normal by amounts ranging up to 
more thana tenth of an inch at the western stations. Temperature, on the other hand, was 
nearly normal for the season, anda steady north-east monsoon current was blowing over the 
whole province, skies were almost cloudless, and there had been no rain, Throughout 
the greater part of the week, therefore, weather has again been fine and settled, and of ordin- 
‘ary north-east monsoon character, 

Pressure.—Vhe mean pressure for the week has been decidedly above the normal, and the 
excess has usually varied from about 0:03” to 005", The variations at neighbouring stations 
are, however, a little irregular in amount. 

emporature.—The average mean temperature of the whole province for the week has 

been 0°4° below the normal, the largest defect having been recorded in Orissa. 
e actual average temperatures registered im the provinée for the week and their 
variation from their normal values are, however, best seen in the table below, where the 
ayerage temperature data for nine selected stations in different districts of the province are 


given :— 
Table showing the excess or defect of the actual mean temperattire from the normal for the week 
ending Saturday, the 25th January 1896. 
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oa light showers, but of no practical importance, have been reported in 
oerheat. onth.1 cs Bengal The highest average amount has been in Hast Bengal, 
$ ver, it has only equalled five hundreths of aninch. The falls have occurred 


cipally in the districts of Faridpur, Pabna, and Nadia, 








of January 1896 :— 
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Bibar ae 
Orimea eg) ols, 
hota Nagpur .., 
* Daltonganj not included, 
Merzonrotoctcat Orrics, Brencat, A. Pepirr, 
The 28th January 1896. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengai. 
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Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro- 


logical Office, Chowringhee, from 19th to 25th January 1896, 


Hyaoromerry. 
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Inches, 

The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the seven days... re ea ni 
The mean temperature of the ssven days oe a woe 68°5 
‘The extreme variation of temperature asd be o- =: 288 
The maximum temperature x i> one ss 812 

_ The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days ove ose ] 


_ The total fall of rain from 19th to 25th January 1896. ‘is 


il 
‘The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 


FS ‘Msraonotoarca: Orrior, Goyr. or Inp1a, 0. Lirtiz, Lia 
for Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
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The 27th January 1896. 


Set Bow 


weeezze F {nant mut tt eon 


peril: 


oe 











‘KEONCOVA “OD “D < 
“spseq 49490 64} Jo ouC Japan emo mom dow 784} JO SPIEy PEsB [IV "SIFTED ONS oq; UO oNLOIEINS 30; SsuD] OFETEdes Ou OTE NL » 


eea‘orr | eap'ett | su9'stt | 


“S081 424usa0yr fo pwo 04 dn wonobras wo) pow, eau 
"96-S68T Vax TVIDIAZ0, BHL WOU SNOLLVUa(Q) NOLLYOIUUT 
“IVONG ‘INGNLYVdaa NOILVOIUaT 








CIROULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approwimate return of traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 25th January 10h 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 





Wek RNDING SATURDAY, THB Waex RNDING SATURDAY, on mi 
257TH JANUARY 1896. 20rn JANUARY 1895, mane | 








Abn of principal commodities “abil over the ty Central Railway during the month 
November 1895, as compared with the tm month of the previous pati es 





































— o o oo rf eveese '° 1 one 5 i senna 
meric sos won 68 63 0 1 
Grain and pulse— ® ‘ / 
Rice in the husk” i his "F930 H "3 “Ys0 1 Se [eee 
Do. — in oe husk on i Hy bs 89 m3 113 179 . 
Hides and akine— ie a ed i 1 , 
Hides of vattie— 
a or tanned nr) 
ma aes fo 21 cana 29 2 29 oy 8 
Dressed or Cre Td 
ae 2 6,898 2,003 985 
ie savers 598 96) covers 
Gunny-bags: and “cloth 87 . 1 a . i 38 47 Su 9 
) man oe C | cseves 1b ve 6 wb se 9 
juoTe— 
u Wines we oe 2 ae 3 ee 2 8 rey 
wrought... wn 8 10 8 4 18 2 6 sevnes 
ron oe oe 4 - 202 Say ot . = sees 4 
Kerosine .. . wwe . 228 eoeee 276 228 276 coset 48 
Castor ws o- oo 21 6 21 6 15 eens 
Cocoanut .., an ae ry 7 oo 4 7 14 | csseee 7 
Others we a ‘ 189 1 ne 160 ne 41 sees 
af Linseed... a a ree ee eee anes 3 see 
Rape and mustard —.,. ie 163 18 176 86 
peor and paste! = 37 oon 7 v 18 
@ + owe 7 2 -~ 2 5 teneee 8 
Bra froitsand nuts. noses 2 2 1 osaned 
em Seon.” aes” | cage gene 48 80 128 65, ovtoes 
aie rr er ee) 255 9 204 258 6 ona 
Meats ae ws, ee “ne ont mr] 1a | es 
ties Spates a} 6 88 8] cn |e 
one ue as 4 1 15 8 orkens 
Stone and lime oom ow 8 8 n 20 evens 9 
- Bugar— 
Refined or crystallized, including sugar- 8 ceveet 1 8 RL canes 4 
Unrefine owt molasses soaring peas © or 201 434 277 187 ‘ions 
eh 2 26 w | : 
Uv manufactured “oe 7 166 5 oes 
MM other articles of merchandise” 201 7186 602 ws] 
—_— | —— | —- | — 
* 5,200 | 13,313 0,838 4,962 984 





F. 0. W. Dover, 
Oaxourna, the 28th January 1896 For Examiner of Accounts. 





Weekly Return 6f Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways, 
Wy ne 


EAST INDIAN RATLWAY. ] ies 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 18th January 1896, on 1,698°79 miles open. xe 

















; ri 
COACHING TRAFFIC, Muncuaxpisa ay Mrnerar TRAFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN. 
ha Number of | Coachi ht Kootimtell "| eoocmens tos 
, ‘umber o! 
passengers, reoulpte ed, Receipts, > Coaching. | “‘dise, Total, 
























































































, Rs, a. P. Mos, 8. Be aP| Rs &. P 
Total tractor theweek —.., "881,418 | °3,77,412 15 0 | 82,61,106 0 | 707,564.12 0] 18,676 11 0 
permiloof railway. | u} cesses 222 2 8 es) 46 8 2 wisn} — 64910 Hse 
previous 1p weeks "of hai 
year ” a0 420,571 614,871 0 0 60,82,332 30 | 12,76,602 4 0) 20,222 2 0 
Total for 2} weeks ane 700,084 | 8,01,78315 0 93,43,626 30 | 19,84,167 0 0) 47,808.13 0 
CoMPAnison, 
pn for corresponding week 
of previous year . 206,851} | 3,08,699 1 3 28,81,602 20) 640,846 1 1) 16,79715 3 120,086 
Per mile of railway’ ‘correspond 
ing week of Reevioos year ou sevens 185 1 8 coveee 885 8 5 1012 evesee eonens, spec 
Total for corresponding 2) 
weeks of previous year “ ‘74,1293 | 7,98,012 10 11 87,24,194 20 | 18,50,562 13 1) 45,792 7 9 213,972 328,908 542,880 
* Tho increase is chiefly in outward traffic, 
. 
* TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
je Approximate Return f ares, Sor the week ended 18th January 1896, on 22°23 miles open. 
ry =——— — —_—— = ————————__ 
ih Coacurme Travvic, | MBRCHANDISR AND MINERAT. TRAYPIO TRAIN-MILES RUB, 
a. | Oth rearing Total ae 
fs wittves ix (estimated), earnings. * 
im ber of Coachi ‘erchan- 
nice panengera: Seasipin: Weightoarried.| Receipts. Conching. | Tise, Totel, 
Rs, a. P. Mops. 8. Rs.a, Pr. Rs. A. P, Ra, A. P. 
' 
Total traflic t! ae ¥ 047 8 0 bea 0 384 9 0 10 0 0 542 1:0 1,110 78 1,183 
Far Siecrseitens tbe fags! oT ol 17 410 072 244 12 11 Sait covers ones 
oe ue weak be it 80,586 7,085 9 0 ee 708 9 0 21000 “8,409 2 0 1,782 110 1,893 
ante ef woke ov 51,929 | 12,792 1 0| 80,085 520 |. 1,088 2 0 31.0 0) 13,851 8 0 2,802 188 8,080 
ComMPARISON, 
Paci ror Rigen won 22,018 5,185 10 3 11,961 10 4313 8 730 5,591 10 6 117 7 1,188 
Ee ee ius 2310 4 A 2031 068) 1.87) sun er ae 
‘ weoks et tovioa year = * 57,365 18,837 8 5 34,883 30 1,826 12 3 2M 0 15,1868 2 8 8,001 2 8,219 
Fe , 
i . 
DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ended 18th January 1896, on 161-40 miles open. 
| basi aE AT A AaB A a PRA AE RE a LEE ORI 
| 
Coacuixe Traryic, | MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL TRareio einiecial RUN. 
‘ Other earnin: earnings 
‘ Number of Coaching Weight estimated) a Merchan. 
o % 
» ‘i passengers. receipts, carried, Receipts, Coaching. | ““dise, ‘Total. 
-* 






CoMPARISON. 
 Potal for’ corresponding week 
r PrevIOUB YOaT ., we we 24,168 8 1 
ee por bite of railway correspond- 


149 11:10 
64,401 14 9 





















aie _ EASTERN BEN STATE RAILWAY. 
a et  (scrvprxe N.B., Dacca, K.-D., axp Assam-Brran Sxcrions.) 
Approvinate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the first 11 days of January i896, on 813 miles open. 























































Maeeowawpise AND MINBRA: 
Ooacnine TRarric, TRavyic ‘Other carntass TRAPPIO TRAIN-MIIES RUN, 
LE eee says — Creaeine Totalearnines, en inci 
Number of Coac! Weisht . } 
passenxers. receipts, carried. | peace pts | Goncting, rm | ie 
s Re. a. Mos. 8. Ra, A. P. Ba, A. P. Re a. P 
fic for 11 = 311,499 | 1,00,698 0 0 | 11,13,080 0 | 1,92,610 0 0) 24,650 0 0} 8,07,040 0 0) 45, 
pitas eof al days... 491 9 0 0 a5 | ne 0 Ol 10 0 Cir ne bey = 
arte, weoks at bail: | ny 
Sh, 3 ms el < 811,430 | 1,600,680 0 0} 11,153,080 0 dann 0 0 14,659 0 0) 867,940 0 0) 45,300 48,004 938,904 
~ ComPARis0N. . = 
12 da: e 
sh raha ve 948,778 | 1,062,976 0 0 17,607,765 0 | $,01,564 0 4! 28,065 0 0 | 4,02,605 0 0 50,718 76,077 | 126,705 
reli i: 
er li of alway ores pon 215 100 0 0 1,087 0 186 0 0 100 287 0 0) sass eaies etn 
date 
74 ae Bong eee 843,778 | 1,062,976 0 0| 17,67,765 0 | 3,01,568 0 " 28,065 0 0| 4,02,005 0 0 60,718 76,077 | 126,705, 
aa 











* Excluding steamer earnings, 


EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
(Inciupine N, B., Dacca, K.-D., anv Assaa-Braan Sections.) 


Approximate Keturn of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 18th January 1896, on 813 miles open. * 

















of x 
Coacuine Trarric, | M¥RCMANDISE AND MawawaL lOther earnings TRAPVIO TRAIN-MIURS RUN. 















































~ 
en . a | Cpelading Total earnings,| —————_—_——_—__~ 
% Number of Coaching | ‘ i Merchan- 
paskengert. reoaipra. |Weightenrried.| Receipts. Coaching. dine. | ‘otal. 
~ Rs, a.P Mos. 8, Re, A. P. Rs. a. P. Re, A. P. 
Total traffic forthe week —... 190,070 96,500 0 0 6,54,460 0 | 1,27,870 0 0) 15,690 0 0 | 2,88120 0 0 30,100 30,1 
Or per mile of ny ran i "236 19 0 0 805 0 157 0 0 “10 0 0 200 0 Of see | canoe eel eetie rs; 
2 alte | 
previous weeks ot. 311,499 | 1,60,680 0 0 | 11,189,080 0 | 1,992,610 0 0) 14,050 0 0) 367,080 0 0 45,300 | 48,608 93,008 
na oo ye ne en aati ROE 
| Total for 3weeks .., 501,500 | 257,240 0 0 17,07,53) 0 8,20,480 0 0) 28,540 0 0. 6,068,060 00 75,400 73,718 | 16Mis 
, _—_- —_—  —_—_—_- --_———-— > —————— —— —— a | A se 
S COMPARIBON. 
‘iod 
aon for Hingis pail per 200,607 95,277 0 0 8,03,773 0 | 1,85,100 0 0 11,284 0 0) 2,670 0 0 80,312 40,415 70g 
d= 7 
OE of railway correapond- <7 uz 00 089 0 223 0 0 30 0 B00} assane ee , 
week of prev’ i “Fin 
sprevions your — ioe eS | 288,203 0 0 | 25,71,598 0 | 4,86,673 0 0} 89,850 0 0 | 7,84.276 0 0 | — 81,089 | 116,609 | 107,088 
»'y * Excluding steamer earnings, * 
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I BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for first 11 days of January 1896, on 125 miles open, 

















- es ee pis *: 
na Coacmixa Travero, | MERCHANDISE AxD MirgRat | TRAPPIC TRAIN-AULES RUN, 
Other earnings.| Total earnings,| 
Number of Coach Weight 4 
aimee paseangess. recoiptae carried. Receipts. [coun Merohan- Total. 














Rs. a. vp.) Re, a. PL Rs. A. P. 


170 0 0 24,260 0 0 
100 700 


Rs, a. P. 


18,640 0 0 
m0 0 
















10 00 24.200 0 0 



























8,343 0 0 188 0 0 27,422 0 0 6,785 8,000 
383 0 0 100 1100 0 0 aoe seven 
8,343 0 188 0'O} 27,423 0 0 6,745 


18,891 0 0 14,474 0 
7% 00 498 0 
18,801 0 0 14,174 0 
























. MancwanpisE aNd MinweaL 
COACHING TRAFFIO, TRAPPIC. 





































































we pessengers. | vocetpes | cnrriea, | | Retetpra, ‘Total, 
Rs. a. P. Mos. 8. Rs. A.P, Ra, a.P, Ra, a.P. % 
| op 28, 10,820 0 0 58,020 0] 3,730 0 0 350.0 0] 4 00 084 98: 
Dar niet railway nai? ose 6 0 0 44 0 3 0 0 go 0 etry 00 * fae ps 
yoar Lipkin staan 0,439 | 18,649 0 0 £0,540 0| 5,450 0 0 10 0 0| e420 0 0} 6830 eave | 8.806. 
*  ‘Potal for S.weeks 79,870 29,460 0 0 1,388,560 0 9,180 0 0 520-0 0 39,100 0 0 10,204 4,364 tans 
Oompantson, - 
nels Pa oot pericd'| sgper | 9gt0 0 0] mies 0} 5.08 0 0| ssa 0 0| sass 0 0} ou 2,000 | 5,090 
4 alae ad feng nolisdgond- 232 00 413 0 810 0 400 4 0 0 e aie 
“Co! aaies date of 
|, Previous year | 84,176 28,707 0 0 1,76,057 0 12,185 0 9 744 0 0! 41,696 0 0 10,429 5,006 15,435 
. 
? DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
a 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage ‘oud ae 1 days of ’ Janwary 1896, on 86 miles open. 
= == —=—= —=—== == = ———————SSSE 
7 * Coachinea TRAFFIC, | Minoan AyD MINERAL . TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 
wv 
Other earnings Total a = ve nak 
” Number of Coaching Weight " aay Merchan- 
Pod passengers. | receipts, carried, Receipts. Coaching. | T“dise. 
| Re, a. P, Mops, 8. Rs, A. P Rs, a. 7, Rs. ae 7 
Total traffic for li days... ... 0,070 | 11,670 0 0 130 0| 8,880 0 0 200 0 0 510 0 0 3, 
eters ‘ot ig 283 6 0 0 ac r"4 0 2000 100 ann 00 eat en aa 
jeoks of bait. | / 
ae eevee) | “ va ee ae er ae hin fifi 
ol a deities 2 wisi Py 40,070 | 11,670 0 0 260 0 0/ 15,510 0 0 3,897 1,818 5,210 
: Comranison, 
corresponding 12 
wiles peal be 41,385 | 13,800 0 0| — 2,06,604 0| aajes2 0 0 100 0 0/ 25432 0 0) 4046 4,506 | 9,088 
Sie of railway ‘correspond. | 
week of previous year on | 8% 00 620 0 7 00 100 14800) cise nee er 
to corresponding uate ot | 
previous year... 41,985 | 18,800 0 0 | — 1,06,06 0] 11,582 0 0 100 0 0} 25,482 0 0 4,246 4,806 | 9,052 
‘ 
DACOA STATE RAILWAY, 
Approximate Return of Traffic'and Mileage for the week ented 18th January 1896, 0n 86 miles open, 
tee 
‘ Coacuixe Taarric, | MURCHANDIen axy MinERAL TRAPFIO TRATN-MILRS RUN, 
3 Other earnings BME. ol 





Total 
(estimated), | earnings, 
Number of Coaching mast Receipts, 





Re. 4. P, Ra. a. P. 
800 0 0 
0 ar] 0 
11,679 0 0 
18,210 0. 0 








(Ixcuupes tas Trrnut Stare Rartway.) 
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Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending 18th January 1896 on 756 miles open. s 
MeucuanDIspaND MINERA, 
Ooacmrne TRavric, brea Other carnings “DRAPPIO TRAIN-MILES RUS. 
Number of ‘notation 
umber o! Weight a} K earnings. , 
passengers, | Beceipts. cuted. Reooipte. | steam-boat., Conching, | Menchan- | Total, 
= 
Ra. a le 2 
{ratio tor the Ea 91,710 20,080 be ( oye e a 
es. : k 92,290 a)s2, 12,530 | (a) 1,04,500 15,048 
‘alle = 1ai"S1 si - ; . ; , 
Seras os. z half: ae 51508 7008 16°58 W835 fae 
ST na ee ww wf 187,080 63,750 575,380 82,800 16,030 1,03,320 15,241 
Total tor 24 weeks uy «| 288,740 702,890 9,67,010 1,35,870 29,210 2,07,010 | 30,880 
: _ Lone Sates | cninsast emanate Sseinentee 
‘Total tor corresponding 
uaepeyioes ‘yese on Tes miles 92,857 28,573 4,01,472 60,283, 
per ile i arn ame — pss oe : 2 9,917 1,08,723 Ui 
ope year ‘inte i rer 1812 14381 boas 
ae | | ek 101,000 19,98,742 1,067,216 28,051 2,097,768 37,858 


(a) Decrease is due to slack goods traffic. 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 























Rs. a. PB. 
Approximate earnings for the first 11 a3 of January 1896 ove ww =—:12,866 0 O ‘ 
Corresponding period of 1895 - oe on o. —:16,806 16 6 
Decrease oe a on one oe ove 4,451 15 65 
_—_—_—__ 4 
sera per mile for the first 11 days of ae 1896 . on oo 242 4 0 , 
et Corresponding period of 1895... on os os 329 8 9 “ 
< panes he 
Decreasé ons we on <a int pa 87 4 9 wth, 
ang Receipts from 1st to er Lenny 1896 a ven ‘lee ww. «=: 2,855 0 0 
* Corresponding period of 1 oe oo to ww =: 16,808 15 6 
i Decrease ww « « ee “ ~ 4401 15 6 # 
at 
DARJERLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. m a 
Bs he Be 
Approximate earnings for the week ending 18th January 1896 a w= -:9,888 0 0 
Corresponding period of 1896 oe a oe oo w «=. 9,844 6 8 
Increase ow oe oe oe ow oe 4938 9 9 
Receipts mile fot the week ending 18th January 1896 in ie 192 14 6 
Corresponding period of 1895 tee oe oe oon oe 188 3 7 
Increase on as tee oo Sea ow 9 10 10 
Receipts from 1st to 1h J January 1896 _ és os we 22,198 0 0 : 
‘ Corresponding period of 189 wore one oe ons ww. 26,151 6 9 eF 
Decrease - on = os wee - 3,958 6 9 3 
* 5 
% 
. * 
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POLLUTION OF THE WATER OF RIVERS IN BENGAL. 


No. 546J. 
RESOLUTION, 


POLICE. 
Caloutta, the 28th January 1896. 
Reap again— 
Letter No. 1974, dated the 2nd February 1895, from the Sanitary Commissioner 
for Bengal, on the pract.ce of throwing dead bodies into the rivers of 
B 


Read also— 
"Government Resolution No. 2151J., dated the 16th April 1895, on the subject. 

In the Government Resolution cited above, the Comnuissioners of Divisions 
and District Magistrates were requested to ascertain and report on the measures 
adopted for the disposal of dead bodies in the different districts of their divi- 
sions, and to elicit public opinion.on the suggestions made for putting 
a stop to the practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers wherever that 
custom prevailed. The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, the British Indian 
‘Association, and the Inilian Association were also asked for reports on the 

subject. : 

mae The replies received by Government from unofficial persons conelu- 
sively show that the practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers and of staking 
dead’ bodies in rivers, has not the sanction of religion, and that there is no 
reason to apprehend any agitation or opposition if it were generally prohibited. 
Thus the Batis Indian Association write :— 

2 EAE i ing dead bodies into rivers never found a justification on the 
iRise ages mctineat i the a of the native community. Locking to the difficul- 
ties of checking the practice, it was ormerly regarded as an unavoidable nuisance, but always 
with abhorrence. The change for the better, which hasigradually taken place in this respect, 
is no doubt partly due to tue vigilance of the police, vut it is in a great measure owing to 
the people gradually realising the true character of the evil. : 

A similar opinion is expressed ‘by the Mahatajag of Durbhanga and 
Hatwu, but they suggest that there should be no interference with the funeral 
eae ee ‘the Sanyasis or other Hindu ascetics, among whom it is the custom 

f Brag erred to consign them to the sacred river with heavy 





| to them. Bcd Sarah rs eeciaky Be aide, fra VWs ne: oa. alae 












3. The Commissioners of ; 8, Who were ¢onsulted by Government, 
are unanimously of opinion that the ¢ plained of is decreasing in all parts 
of Bengal, and that the feeling of all educated persons is in favour of 
being taken by Government to prohibit 4) where it prevails’ The, 
only serious objection to any measure of kind appears to be that of — 
expense in the case of persons belonging to the poorest classes, especially during» 
times of scarcity and epidemic. but even in the ‘case of this class of persons, 
there is ample evidence that help from neighbours and other sources is usually 
forthcoming. Moreoyer, the cost of cremation is trifling compared with the 
Sums spent on even the humblest marriages, and the Lieutenant-Goyernor is 
therefore prepared to direct that measures should now be taken in the direetion 
suggested by Dr, Gregg, the late Sanitary Commissioner. His Honour is satisfied 
that the time has come when the recommendations of the Calcutta Conference of 
1887 can be enforced without objection or difficulty in all places to which th 
are applicable, and that Municipalities and District Officers should unite in their 
endeavours to put an end to a practice which is condemned on all sides as 
highly insanitary, and is not supported by religious prejudice or sentiment. 

4. In accordance with these views, all Municipalities will now be called 
on to apply, where they have not already ‘done so, for the extension of sections 
254 to 260A of the unicipal Act; to provide proper burning ghats, where 
necessary, under section 259 of the Act; to provide for the burning and 
burial of paupers under section 260; and to enforce the provisions of section 
257, which prohibit the burial or burning of corpses in unregistered ground. 
If these provisions of the law are properly enforced they appear to provide 
sufficiently for the protection of urban areas. It does not seem possible 
at present to invite District Boards to. follow similar lines, but District 
Magistrates should generally take action in the same manner and direc- 
tion as was done in 1888 under the advice of the Advocate-Generel in the 
Burdwan and Presidency Divisions. Sir Charles Paul then. advised that 
Magistrates should not promulgate an order addressed to the public, but 
that the Government should “cause notices to be exhibited in’ convenient 
places, stating that any person found throwing a corpse or a carcass into 
the Hooghly will be prosecuted under section 290 of the Indian Penal Code, 
Government being advised that the practice causes danger to health, and is 
therefore a common danger to the public and to the people in general who dwell 
in the vicinity of the river.” ‘lhe Lieutenant-Governor does not consider that 
such notices will be necessary or desirable in all districts. In some parts of the 
country the obnoxious practice of consigning dead bodies to the rivers does not 
exist, while in Eastern Bengal it may be said that the throwing of bodies into the 
enormous volume of such rivers as the Padma or Meghna can hardly be described 
as creating a public nuisance. Moreover, it must often be the case in some 
districts during the rains, when the whole country is under water, that no 
other means of disposal of tne dead can be found. Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
does not wish to publish these notices in such tracts or to harass the people 
with impracticable reforms. He desires also that care may be taken not to 
exercise any interference with the religious rites and customs of Sanyasis and 
other Hindu ascetics, who usually consign dead bodies to a watery grave. 
Notices must be published only in places where they are applicable and with 
the previous sanction of the Commissioner of the Division, and it must always 
be remembered that prosecutions under the Penal Code should be instituted 
with discretion. 

5. With reference to these remarks, Commissioners are requested to apply 
to Government for the number of notices they require for each district in 
their respective Divisions, and to state the vernacular languages in which the 
notices should be printed. These notices will be published in such a manner 
as the District Magistrate may determine, 

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to all Commissioners, 
and to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, for information and guidance. 

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Inspector. 
General of Police and to the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal for information. 

Ordered that a copy ofthis Resolution be forwarded to the mate“ 
Pale ve) this Government for information, and for communication to 
Sani oard, 

‘Onlored also that'a copy of this Resolution and of the reports received be 
published in the Caleutia Gevette. REDE SE cates lS plaaeh NS Ae Sai 


. < 1 Set ceeencale: "on. Sn 

, By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, . mk 
$or'40 hiv i ‘ ; late $1 i b AY ry a P =} Se ’ tise Bret alt - 
Peary OR RE SOR iy ateys: 37 La cae ee Sr Beene te eee 
Wyk ENE sib beady extt cy eigen cise Ok ee 


eRe NBT AES 


ils 










Biren STN RAM CAN IIE SPARS vs 3 













= Ty <5 =: 
wes) Dated Gosain-Durgapury the 13th Jung 1895, + 
6» From—Basv Syama Coaran CHATTERJEE, B.A., 00.8., Practising Physici 
por To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. ane 
Iy_continuation of my note to Dr. Lidderdale, President of the Nadia 

Fever Commission, in 1881, on the etiology of malarial fever and other epidemic 
disease, in which I had occasion to remark on the pollution of drinking water 
by casting dead bodies into rivers, or staking them in the beds of rivers, in order 
to ayoid the expense of incineration at prescribed ghats, 1 have the honour to 
submit the following additional notes for the consideration of our enlightened 
Government, in the hope that stringent legislative measures may be adopted 
and enforced for the suppression of a hi hly pernicious—nay dangerous—prac- 
tice 80 unequivocally interdicted by the Hindu shastras, and strongly condemned 
by the teachings of sanitary science, 

2. The rigorous enforcement. of section:290 of the Indian Penal Code by 
order of Sir Steuart Bayley checked this obnoxious practice to a certain extent 
in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, but in the aration! hatitty any notice is taken 
of the contamination of the water of rivers, khals, &c., largely resorted to for 
drinking and culinary purposes by the people living in rural villages. The 
village chaukidars, panchayet and the police, as a rule, seem to sleep over the 
matter, and never think of attempting even to check this malpractice which our 
Government is so anxious to suppress by all fair means for the benefit of public 
health. Since Government have invited an expression of public openion on a 
resolution lately published, I consider it worth my while to submit certain addi- 
tional notes and suggestions on behalf of rural villages, and in the interests of 
‘people who cannot make their grievances felt by the ruling authorities. It is a 
well-known fact that the bulk of the rural people, in Bengal at least, look upon 
the Government as their ma-bap, and think that whatever is done for them by 
that Government is solely intended for their own good. The doctrine of the 
“divinity that doth hedge a king” still rules their minds in all its glory. Now, 
I beg to urge, for the earnest consideration of Government, that the subject 
under discussion is a matter in which they may exercise their parental authority 
with discretion and moderation for the benefit of those whom Providence has 
entrusted to their care and kindness. Certain legal measures ought by all means 
to be passed, of course with due safeguards against unnecessary oppresssion and 

- hardship, for the prevention of the pollution of drinking water in rural villages, 
I have consulted several agriculturists and workmen of strong common sense on 
this subject, and they are one and all of opinion that the drinking water ought 
to be protected against pollution by all fair means. 

3. tis a notorious fact that the rivers of Bengal (the deltaic parts) have 
been. exhibiting, within the last quarter of a century at least, a tendency, greater 
or less at places, to silt up gradually. Their beds are becoming contracted and 
devited, and the streams shallow and stagnant. The causes of this gradual 
physical change it is not for me to discuss at length in this communication, but 
I simply wish to give prominence to it, so that the subject of the gradual scarcity 
of drinking water for man and beast, particularly during the dry months, may 
be fully considered, and its importance as a factor of public health be thoroughly 
appreciated. Now, let us consider for a moment that if unburnt or half-burnt 
or scorched carcasses are indiscriminately cast into these shallow water-courses, 
whether the small volumes of water contained in them be not rendered thereby 
utterly unfit for human consumption. These shallow channels, by a process’ 
of natural erosion, form at places stagnant pools of water; largely used by 
ignorant eople living on the banks. ‘The carcasses borne into these pools by 

e she pa streams fester and decompose there till they are driven awa 
elsewhere by the force of the wind. It is a noteworthy fact that cholera spreads 
itself always down the course of river and seldom up. ‘The dead bodies or other 
filth containing germs are borne down by the current and disseminate them by 
the agency of the drinking water. Kven animal oil has sometimes been seen 
floating on the surface of water at places largely inhabited. I think it is the 
bounden duty of all my educated and enlightened countrymen in one voice of 
accord to help Government towards adopting salutary measures for the suppres- 
sion or removal of the most potent amongst the preventible causes of epidemic 

i popularly called “ mahamaree.” No voice of hae v7 on mere imagi- 
nary grounds should be heeded. The protection of public health and the 
prevention of epidemic disease in the light of Western science and common sense 
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“proceeding from the cul- 
pable indifference of certain i classes, or from B igirors Rasen wt ¥ 
simplest laws of hygiene, ought to count for nothing with our enlighteried rulers. 


It may be urged, as a plausible argument, thatthe poor people, thatis; those who. 
lave not the means to pay for the necessary expenses of cremation or incineration 
ears suffer, in case any penulty be imposed by law for non-incineration of dead 


Hindus are poor. But is incineration of a dead relative such an’expensive affair’ 
as to be beyond their scanty means? As far as my experience goes, hardly if 
ever. One needs some dry fuel wood, an earthen gurra, and a ‘piece of ‘rope to 
cremate a poor deceased relative, The very poorest even may ask for and easily 
procure the wherewithal to burn his relative’s corpse before throwing it ‘into. 
any water-course near his village. It is an admirable trait in the character of 
the peace-loving and charitubly-disposed rural Alindu that he is ever ready to 
help in the funeral obsequies for the benefit of the soul of his deceased eo- 
religionist—whether rich or poor—without the distinction of caste even. I 
have witnessed with my. own eyes the funeral ceremonies of a destitute and 
friendless dead stranger gladly performed by other strangers amongst whom 
he happened to breathe his last as a poor traveller. Such being the rural 
custom and practice, the argument as to tie poverty of means of rural Hindus 
seems to be at best but a plausible one, and may be advanced by those only 
who wish to display deliberate hostility towards any measure proposed by 
Government without duly wrelarhing the gravity of its importance or its absolute 
necessity. Such chronic hostility ought to be trented at its due worth, and 
should on no account be permitted to dissuade Government from their path of 
benevolence and righteousness, 

4. Polluted water disseminates the germs of disease as freely ‘as the 
putrefying carcasses themselves. The prevention of such pollution, and ‘the 
adoption of other known eee measures, if rightly understood and practi- 
cally given effect.to, would tend a great deal towards effectually checking the 
spread of cholera and other epidemic disease, and lessening the apalling mortality 
caused by those fell scourges. It is a fact that the bulk of my ignorant 
countrymen (as is the case all over the world) look upon the matter ‘as @ 
divine infliction, to which they must submit in all humility as a predestined 
affair—beyond human control. But those who can rightly understand’ that 
much of the virulence of an epidemic scourge, such as cholera, is under our 
control, and therefore preventible, ought, in a body, move Government to adopt 
measures for the mitigation of an evi ‘ehemibiek by our own habits of gross 
negligence, instead of hampering them by any voice of foolish opposition 
against a benevolent measure calculated to benefit us one and all, in strict 
obedience to the precepts of our sacred shastras—(vide my Sanskrit texts in the 
annexure to my first report). 


5. The following suggestions are respectfully submitted for the acceptance 
of Government :— 


(a) At every village or at the centre of a group of small hamlets, where 
flows a river or any other water-course, there shall be a 
burning ghat.at a little distance from the bust, for the erema- 
tion of dead bodies of Hindus, as Musalmans invariably bury 
their dead. At no other place than this prescribed ghat should 
cremation or incineration be allowed, except under special 

_ circumstances with the sanction of the authorities. 

(6) Staking, scorching the mouth or the forehead, or tying a ‘piece of 
rope round the neck with an earthen pot attached thereto, 
before throwing the carcass into the river, are practices common 
amongst certain classes of the people. But in no instance 
‘should any dead body be allowed to ‘be cast into the river 

without thorough incineration. eet 

(c) The burning ghat may be kept under the control of ‘the village 
panchayet or chief panchayet and the police. The chaukidars, 
who are at present mere do-nothings, can keep watch over it 
day and night, The panchayets, if well utilized, can di 
this duty satisfactorily underthecontro) of subordinate executive 
officers exercised through the local Police Inspectors. ; 
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ies before casting them into water-courses. True, I admit the bulk’ of rural bs 











ar in, which the names of all the ased. 
burnt, t red, and ot er paren ast fori 
“cpa by executive ogee aise om tour, There are very 
» , XeW Mpanian municipalities in Bengal, but village panchay 

may be well utilized in Eh Gonhatich® and in ca tty mie Ne 
Ohi of rural sanitation under the guidance of sanitary 
> inspectors. I beg to suggest, though with diffidence, that a 
a “nominal tax of one-pice per ead ma be, safely levied from the 
relatives of the deceased to. meet tho expenses of inspection 










and cleansing. _The poorest people may be exempted from this 
~~ trifle of a contribution Li a a fund for general use. Out of 
; d ,& sweeper may be retained to cleanse the ghat daily ; 
oka well-to-do people may be taxed at a higher rate, Pent ae 
ee ¢ J) Ut has been, brought to my nape that some Bairagees bury their 
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ne esgie in river beds. They may bury them at certain other 
Hae Dh places, but shall not be permitted todo so in beds of rivers, lest 
Be hres contamination of the water take place during the freshets at the 
i ' time of the periodical inundation. t 


he" ts in 
Further suggestions may be continued to meet any hostile opposition against 
the adoption of repressive legal’ measures. vk ay 


Dated Oalcutta, the 18th June 1495. 
From—Rat Ras Koman Sarvapuicarr Banapur, Secretary, British Indian 
roary Association, 
x To—The Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department. 
_. In reply to your letter No. 2156J., dated the 16th ultimo, I have the 
leiatieheanbenit the following opinion of the Managing Committee of the 
itish Indian Association on the practice of throwing dead bodies into the 
of Bengal. 
he ‘The practice of casting dead bodies into rivers never found.a justifica- 
on, on the score of religious sentiment, in the eyes of the native community. 
Ks fie the difficulties of checking the practice, it was formerly regarded as 
; _gpayoidable nuisance, but always with abhorrence, The change for the. 
ually taken place in this respeet, is no-doubt partly due to 
ce of the police, but it is in a great measure owing to the people 
realising the true character of’ the evil: , 

8, The Committee would beg leave to add in passing that the poverty. of 
_ the people generally has contributed to some extent to, bring on the: evil com- 
plained of. Municipalities are authorised to provide funds for the burning of 
@. of charge, but no, such provision exists. in respect of rural areas 
exceed: those-of municipalities. Thongh assistance in burning the, 
poor may be obtained when sought for, it is not likely to be always ready. 
and it would be > if other local bodies, such as panchayets, could be 
ered /to.find funds for the; cremation of paupers. _ : 

_ Phe general. feeling against pollution: of, rivers. by casting, dead 
cafe ommittee of the Association do not 
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From—A. H. Jamzs, 
_ I wave the honour to acknowl the receipt of your endorsemen 
No, 2152J. of the 16th April last, regarding the practice of casting dead bodies 
and carcasses of animals into the river, and in reply beg to report that from 
a it appears no corpses are now ever thrown into the af pap hai 
within the town limits of the Port of Calcutta. Those found by conser- 
vancy boats have either been drowned accidentally or carried in by the tides 
from beyond town limits. There are, however, grounds to believe that dead 
bodies of boatmen are sometimes thrown into the canals, but these cases are 
happily few, as far as can be ascertained. 
he number of carcasses found floating, and dealt with by the Police, still 
appear large; but when it is taken into consideration that dead dogs, cats, rats 
and even fowls are classed under this heading, the evil is really less than it 
appears. 
os 2. There is no doubt that all educated natives, especially those inhabiting 
the districts round Calcutta, condemn the practice of throwing corpses into the 
river, and are prepared to co-operate in preventing this dangerous custom, I 
would therefore be inclined to publish the notice mentioned in paragraph 5 of 
the Government Resolution all over Bengal, leaving the working of the law as 
much as possible to the Municipal Commissioners and local bodies, except in 
the Burdwan and Presidency Diyisions, where instructions should be given to 
insist upon the police putting a stop to the nuisance. pe A 
8. If it is found that the practice can be put down in the above divisions, 
then the law might be put in full force in other districts, by which time the 
inhabitants will have become more reconciled to it, and give up their old habits 
without much trouble, 







No. 898Jct., dated Darjeeling, the 5th July 1895. 
From—P. Notan, Ese,, Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, 
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your memorandum 
No. 2152J., dated the 16th April 1895, and the pre. tr Resolution, in which 
I am invited to report what is the practice followed in this Division as to di 
posing of corpses in streams, and to elicit public opinion on the proposals | 
made by Government for putting a stop to this source of contamination, — 

2. The practice prevails in this Division, though not to the same et 
as in other parts of Bengal. There seems to be little religious feeling in its 
favour. The two Hindu District Magistrates of this Division, Mr. L. Palit and 
Mr. Umesh Chandra Batavyal, report that there is none, and that they have 
already taken steps to stop the nuisance on their own account. I enclose copies 
of their letters, Mr, Fisher, District Magistrate of Pabna, writes:— 


“TI am informed that, according to the Hindu shastras, children under two years of age 
are buried either on the banks of rivers or in the beds of dry nalas. The Muhammadans 
commonly bury their dead in cholera time in shallow graves in the dry beds of khals. This 
nuisance, however, is rarely committed within the municipal limits.” ' a 

3. I am of opinion that, so far as this Division is concerned, the % 
indicated in Government Resolution No, 2151J., dated the 16th April 1895, 
may be taken to suppress the practice. I am not, however, very sanguine as 
to the result. The circumstances attending the disposal of dead bodies by the 
poor are such that convictions can rarely be secured in ] such as 


those contemplated. Moreover, the rivers of this country teem with animal ie, ae 


. 


from the alligator to the microscopic insect, and therefore with “ 
seh hs fo of Sea tin, Thy re the seer oa aon 
loatin, 01 Ww are 1 and for the towns or Ae 
which Pei their banks, I doubt whether the improv nthe pro- ~ 
posed measures will by itself effect will be perceptible to the closest a er 








No. 662 the 28th June 
| -Fror Pauit, Hsa., Magistrate. ‘Dinajpur, 
; To—The Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division. f f 

“Wir reference to your No. 77Jct., dated 26th April 1895, I have t a 

that Hindu birth, from my knowledge of. Hindu “bart and bon the‘opitaster ot fea 
aor IT have consulted on this subject, I am of opinion that to punish the act of 

hroy dead bodies into rivers as a public nuisance is not all opposed to Hindu reli io 

sentiments or to their feelings. I have no hesitation in saying that such acts sh fa bo 
- hed ublic nuisance, and 1 i thes 
: - panis rs sever UR 5 may state that I have already had it notified to thana 
. sonst _ — at cases of throwing dead bodies into rivers are to be reported as 
















No. 207J., dated Bogra, the 80th May 1895. 


From—Umersn Cuanpra Baravyat, Esg., Offg. Magistrate of 
‘Yo—The Commissioner of the Rajshahi Diviion. — 


Wirn reference to your Circular No, 77Jct., dated 26th April 1895, on the suliject of 


at i pie 18th May 1896, trom the Chai pt et -_ bodies into rivers, I -have the 

a 2 sty. onour to submit copies of the reports noted 

2. No. 24M., dated 15th May 1895, from the Chair- : Porte 2 

1 i TT ened iy 1805, from the es ba a and to add the following 
observations, 


2. The practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers prevails to a considerable i 
this district, Low-caste Hindus and mendicant Baisnabs we the men who are dbicty pall 
in this respect. The dead bodies of persons dying of cholera and other diseases whic 
are believed to be contagious are also frequently thrown into the rivers. The practice, 
however, has not the sanction of religion or of any binding custom, and I do not apprehend 
that any agitation will be set on foot, if the proposed notifioution is issued. Indeed, as a 
Magistrate, I bave dealt with such conduct as an offence under section 290, Penal Code. 
Cholera is often propogated by throwing the dead bodies of cholera patients into streams the 
water of which is used for domestic purposes. In the district of Malda, when an epidemic 
cholera was prevailing, I used to pay rewards to chaukidars for bringing the offences to light 
after issuing a general proclamation that the practice was an offence and the offenders would 
be prosecuted. 

8. When I joined the district in December 1894, I found an epidemic of small-pox 
prevailing in the eastern tracts, and Dr. Watts, the Civil Medical Officer, whom I asked to 
make a special report, brought it to my notice that dead bodies aro frequently thrown into the 
rivers. In consultation with the District Superintendent of Police, I issued an order to the 
police to make enquiries from chaukidars, wis come to report deaths, how the dead body in 
each case has been disposed of, and if any corpse is foand to have been thrown into a river. 
to report the matter to me for prosecuting the offender. Quite recently I ordered the prose- 
cution of two persons, who being Brahmans had thrown the corpse of a cholera patient into 
the Karotoya river, near Sherpur, and they were fined Rs. 5 each, Within my experience no 
one eyor raised the plea that the practice was enjoined by custom or religion. It requires to 

cat ut down with vigour. Those who cannot afford to burn the dead bodies of their 
elatives or friends should bury them, and the dead bodies of paupers who are friendless 
should be buried at tho cost of the State. 


No. 57M., dated Bogra, the 18th May 1895, 
From—Basu Bent Mapua Cuaxt, Chairman of the Bogra Municipality, 
To—The Magistrate of Bogra. 

In reply to your memorandum No. 125J., dated the 4th May 1895, forwarding therewith 
a copy of Government Resolution No. 2151J., dated the 16th April 1895, I have the honour 
' ~ to state that the practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers 1s in vogue in this district, and 
- this is ordinarily done by the poorer classes of the Hindu community who cannot afford to pay 
- for the cost of completely incinerating dead bodies. Somotimes the lips of a dead body are 
it pow y Sowing and the wholé body is then thrown into the river, and sometimes half-burnt 







es are also committed to the river. I do not think there will be any opposition to 
asures that may be adopted to put a — to this injurious tice. But there 1s another 
: iling in this as in other ee of the country which almost every section of the 
indu community, rich or poor, will not be ready to abandon, #.2., throwing the remains of 
‘the dead body, after it is reduced to ashes, into the sacred stream, which they think would 
4 to eternal salvation in after life. And I think there will be a regular hue and ory 
nonest the Hindu community if the practice of committing the astii (bone) into the Ganges 

ther sacred stream be put a stop to, or in any way interfered with, 
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_ No, 24M., dated Sherpur, | 2 aon 
_ From—Basu Kats Kisnone Mouxsat, yD 
To—The Magistrate of Bogra. — wre Trt apse cineca tad 
_ Winx roferenee. to your office’ memorandum No. 125J. of the 4th instant, Ihave the a 
to state that in my. humble opinion the practice of throwing corpses into. dead. riversy 
ly im the dry season, should be put a. stop to, ARO ab | 
There is some difficulty no doubt in compelling the poor people to incur the ex sof 
Cremation in the mufassal, but they may most Deobaliy get assistance from the neighbours, a 
other alternative is left. The Bairagis and other lower-oaste Hindus generally resort, a 
10 malpractice of throwing dead bodies into the water. But the former sre also, at ter orn 
ary their dead. Hindu burial or shomaj grounds should be opened in suitable | poe: 
before the above practice is prohibited. Throwing into large rivers is not so much 
objectionable, ic Ado 


: 
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No.. 1565J., dated: Bhagalpur, the. 18th Jaly 1895, vty q 
From—G. Tomes, Esq., Commissioner ofthe. Bhegalpur Division and Sonthal 

arganas, veh 
To—The Ghiot Secretary to the Government of, Bengal, ; 

Warn reference to your endorsement, No, 2152J., dated, the 16th April, 1895; .. 
forwarding Government Resolution No. 2151J., dated the, 16th idem, and direct- - 
ing me to report on the practice which prevails among the pooner class: of Hindus. _ 

_ of casting dead bodies into the rivers, as woll as of staking them, in the beds of 
rivers in order to avoid the expense.of cremation in prescribed places, I have . 
the.honour, to state that I have consulted the District Officers, mea beg to - 
report as follows. . 

2.  Monghyr—I- submit a copy of letter No. 2017J., dated the 18th August. 
1894, addressed by Mr. Phillips, the permanent Magistrate, to the Civil S + 
of his district, which embodies his opinion and the result of his enquiries, Kae 

The Officiating Magistrate, Mr. Wheeler, has alse made some enquiries, but, 
has not elicited anything new, There is a general consensus, of opinion, that, 
the. practice of gelne ead bodies. in: rivers. is. not in vogue in Monghynr, 

The evil of throwing only partially cremated corpses into the. rivers un- 
doubtedly does exist in the Sadar and egusarai subdivisions, 

In Sarit the Subdivisional Officer states that it is not common, because 

ere are no rivers with a constant flow of water all the year ro and, 
because fuel is fairly plentiful; cremation is therefore.co aratively easy. The. 
culty is only with the poorer classes, who. cannot afford even,cheapfuel. 

Animal carcasses are not: thrown into. the rivers in Monghyr. The Cha- _ 
mars take the skins, jackals and vultures eat the flesh, and itinerant merchants 
take away the bones, ! 

_ Mr. Wheeler considers that. xepressive measures, ering the. practice of . 
throwing imperfectly oremated bodies into rivers wou d_ be repugnant to. the.” 
feelings of the better class Hindus. If it were clearly made known, by prolar 
mation that such a gratis net forbidden, | wy Ae) n to “4 
against the impression, whic might gain ground with the common people, that. 
the objection ved as much to cremation as, such as, to their taking ‘deal bodies ti 
to the banks of the Ganges, But in so far as the practice arises out of the — 
inability of the poor classes to- afford complete cremation, any remedy will be _ 
unsatisiactory which does. not: get over this difficulty. "Ho dra ir 
Mr. Phillips’ suggestion that in towns, municipalities and in.the mafassal some 
form ‘of village sanitary. union should be responsible for the. provision of wood — 
for the cremation of paupers’ ¢ i : at OR 

- Without some measure of this kind it will be-impossible to check the pra 

well-known | 


tice completely by a few desultory prosecutions, "Tho rn 
hats can be served, bt not, the miles and 2a of a bank cay 
noe , 
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Officiating M of Bh ur, Mr. B. K. Mullick, 
_ States that the poorer clusses in this district, by reason of their verty, almost 
freee oomrgre Shoty dead to the river after a very superficial scorchin 
of the lips. It is said that the evil is aggravated by the growing want o! 

firewood. Ho states that among those who can afford a more complete ins 
cremation of the corpse, it is an universal oustom to stake the ‘remains in 


pee stream. 

oe Secretary of the Landholders’ Association, himself a big zamindar, 
does not think much harm is done by throwing into a stream or staking in it 
the remains after thorough cremation. He disapproves of the practice in 
regard to partially incremated corpses, but he does not think the penal action 
proposed by Government will be effective, He woald for the present limit the 
arnt of section 290, Indian Penal Code, only to streams and rivers in 

© vicinity of big towns and villages, 

The Maharaja of Sonbursa admits the almost universal pollution of streams 
and rivers by semi-cremated corpses, He thinks, however, that police inter- 
ference would offend religious prejudices. He would not have any penal 

islation in the matter, but would ask Government to work through the 
zamindars, He suggests that Government. should set apart in each village a 
separate parting ound for human beings and a burial ground for animals; 
He thinks the Maharaja’s proposal practically amounts to letting things remain 
as they are. Whether penal legislation, as suggested by the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner, will be very effective, is another matter, but Mr. Mullick would welcome 
it at any rate as a potential force in the hands of the executive. He does not 
consider that there is anything to fear on the ground of religious opposition. 

4, furnea,—Mr. Temple, the Officiating Magistrate of Purnea, reports: 
that the practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers is greatly resorted to by 
the poorer classes of Hindus almost everywhere in tho district, except in the: 
Kishanganj subdivision, which has a large preponderence of Muhammadans. 
The practice of staking dead bodies.in the beds of rivers prevails also, though 
to.a very limited extent. 

The Magistrate, in the course of his inspection, has found that dead! bodies 
are also very often imperfectly burnt and thrown into khals or other large 

aces contaming water. Even in the sadar station there are two such places. 
the attention of the Municipality was drawn to this very objectionable practice 
with a view to put a stop to the nuisance, and orders were passed on the police 
to stop it and report Cmenidses for tre pe Tho practice obtains in the 
ia subdivision to an appallingly large extent. He thinks that a rigorous 
enforcement of section 290, Widlfees enal Code, to put a stop to this. practice, 
will be very effective and is very desirable. 

The Officiating Magistrate states that to resort to the measures recommend- 
ed by the sanitary authorities will not be opposed to Hindu sentiment, and 
that there will be no public feeling against the suppression of the practice on 
religious grounds. ‘Ihe poorer classes may object.to it, but only on the score of 
exp The plea of poverty often sent up as an excuse for merely putting 
a little fire in the viii: of the corpse and then throwing it into the nearest 

iece of water has no validity, and he thinks that prosecutions under section 290,. 
Code, should be instituted, and then the practice will soon cease. _ ; 
4, Malda-——Mr, Price, the Magistrate of Malda, aepontefiaat dead. bodies. 
are seldom, thrown. into rivers or into any watercourse in that district, : 
GB. Sonthal Parganas.—-The Deputy Commissioner reports that the: publi- 
sation of a proclamation forbidding the staking of dead bodies im the beds. of 
rivers, khals and other watercourses, whieh are resorted to for drinking and 
pt .avill not be an innovation in this district, ; ; 
People who, seo yon, on erie oe ear) movies sections 290 and 
4 Indian. Penal Code, and this has stop © practice. 4 
OTs coocuen of burning bodies.ou the banks of river and. watercourses in 
ender that the ashes or ynburnt remains may. be washed into the water, is 
‘s on, religion, bat so were other practions which have boon effectually 





















at egies of discot Bi orbe: 
gh a yself th e notice mentioned es kc 
_ ernment Resolution should be published generally throughout the Haha 
at prosecutions under section 290, Indian Pen Code, should follow it 
cases where the offence can be brought home. But no prosecution shoul i 
instituted without the special sanction of the District Magistrate. This would 
prepare the way for more radical measures. Tho matter can, I think, only be 
thoroughly dealt with in a Vilage Sanitation Act, which must, no doubt, sooner 


or later, be passed for rural Bengal, if sanitation is to make any real I progross, 











or be anything more than a name. 








No. 2017J., dated Monghyr, the 18th August 1894, 


From—H. A. D. Puitairs, Ese., Magistrate of Monghyr, 
To—The Civil Surgeon of Monghyr. ’ 


In reply to your No. 557, dated 10th instant, I have the honour to state that I have 
never heard of the practice of staking dead bodies to the beds of rivers, ; 

' 2, As regards municipal areas the question is simple. It is the duty of the Munici- 
pality to oremate all pauper corpses, and the Magistrate should enforce this liability, 

8. Outside municipal areas the question is more difficult. The best way to deal with 
this and other matters affecting the public health is to pass asimple Village Sanitation Act 
for the province, and to impose a legal liability on pancbavets and village headmen, . 

4. The practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers after nominal cremation prevails, 
I should say, in all districts, This practice is resorted to by poor people, who cannot afford 
the expense of total cremation. It is enjoined in the Hindu shastras that dead bodies are to 
be brought to the bauks of the Ganges and there cremated to ensure spiritual salvation. ‘To 
merely disfigure the mouth of the oorpse by partial burning, and then throw it into the 
river, is an offence punishable under sections 268—290 of the Penal Code. If such a 
practice prevails in any particular place or at any much frequented burning ghat, the Muayis- 
trate could issue an injunction under section 143 of the Code of Criminal Procedure not to 
repeat or continue the nuisance, Disobedience would then be a cognizable offence under 
section 291, J'enal Code, and the police could arrest. This would greatly lessen the nuisance, - 
but only ‘special legislation would remove it altogether, as we have not a sufficient police 
force to post a constable at every burning ghat, In this ¢ mnection, however, I would remark 
that there are particular burning ghats resorted to from long distances. For instance, 
bodies are brought from Jamualpur to Obandisthan, 

. As regards legislation, I would have a village officer at all the principal burning 
ghats. He would be bound always to keep a sufficient quantity of dry wood, and would be 
allowed to charge fixed fees. As to the bodies of those who have no relatives or whose rela. 
tives are too poor to pay, this would be a charge on the tax to be collected under the Sanita. 
tion Act. Personally { do not advocate the imposition of any regular cess or tax, but I think 
Vuions might be constituted under the Local Self-Government Act in every large centre, and 
I would give them the power of collecting certain kinds of unobjectionable fees to cover this 
charge and other cognate charges incidental to the preservation of the public health, 

. For the present a legal obligation to see that pauper corpses are thoronghly cremated 
might be imposed on the panchayets constituted under Act IT of 1870 (B.C.), and” the may 
he permitted to recoup themselves out of the chaukidari tax collections. But even this wiil 
xequire an amending seotion: the tax could uot be diverted to this purpose by an executive 

er. ‘ Bat 


.) 





No, 793.J., dated Caloutta, the 13th July 1895, 26 

From—E. V. Westmacorr, Exq., Commissioner of the Presidency Division, Ds 

To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. area eo gd 
.___Wirn reference to Government order No. 2152J., dated the 16th Apr 

1895, forwarding for report a copy of the Government Resolution on the 

practice of casting dead vost into oe bay of Deng, re have the honour ir to 

submit herewith copies | e@ reports* on. 4 

ral ot Tepe, No. res ote subject which I “ad received om the District 

“yj gNadia, No. 17025.G., dated the Officers in this Division, all of which I think. it 

Ran ts A andari, desirable to lay before Government. =. 
dated the 31st May and Ist June 2. Tagree with Mr. Collin in king 

a anaboneunentively, 47G., dated the either the upper nor the lower classes of Hin 

path May’ 1906. ° would raise any objection to the measures indicat 

* 4 Khulna, No, 1814, dated theSist by the Advocate-General, and I have no hesit: 

v8 Ere 2 Sgt fT saying that, though there has been som 2] 

_ Ment in the last thirty years, | _Water-supply of the country is ey 


shay ot 
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' de ‘taken by the Judicial 
9 e found for exempting offenders from 
The exe peration of Magistrates, Police officers, 
and other local authorities might be secured without difficulty, 
liable to be nullified by the action of the Judicial Courts. 
The difficulty of cremating their dead is by no means 80 great 
oct Hid poor as might be imagined, as the more wealthy Hindus consider it 
» meritorious, if not a religious duty, to contribute to the expenses of crematio 
among their indigent neighbours, if the latter beg for it, as they do not un- 
frequently, It is true that many find it less troublesome to throw their dead 
into the water, but if that were rendered punishable they could ask their 
neighbours for fuel, and would get it. I do not think the disposal of the corpses 
of cattle otherwise than by throwing them into the .water presents any 
difficulty in a country consisting so largely of vast open plains as this division. 
_ The flesh of a carcass Jaid in an open place is very soon disposed of by vultures 
d beasts and birds of prey, and the bare bones very soon cease to be offensive. 
Ido not suppose there is a village in the division which cannot find an open 
_ space for the disposal of carcasses at a sufficient distance from human habitation, 
. ni ea: T am in favour of proceeding on the lines indicated by the Advocate 
Gen 





No, 499M., dated Alipore, the 7th June 1895. 


From—FE, W. Corxin, Esa., Off, Magistrate, 24-Parganas, 
To—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 


Wrrn reference to your letter No, 18J,J., dated the 27th April 1895, on the subject of 
Government Circular No. 2151J., dated the 16th April 1895, caliing for a report regarding 

the custom of throwing corpses into rivers, I have the honour to sulimit the following reply. 

2. From the information which I have received it appears thatthe practice of throwing 
corpses into rivers and khals stil! prevails in the district, but that it is less common than 
formerly. In 1890-91 notices were widely issued, prohibiting the disposal of dead bodies in 
this manner, and prosecutions were successfully instituted under section 291, The measures 
then taken are reported to have had considerable effect. Some of the municipalities also 
took action, and in Naihati Domes were engaged to watch the river bank, and arrangements 
were made for the cremation of paupers at the expense of the Municipality. 

8. It is, however, not uncommon to throw the bodies of those whose relatives cannot 
afford proper cremation, or who being strangers, have no relatives at hand, into the rivers and 
khals of the district, and corpses are occasionally to be seen in the river Hooghly, in Tolly’s 
nala and elsewhere, 

. 4 he circular of Government under reply has been distributed to all Municipalities 
and to the District Board, but it does not appear to have oxcited any special interest either 
for or against the proposal of Government to take further measures to prevent the pollution 
of rivers, There is a general consensus of opinion among those who have replied to the 
circular and whom I have consulted that the practice of disposing of corpses without orema- 
_tion has no religicus sanction, and is repugnant to Hindu sentiment. The question, it is 
true, does not materially affect the upper classes, who can afford to cremate their dead; but 
udging from tive effect of the action taken in 1890 and 18)1 to prevent the pollation of rivers, 
t is not probable that the Jower classes will seriously resent any action which may be taken 
to suppress the nuisance. : ’ fa , 

5. Action may be taken in several ways in addition to the methods proposed by 

Government. It appears that up-country Hindus generally resort to burial for the disposal 
>of their dead, ‘This class is chiefly found in the neighbourhood of the mills and in municipa- 
- lities, and burial-grounds should be provided for them, ‘the factories within the Naihati 
i ipality have provided such a burial-ground for their employés, and they allow the 
rpses of others to be buried there, The same arrangement might be made in other munici- 
a gs and by other industrial concerns. 





'  - 6, Low-caste Hindus, such as Jogis aud Baisnavs, bury their doad, and they select by 
ti a the banks of rivers for the graves, and thus contribute to the pollution of the 
"water. The practice can he stopped by exccutive action through the Police and Municipal. 


| Officers, whose attention should be directed to the subject. 
hyee "Tn see cue corpses are thrown ina half-burnt state into rivers by the Domes, with, 






: the saving of fuel, In these cases the Domes, and not the relatives of the 
ased ah The Gr Pgtnth where bodies are thrown into runing rivers, like the’ 
ue it would be easy to detect tho offenders in such casos. Municipal officers should. 
ered rake measures for the prevention of such offences, and in rural areas chaukidars 
vy the promise of rewards to bring vo notice cases in which Domes are 
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obtaiving firewood. I was myself prevent at the meeting of the District Board, and from the 
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" B. There resaine the clase of tudigent nares fon. 
private pre? naion mm possible. 2M winy | oreas there: should be np dit 
ks for | papas oy under section 260 of the Act, and it dors nut 8 af 
bodies haye any objection to the expenditure of money for this object, They find if 
however, to ascertain when a cremation st the expense of the municipal fund is nec 
and their ation would be helped if the pelice co-operate with thera and bring to notice immie- 

i avy Cases when paupers or strangers tave died without meaus for the er disposal of 
their bodies, ‘The expense of cremation is about Rs. 3 fora corpse, In rural areas, where 
fue) is generally easy to obtain, such difficulties ht seldom to arise, but in cases of © 
epidemics the District and Local Boards could provide, funds, which Union Go : and 
panchayets could distribute. es addi 

9. I have ventured to discuss the question with some detail, because it is clear that the 

mere isstie of an order probibiting the pollution of rivers by corpses would not be sufficient. ~ 
It is necessary to provide some other means for disposing 6f them. ‘The people do not resort 
to this practice for any -religious or sentimental gronuds, but from necessity. Before the 
. can be prevented, therefore, it is necessary to provide some other method of disposal. — 

pe. Hindus of the district will not resort to burial, aud therefore, if for any reason they 
are unable to afford the expense of cremation, provision must be otherwise made. 

10, There remains the question of the disposal of the corpses of children under two 

of age, Hindu custom is opposed to their cremation and presoribes burial, but it is said that 
owing to the notices issued in 1890-91, people are generally afraid to bury the bodies of 
ehildren, aud therefore throw them iuto rivers or tanks. The withdrawal of the prohibitory 
notices in the case of children would, it is said, be a popular moasure, and it could be at the 
sams time accompanied by a notice ordering that such corpses should be buried sutliciently 
deep to prevent their disturbance by animals, 












No. 1792J.G., dated Krishnagar, the 28th May 1895, 


From—J. H. E. Garnett, Esq., Offg. Magistrate of Nadia, 
Po—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 

In your memorandum No. 18J.J., dated the 27th ultimo, forwarding for an expression 
of my opinion papers relating to the practice of throwing corpses into rivers, you directed 
meto submit my report within a month, I usked you for spare copies of the papers to 
enable me to obtain the opinion of the District Board and other local bodies, but these copies 
not having been received, 1 have been unable to obtain their opinions, 

3. T em afraid that the practise of throwing partially Lurat and unburnt corpses into 
rivers and khals is very prevalerit in this district. Moreover, cases in which dead bodies 
are staked to the bottom of the rivers and khals are not unknown, It would appear from the 
Resolution of Government and its annexures that the only efficient way of putting a stop 
to this disgusting practice would be to pass a special Act for the promulgation of the notice 
warning people against the practice has admittedly been of little or no practical effect. The 
quéstion of whether or no the people are ripe for legislation on this point is a difficult one, 
and granting that they are, the difficulty of deciding what form the legislation should take 
would be very great. There can be no doubt that at times of great mortality the ver 
classes would he quite unable, even if they had the desire, to completely incinerate all their 
dead. Consequeutly, any legislation which forbade the present practice, without providing 
some system of public crematoriums, could not be carried into effect without very great 
hardship. In fact, under present circumstano’s, the difficulties in the way of legislation 
appear insurmouatable, and I do not see any practical method for combating the evil. 





No. 1147G., dated Jessoro, the 24th May 1895. 


From—F. R. Rox, Esa., Magistrate of Jessore, 
To—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division, y 
Ix accordance with your memorandum No. Cir.18J.J., dated the 27th April 1895,;T have _ 
the honour to submit the following report :— , : , ” 3 PEAT Bi 
2. Copies of Government Resolution No. 21511. were forwarded to the District Board, — 
and to the “aye = of Jessore, Kotechandpur, and Moheshpur for an expression of their 
opinions on the subject. ; ' eA attot 
"8. Béplies have been received from all of them. ‘Tho ies are unanimous on the | 
point of Hindu ceremonial. There is’ absolutely nothing in on ceremonial pele 8 =A 
consignment of unconsumed remains to the sacred stream, but in no reply has any’ ’ 
been made of the actual practice now followed ‘by the poorer classes; nor has any ‘mention 
been made of the difficulties to which’ these poorer classes may be put from the difficulty of 
on the subject I gathered that the practice of staking dead bodies was 
mion,'and'that of throwing unconsumed portions of human | was also patti ti y 
to me also that the greatest nuisaace was occasioned by the practice of moochies 
ing into the river the carcasses of cattle from which they bad taken'the skins, =~ | 
y riravt jae 
wah | : Drie | 
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4, The District Board passed the following resolution on the subject :— 

_ “Resolved that the Board highly condemns the practice, and that in order to guard 
against it, notices should be issued toeach village through the police, and stuck up in a 
convenient place in every village, to the effect that any oue staking a dead body or throwing 
any unconsumed part of a dead body or the corpse of any animal iuto any river in the 
district, would ve punished nuder section 290 of the Indian Penal Code, and that chaukidars 
he warned on parade days that any failure to report breaches of this rule will be punished 
under Act V of 1861. 

. Resolved further that the zamindars of the district be asked to see that the barning 

' ghat of each village is in proper order, and in oases where there are no burning ghats 

be asked to provide them, and that the Local Boards and the Subdivisional Officers be asked 
three months hence to report what has been done in the matrer,” 

5. The Municipalities of Jessore and Kotechandpur have each framed bye-laws on the 
subject, imposing penalties of Rs, 10, Rs. 20 and Rs. 30. 

Tne bye-laws make incumbent on all persons to dispose of dend bodies by burning or 
burying them in a place set apart for the purpose by the Commissioners. They make no 
provision for the stopping of the practice of throwing the carcasses of dead animals into 
rivers, but as this practice can be punished under section 290, the omission is not serious. 

6. The Mobeshpur Municipality has as yet framed no bye-law, but is resolved to do 
so on receipt of the orders of Government. 

7. Ifthe zamindars do their duty in the matter of providing free burniog ghats, and 
if the chaukidars do their’s in the matter of reporting ail cases of obnoxious disposal, an 
improvement may be expected, but I am not sanguine of either event coming to pass. It 
was proposed at the District Board meeting to promise rewards of Rs. 10 to each chaukidar 
reporting a case. 1 opposed this for obvious reasons, but I think that rewards should be 
given to chaukidars and pauchayets who have shown themselves zealous in the matter, and 
this, combined with punishment in cases of neglect, should have a good effect. 

8. The main difficulty lies in the scarcity of fuel. My experience of this district is 
aemaend nil, and iu the absence of mention of the subject in the reports of the local bodies, 

can make no suggestions. I have, towever, consulted the iocal officers, and gather that 
firewood can be had throughout the district practically for the gathering, so that no hardship 
will be imposed on the poorer Hindus by insisting on their disposing ot thoir dead in a sani- 
tary manner. What the moochies are to do with the carcasses of cattle, I cannot say. To 
the Sonthal Perganas there were larg2 tracts of uncultivated land in every village, and the 
carcasses were simply thrown away to become food for birds of prey. I think it wood be hard 
on the moochies to insist on their burniug these carcasses, but am unable to suggest any 
alternative. 


No. 471, dated Berhampur, the 1st June 1898. 


From—J. Kenvupy, Esa., Magistrate of Murshidabad, 
To—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 

Tw continuation of my No. 460, dated the 31st May 1895, I beg to report I have now 
jast got a reply from the Chairman of Jungipur Municipality, who states that the throwing 
of a small unburnt portion of the body is a part of the religious rites of the Hindus, and that 
in the present state of public opinion, the practice of stuking dead bodies in the beds of the 
rivers cannot be interfered with. The Chairman seems to be singular in the latter opinion. 
As to the first point I understand it is not proposed at present to furbid throwing the 
unburnt navel into the river, which is, I believe, the Hindu custom referred to. 


No. 460, dated Berhampur, the 3lst May 1895. 


From—J. Kennepy, Esa,, Magistrate of Murshidabad, 
To—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division. . 

Ix reply to your memorandum No. 18JJ., dated the 27th April 1895, forwarding copy 
of Governnment Resolution No. 2151J., dated the 16th April 1895, on the subject of defiling 
the rivers and streams in this country by casting dead bodies therein, I beg to report there 

pears to be a unanimous opinion that the proposals contained in paragraph 6 of the Resolu- 
tion, should be carried out, The District Board and the Municipalities of Berhampur and 
Kandi are agreed on the point. Lalbagh and Jungipur have not yet submitted any report, 
but as directed in your memorandum under reply, I shall wait no longer for them. 


No. 1314, dated Khulna, the 31st May 1895. 
From—F, N. Fiscuer, Esq., Offg. Magistrate of Khulna, 
‘To—The Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 

Wirn reference to your memorandum No. 18JJ., dated the 27th April lest, and its enclo- 
sure, regarding the practice of throwing dead bodies into the rivers by Hindus, I have the 
honour to state that the Government Resolution was circulated to the Commissioners of all the 
Municipalities and to the Chairman of the District Board, but replies have been received 


< 





They are of opinion that the practice of throwing half-burnt or unburnt dead bodies into 
the rivers and khals within municipal limits, is objectionable. They consider the practige 
of staking dead bodies in the beds of rivers aud khals equally objectionable, and hence are of 
opinion that it must be put down by the intro uction of bye-laws. I think this course may 
be adopted with advantage within the municipal limits, In roral areas the water. of the 
rivers and khals gets defiled to an equal extent with the dead bodies which are thrown 
iuto them, aud to put a stop to the practice, I would propuse to issue a general notice; 
through the loc») police, as was done in the Bardwan and Presidency Dhivisions, prohibiting 
the casting of unburut or half-burnt dead bodies into the rivers aud kbals on pain of prose- * 
cution under section 290, Indian Penal Code. 


No. 568M., dated Chittagong, the 17th July 1895. 
From—W. B. O.puam, Esa., 0.1,8., Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, 
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

In reply to your No. 2152J., dated 16th April 1895, I have the honour to 
report that the practice of throwing corpses and carcasses into rivers and their 
tributaries in this division is very rare. ‘Ihe practice of staking corpses in 
water-courses or river beds seems to be unknown here. In the cases of 
epidemics I hear that corpses and carcasses are thrown into the rivers to get rid 
of them. But in all my journeys by river I have never seen a floating corpse. 
There are no sacred waters, except tie Sitakund and Barabakund springs, in the 
division. 

2. Speaking, therefore, for this division only, there would be no opposition 
on religious grounds to legislation or other action on the proposals put forward 
by the Sanitary authorities to put a stop to the evil such as it is. The only 
shjetions suggested by the bodies or individuals consulted are to any inter- 
ference with the people till Government or the local authorities undertake the 
task of the prvper disposal of the unclaimed or pauper dead. 

8. Only one referee, Babu Nityanunda Roy, of Chittagong, goes out of 
his way to deprecate, on grounds of orthodoxy, any inteference with the Hindu 
practice of consigning the dead to the sacred Ganges, 


No. 330J., dated Ranchi, the 26th July 1895. 
‘From—W. H. Griury, Esa., Commissioner of the Chota Nagpur Division, 
To—The Chief Secretary to ihe Government of Bengal. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 2152J., dated 
16th April 1895, calling for a report regarding the practice of castirg dead 
bodies into rivers in the districts of this division, and in reply to state as follows. 

2. In the Hazaribagh district the practice of staking dead bodies in the 
beds of rivers does not obtain : the dead are always either cremated, wood being 
abundant and cheap, or buried. Mr. Konstam, the late Officiating Deputy Com- 
missioner, states that while he was in charge of the Jhenidah subdivision in 
Jessore, which adjoins that of Chuadanga mentioned in the Government 
circular, his attention was repeatedly directed to the pollution by this cause of 
the numerous channels with which the district is honeycombed. In most of 
these the water was stagnant, except for a very short period every year, and in 
all of them it was used for every domestic purpose. He found that nothing 
could be done to stop the practice, except in particular places where things were 
especially bad, owing to the immediate proximity of a burning gia? to a village, 
or to some other circumstance of its position. In these cases it was possible 
to take action under Chapter XI, Criminal Procedure Code. During one of the 
years he was in charge fever was reported to have carried off one-twenttieth ‘of 
the population. He cannot conceive a measure calculated to be of more 
sanitary benefit to the terribly malarious districts than such an order as is 
contemplated by the circular of Goyernment. All the educated native gentle- 
men to whom he has spoken on the subject (both in Bengal proper and in 
Tirhut, where it prevails to a less extent) have condemned the practice; and he 
has never heard it stated that it was in conformity with orthodox Hindu usage, 
So far as he’ understands, to commit the ashes of the dead to the stream is con- 
sidered. by pious Hindus as much if not more efficacious than to consign the 
nnburnt remains. The practice of partial incineration is, he believes, due much 





see 


more to the poverty of the survivors, and the difficulty of transporting fuel 

when the burning ghat is at a distance from the home of the deceasud, than to 
any religious considerations. The existence of a very strong belief in the 
sacred character of the smaller chunnels in the Ganges Delta is decidedly ques- 
tionable ; for the richer classes of Hindus in Jessore often go to considerable 
po to transport the remains of their relatives to the Bhagirathi, which they 
believe to represent more closely the Ganges itself. 

8. Colonel Gordon, Deputy Commissioner of Lohardaga, reports that he 
circulated the Government Resolution on the subject to the following gentlemen 
and associations :— 


(1). The Bishop of Chota Nagpur. 

(2) The Reyd. Dr. A. Nottrott, Superiutendent of the G. E. L. Mission. 
(8) The Maharaja of Chota Nagpur , 

(4) The Commissioners of the Ranchi Municipality. 

(5) Lhe Members of the Ranchi Bar. 
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Their unanimous opinion is that the practice is very objectionable, and 
ought to be prevented. In the district of Lohurdaga there are no large rivers, 
and as far as can be ascertained corpses are rarely, if ever, thrown into rivers. 
Colonel Gordon adds that the practice, wherever it exists, is certainly dangerous 
to public health, and in order to put a stop to it something should be done; but 
he would not adopt the procedure indicated by the Sanitary Commissioner, 
which seems to him to be clumsy and unworkable. He would suggest a section 
being inserted in the Penal Code, itself (say 290A), in which the act itself 
would be constituted an offence. ‘Tis would have universal application; and 
as its enforcement would not come into conflict with any religious prejudices, 
such legislation would be unobjectionable. 

4, Mr. Streatfeild, Deputy Commissioner of Palamau, states that as far 
as he can learn dead bodies are not thrown unburnt in this district, the fact 
being that fuel is plentiful and cheap, and the economy in disposing of dead 
bodies is therefore uncalled for. 

5. Mr. Morshead, Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Manbhum, reports 
that he wrote to several native gentlemen and reccived replies from them. Babu 
Nando Gopal Banerjee, District Engineer of Manbhum, reports that (1) the prac- 
tice of burning or burying dead bodies in beds of nalas and rivers may be said to 
be universal in Manbhum, so far as the Hindus are concerned, In places where 
there is no water-course within a short distauce, dead bodies are generally burned 
in the beds of old silted-up tanks, which are not used for any other purpose. The 
poorer classes of people often under ordinary circumstances, and in the event 
of epidemics, throw away their dead bodies in a scorched condition at local 
places of cremation, chiefly beds of nearest, water-courses ; (2) the custom is so 
old and universal that, so far as Manbhum and its people are concerned, he 
does not think that the practice is either increasing or decreasing, excepting 
in so far as such a thing is likely to be affected by changes which may have 
taken place in the general condition and health of the people; (3) he is of 
opinion that a prohibition of the practice of burning or burying deads vodies 
in beds of water-courses will meet with no objection from the Hindus. Like 
the practice amongst high-class Hindus of throwing into the Ganges, or any 
other fiver held sacred, a bit of bone of the departed, as soon after cremation 
us possible, the prevailing custom amongst the Sonthals is to throw away bones 
in a big river. The Burrakar, the Damoodar and the Subarnarekha are, amongst 
others, held sacred by them. He thinks that it is very necessary that this 
practice should not be interfered with. So far as he can judge it will be a very 
good thing to stop the practice of burning, burying or throwing dead bodies in 
a semi-burnt condition in beds of water-conrses. Babu Nando Gopal Banerjee 
has been in this district for 14 or 15 years, so that his opinion 1s entitled to 
consideration. Manbhum is a sparsely populated district, and the water-courses 
are usually dry except when they contain raging torrents, both of which condi- 
tions kelp to counteract whatever insanitary result may follow from the practice. 
Mr. ently does not think that the enactment contemplated is necessary 10 
this district, though it might be useful to havo it to fall back upon, . None of 
pa suggest that the prohibition contemplated is likely to meet with 
objection. ‘ 


RII Ye bh vitae. LOY a Mae ay oe 
a ie REN S oaS . 


‘184 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 5, 1896, 















6. Mr.'Bompas, Officiating ee of Singhbhum, reports 
that the practice dues not exist in this district, and there is therefore no public 
opinion on ce proposed restrictive measures, * ‘ ‘s 
7. It will thus be seen that while all are agreed that the practico of throw-. 
ing corpses into rivers, or of staking them in the beds, is highly objectionable 
and dangerous to health, yet owing to the abundance of fuel and the absence 
of large rivers, it does not exist in the districts of this division, except in 
Manbhum, and there not to any serious extent, so that, as far as this division is 
concerned, there is no special need for legislation or for additional precautionary 
measures; but in the malarious districts of Bengal there can be no two opinions 
as to the necessity for such a sanitary measure, I myself think that the enact- 
ment of a special prohibition in the Penal Code is likely to be much more effec- 
tual than the issue of a notice referring to the punishment provided in section 
290 of that Code. Notices and proclamation may be of service for a time while 
the subject is new, but in a little time they are forgotten. I would therefore 
propose special legislation on the subject as the only really effective remedy for 


the evil, 


No. 91J.G., dated Caloutia, the 7th August 1895. 


From—E,. V. Wesraacort, Esq., Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 
To - Tne Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. , 


In continuation of my No 79J.G., dated the 13th July 1895, reporting 
on the practice of casting dead bodies into the rivers of Bengal, I have the 
honour to subinit herewith copy of a letter No. 2800J.G., dated the 2nd instant, 
from the Magistrate of Nadia, with copy of its enclosure, being a précis of the 
opinions of local bodies in that district on the subject. 


No, 2800J.G., dated Krisinagar, the 2nd Augu-t 1895. 


From—J. H. E. Garnett, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Nadia, 
To —The Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 


In continnation of my No 1792J.G., dated 28th May last, I have the honour to submit 
herewith a précis of the opinions of all the local bodies in this district, It will be seen 
that there is a generai concensus of opinion that steps should be taken to prevent the perni- 
cious habit in qnestion, and vearly all are agreed that legislation is necessary, provided that 
proper steps be at the same time taken to provide fur the incineration of the corpses of 
paupers, 


NOTE 
Giving a précis of the opinion of each Local Body regarding the practice of throwing dead 
bodies in the river. 


The District Board of Nadia, at a meeting held on the 13th July last, resolved that 
Government should legislate, so as to make it a penvl offence to throw unburnt or half-burnt 
corpses into rivers, &c., except of those who died of unvatural death, provided some provision ” 
be made for the disposal of the corpses of the pauper classes, 

The Chairman of the Krishnagar Local Board reports that the practice of throwing dead 
bodies into rivers being opposed to Hindu shastras ought to be put a stop to by Govern- 
ment, and that the police in charge of each thana, village panchayets, and zamindars onght 
to be directed to keep an eye to the prevention of the above in question. 

The members of the Kushtia Local Board resvulved,.at a meeting held on the 14th Jnne 
Jast, that the practice of turowing dead bodies into myers, khals, &o., is highly objectionable, 
and that Government should interfere in the matter, They further resolved that notices in ’ 
vernacular should be published by beat of drum in every village, forbidding the throwing of 
corpses into rivers, &c., uuder the penalty of being prosecuted under the Penal Code, 

The Chairman of the Meherpur Local Board reports that it is desirable that the practice 
of throwing dead bodies into rivers, khals, &c., should be put a stop to. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Ranaghat Local Board reports that the practice of throwing 
dead bodies and carcasses in the river is highly objectionable, not only from sauitary, but also 
from social, religious, and moral points ot view, and should be put astop to by strict legis- 
lative measures. He further suggests that Municipalities and District and Local Boards 
should frame special bye-laws, making this practice punishable, 

The Chairman of the Kissenganj Union Committee reports that the practice is objection-. 
able, and should at once be checked. He is, however, opposed to any legislative intertereuce, 
He iurther states that most of the villagers being very pvor are not able to meet the 
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‘of the ‘Muragacha Union Committee suggests that the practice of throws 

e ‘dead bodies into rivers being objectionable should be put a stop to by legislative enact- 

_ ment; but/as this will entail hardship on the poorer classes of the people, itis desirable that 

a tax on be basis of the vi 3 precy ‘tax should be raised to meet the cremation 
ex; s of the poorer classes of the people. . 

ee “the Ohairman of the Chuadanga Union Committee reports that the practice of 

_ throwing dead bodies into the rivers being objectionable, it ought to be put a stop to b 
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“The Ohairman of the Poradah Union Committee reports that there being no rivers 
within the jurisdiction of that Committee, the practice of throwing dead bodies into rivers is 
not prevalent in the jurisdiction of that Committee. 

The Commissioners of the Krishnagar Manicipality are of opinion that no dead body 
ought to be thrown into any river or water channel, except the small remnant which the - 
Hindus usually consign into the water, considering themselves bound by their religion to do 
so, under such sanitary provisions as may be considered necessary. 

: The Chairman of the Nadia Municipality reports that, as the poorer classes of the people 
are not able to meet the cremation expenses, it would be extremely hard on them if the 
practice of throwing dead bodies into the rivers be stopped without creating a fund to meet 
such expenses, But in spite of this he is of opinion that every endeavour should be made to 
speedily suppress this obnoxious practice. 

The Chairman‘of the Kushtia Municipality reports that the practice is highly objection- 
able, and ought to be suppressed by special legislation. 

The Chairman of the Kumarkhali Municipality reports that dead bodies are very rarely 
ene into the river by the people of the Municipality, and those who do so are prosecuted 

the police, . 

: The Chairman of the Meherpur Municipality reports that dead bodies are very seldom 
thrown into the river Bhairab by the residents of the Municipality. He further reports that 
those who cannot afford to pay the cremation expenses throw their dead bodies in a khal to 
the north of the town, the water of which is never used for drinking or culinary purposes. 

The Chairman of the Ranaghat Municipality reports that the practice of throwing dead 
bodies into the river, or into any drinking water, being opposed to religious laws prevailing 
in this country, should at once be put down by legislative measures. But the practice of 
committing de bone (sacrum) of a dead person to the Ganges, which is enjoined by the 
Hindu éhastras, may be allowed to continue, as it does not pollute the river water. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Santipur Municipality, instead of giving any opinion on the 
point of issue, submits a copy of the bye-laws framed by the Municipal Commissioners, which 
Wert the thowing of dead bodies into the river, and make the offence punishable with 

ne. 


i The Vice-Chairman of the Chakdah Municipality reports that there is no river within 
the limits of that Municipality which has no control over the matter of throwing dead bodies 
‘into the river, 

The Vice-Chairman of the Birnagar Municipality reports that if burning ghats be made 
at convenient places, and with such arrangements as may be availed of even by the poorest, 
then the practice of custing dead bodies into the river, and thereby contaminating the water, 
mey be stopped. 





No, 591J., dated Cuttack, the 17th September 1895. 
-From—H. G. Cooxe, Esa., Commissioner of the Orissa Division, 
‘To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. ; 
"“Wirn reference to your No. 2152J., dated 16th April 1895, calling for’a 
report bn the peaative feftewsd inthis Devikian sbout casting dead bodies into 
rivers, I have the honour to report as follows, after consulting the District 
srs, some social bodies, and leading men in this Division. fg 
2. All the District Officers report that the practice in question is not 
prevalent in this Division. 
ie ‘As regards the point whether the forbidding of the practice by legis- 
ive measures, where it exists, should meet with any opposition from a 
religious point of view, there is a concensus of opinion that such will not be 
a ted advocate the issue of a prohibitive notice similar to 
ished in the Burdwan and the Presidency Divisions. In the report 
tate of Balasore, which embodies the opinions of some native 
on of his district, Raja Baikuntha Nath De Bahadur is said to be of 
r ‘that in the cases of poor men and pilgrims provision should be 
he cost of cremation being borne by the municipal bodies in muni- 
s, and by the District Boards in rural areas. 
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6. Raja Baidya Nath Pandit of Cuttack says that the practice is objec: 

tionable, and that its prevention will not clash with religious sentiments, = 

7, Mahant Raghunandan Ramanja Das of Emarmuth at. Puri makes 

guotations from religious books to show that though casting of dead bodies — 
latter: should 


into the rivers is an alternative of burying them, be given 
the preference. Burial and cremation meeting the ritualistic requirements, 9 
all sections of the Hindu community, as laid down in the shastras, the prohibi- 
tion of the practice in question will not, in his opmion, affect religion. . 

8. The President of the Utkal Sanmilani Sabha at Cuttack says that 
as the practice is not prevalent in this province, its prohibition is not likely to 
go ugainst the religious sentiments of the people. Semper =” 


No. 2989.G., dated Burdwan, the 6th November 1895. 
From—H ©. Wirr1ams, Esa., Offg. Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, 
Vo~—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. i 

Wiru reference to your office endorsement No, 2152J., dated the 16th April 
last, forwarding for report a copy of Government Kesolution, No. 2151J. of the 
same date, on the subject of casting into rivers dead bodies only partially 
cremated and of staking bodies in the beds ofrivers, and asking for an expression 
of public opinion on the proposals put forward by the sanitary authorities in 
order to put a stop to the evil wherever it exists, I have the honour to submit. 
the folllowing synopsis of reports received from district. officers, touatbes with 
the opinions of the leading Hindu gentlemen whom they, have consulted. 

3. (a) Mr. Windsor, the Magistrate of Burdwan, reports that the numerous 
gentlemen and officers consulted all admit that the practice of throwing human 
corpses into rivers exists more or less in certain localities, but that there is a wide 
divergence of opinions as to (1) the extent and causes of the practice, (2) the 
connection of the shastras with it, (3) the form which repression be id take, and 
(4) what opposition, if any, need, be anticipated, 

Raja Ban Bihari Kapur, the Subdivisional Officer of Kalua, and: the Chair- 
man of that Municipality are of opinion that the custom is rare in this of. 
the country, and it is said to be unknown within the municipal limits of Bun - 
wan, although cases may occur in the Damodar river during the rains. On the 
other hand, in the Kalna subdivision, the practice is said to. be very common, 
and the Subdivisional Officer of that subdivision states that in one journey from 
Kalna to Katuli he noticed no less than 12 dead human bodies and 10. 
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. Wheeler as Magistrate of Midnapore reports that the practice of 


throwing ha psa) or Seely tree sorpses into rivers and khals appears to 
i one ey generally throughout thet district; but as in Contai at least so many 
eer and rivers are salt, the drinking water there is not to a great extent 
_ polluted. The practice of staking bodies in the beds of rivers is said not to be 

y alent, but in tho Sadar subdivision bodies aro said to be buried in the beds 
of rivers, and this is only a little less objectionable. 
 (e) Mr. Dutt as Magistrate of Hooghly says that the practice of throw- 
_ ing unburnt or half-burnt bodies into the rivers prevails to some extent in tracts 
through which rivers flow, while in the central parts of the district some bodies 
are thrown into silted up tanks and cremation fields to be eaten up by dogs and 
Jape, as there are no proper arrangements for the cremation of dead bodies. 

he practice of staking dead bodies does not prevail. 

é Mr. Grierson, Magistrate of Howrah, states that the practice com- 
ained of is not in existence in his district. No body, he asserts, can deny the 
gift of fuel when applied for by poor people in such emergencies. 

8. The various causes which have contributed to the growth of the mal- 
practices in question are enumerated thus— 

(a) Poverty.—The poor classes seldom completely burn the bodies of the 
dead excing to the scarcity and price of fuel. 

(2) The custom of throwing into rivers and not burning faxing to super, 
stitious reasons) the corpses of those who have died from cholera, snake-bite- 
small-pox or burning, or when epidemics are raging. In Bankura it is stated 
that those who die from consumption are also not burnt, owing to the idea that 
the smoke arising from the corpse is infectious to the neighbours, 

Timp corpses of children up to two or two and-a-half years of ago are 

generally thrown into rivers or buried, 
(d) The dead bodies of Baisnabs and Jogis as a rule are never burnt, but 
are either thrown into rivers or buried. Burying near their houses is preferred ; 
and when this habit is not possible, they are often buried under the sand of the 
rivers. 

(e) Frauds practised by corpse-carriers when unattended by relatives of 

deceased. 























wif) The victims of murder and accidents and those who commit suicide 
or are apostates are also not burnt. 
~ (g) Ignorance of sanitary laws. Rai Nalinaksha Basu Bahadur also adds 
them: 


(hk) Love of drink, which induces the lower classes to fritter away the 
money collected for cremation in buying spirituous liquor. 

‘his gentleman also denies that ary is one of the causes, as he asserts 
that. poor people can always get wood from their richer neighbours. , 

a ‘There is a custom acknowledged among all the Hindus and mentioned 
‘some officers called the asti sanchoy, which requires that a slight unburnt 
_ portion of every corpse should be thrown into the Ganges. Raja Ban Bihari 
we Kapur o Burdwan states that this practice should not be interfered with, but it 
may > 0 he in with restrictions, e.g., the portion should be a piece of bone | 
exposed to the fire, though not entirely burnt. Mr. Wheeler states that as a 
ise Geto? comntion it is further prescribed that the bodies should not be wholly. 
consumed, but that a fragment of bone should be left unburnt and consigned | 
the, bel ‘to the Ganges, In this there appears little objection, as, 
‘have not the power of pollution. na 
6 public opinion on the proposals put forward to put a stop to the oyils a8 | 


od by ct officers is .as follows:— cat é, 
) so yindsor ee whom he has consulted are of opinion that, ; 
@ practice of throwing a slight unburnt portion be not interfered | 

n willbe raised to the prohibition of the custom on the ground 


with the Hindu religion, as all agree that the Hindu siasfray 99, 





















a rule strictly enjoin cremation. Government should, he considers, | 
the cremation of paupers and of those dying without relatives, It is, however 
easier to prohibit than to prevent the custom.  - meus 164 

(4) Mr. Drake-Brockman states that a number of gentlemen, ‘European — 
and native, have been consulted, and all are unanimous in condemning the prac- 
tice which, besides being highly objectionable on sanitary grounds, is not en- 
joined by any religious authority. On the contrary itis opposed to the reli- 

ious teaching of the Hindu religion, which ordaius cremation of the body and 
interdicts the pollution of drinking water. = 

(c) Mr. Vincent says that he does not think there will be any opposition 
to the Lm action by the educated classes, who are now fully aware of the 
benefits of good water and of the danger of contagion in cholera and other 
epidemics. ‘Those whom he consulted have suggested that there would not be. 
any objection on religious grounds to the prevention of the existing practice. 

(d) Mr. Wheeler states that the practice appears generally repugnant to 
educated opinion, as the throwing of anything unclean into water is expressly 
_ condemned in Manu. He does not think any measures in repression of the 
oot rad complained of would meet with opposition on religious grounds from 

indus, It is contrary to the rites prescribed by their religion. 

(e) Mr. Dutt says that the gentlemen he consulted are unanimously of 
opinion that the malpractice of throwing dead bodies into the rivers should, 
under all circumstances, be put a stop to. He does not think there can be any 
resonable objection to er ed dead bodies of children under two years near 
rivers instead of staking them in rivers. 





(f) Mr. Grierson reports that all Hindu gentlemen consulted and the 
Hindu members of the Local Board are unanimous in condemning the practice 
as repugnant to Hindu religion and as injurious to health. 4 

(g) Rai Bahadur Nalinaksha Basu of Burdwan says that no opposition 
will be offered by the educated Hindus to the repression of the practice. He 
anticipates no opposition from the lowest classes even, who, he states, will 
remain perfectly indifferent about what action may be taken. There may be 
possibly, he adds, newspaper agitation on the subject. 

(4) Raja Ban Behari Kapur, Manager of the Burdwan Raj Estate, would 
resort to legislative measures, if necessary, but even under the present law he 
thinks effective action can be taken by publication of notices as proposed. He 
adyises that if the practice of throwing a piece of bone into the Ganges be not 
interfered with, no opposition will arise. 

6. The preventive measures suggested by the Magistrates of the different 
districts are as follows :— 

(a) The Magistrate of Burdwan, Mr. Windsor, states that within municipal 
limits municipalities should be responsible for the burning ghats. In rural areas 
chaukidars should be punished if dead bodies are found in rivers or water- 
courses. Some officers in this district are in favour of the establishment of 
regular burning ghats and appointments of special chaukidars, 

- (0) The Magistrate of askure (Mr. Vincent) suggests that every muni- 
cipality should make bye-laws prohibiting the throwing of dead bode into 
streams or burning them in the dry bed of rivers. At the same time places 
should be carefully set YP for burials when custom makes burial necessary 
according to the belief of the peels. The Bankura Municipality has adopted 
special bye-laws on the subject, and those at Vishnupur and Sonamukhi propose 
to enact such bye-laws without delay. In the mufassal the burial of éo 
in river beds and the throwing of bodies into rivers may be forbidden by public 
_ notice and beat of drum, and panchayets and police officers ordered to report 
_ all cases of disobedience for Fi or At the same time inspecting officers 
ht look into the matter and see if their orders are carried out. “ large 
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' Ho suggest prosecution in cases of disobedience under section 29 dian 
~ Penal Code, where preventive measures fail. 5 

Mr. Wheeler states that prosecution should be applied with moderation 
and only against those who being able to thoroughly cremate their dead have 
omitted to do so, Wholesale prosecution against paupers who have no means 
and who would be utterly unable to pay fines inflicted would not be desirable, 
and by way of providing for such cases some legislation appears necessary. 
He further suggests that in municipalities provisions for burial and cremation 
of paupers may be provided for de Ps section 260, and some extension of similar 
provisions either to the District and Local Board or village panchayets would 
appear necessary. 

Mr, Windsor states that some provision should be made at any rate at 
burning ghats situated within or near towns for the effective cremation of 
paupers and of outcasts, Mr. Dutt says that in cases where a man dies within 
a municipality and has no relations, or has relations who are too poor to pa 
for cremation, the municipality should bear the expenses. But where the 
deaths take place outside the limits of a town, and the deceased has no 
relations able to pay for cremation, there should be some fund for the purpose, 
According to his ideas the expenditure for the purpose would be small, as such 
cases are rare, and Hindu feeling on the subject of cremation of dead bodies 
is very strong. Well-to-do person in villages generally pay from their own 
pockets the cremation aC bene of their poor neighbours. 

8. In my opinion there is no doubt that the practice of throwing bodies 
half or even less burnt into rivers is very common, and that it should be 
stopped. ‘The main cause of this is, I consider, the poverty of the people, except 
in certain cases as alluded to in clauses b, c, d, and fof paragraph 3 of this 
letter. Ordinarily people would, if they had the means, much prefer to see the 
bodies of their rélatlona and friends thoroughly cremated; but in many districts 
the price of wood is now becoming a very serious item of expenditure. Again, 
in places it is difficult to get burning ghats. especially in the rains. Riparian 
owners do not care about having dead bodies burnt on their lands, and the 
owners of regular burning ghats take large sums from them who come to use 
them. In the case of municipalities there should be no difficulty. Every 
municipality which has not already a sufficient number of burning ghats should 
be made to have them, and a certain amount should be annually allotted, as is 
done in some cases, for the supply of wood to them who are so poor that they 
cannot afford to pay for it themselves. The Chairmen of the Municipalities 
must take a real, and not only a nominal, interest in the matter. As regards 
the mufassal the question is more difficult, but on the banks of large rivers places 
should be taken up, if necessary, if the owners will not give them, for burning 
ghats, and the expenses in the case of paupers paid for by the District Boards. 

ukidars should be appointed to look after them, and persons not using them 
should be prosecuted. : 

I do not believe there will be any real objection to strict measures being 
taken, although, as pointed out by one native gentleman, one Calcutta paper at ~ 
least will make an outcry against any coercive measures. 


; Coe a The Magistrates of Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura, Midnapore and 


No. 632G., dated’ Camp Chapra, the 12th November 1895. 
From—A. Fores, Esq., c.8.1., Commissioner of the Patna Division, 
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
I nave the ‘honour to submit the mepott called for by Government order 
No. '2152J., dated 16th April last, on the practice of throwing dead ‘bodies 
into rivers, and the proposals put forward by the Sanitary Commissioner to puty © 
a. stop to the evil, i ; — 
"2, L have consulted the District Officers on the subject, and submit they 
following abstract of their reports:— 
_ . ‘Patna,—Mr. Inglis anal thet the Patna Municipality had already 
appointed a Sub-Committee to consider the questions now raised before the. 
receipt of the Government order. Matters have not, however, apparentl 
k vanced beyond the stage of discussion. The District Board and the Mum- 
cipal issioners of Barh and Dinapore have, however, adopted resolutions 
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to the effect that every endeavour should be made to put a stop to the practice, — 
except where opecinllyellpciaiud the shastras. The] Magistrets observes that : 
cremation is compulsory among Hindus in all cases except the following :— 
1) Children under two years of age, 9 
2} Certain sects of Sanyasis. | 
3) Persons whose death has been caused by poisons, suicide, small-pox 
or leprosy. 
(4) Persons who have been outcasted. 
: (5) Those who have no legal heir or kinsman. 


In the case of children under two years of age and certain sects of 
Sanyasis burial is enjoined. In the other casos enumerated above bodies are 
usually thrown into the river. In the case of the “Hansa” sect of Sanyasis 
the dead bodies are staked in the bed of the river. 

It is well known, however, that in many cases of poor persons the erema- 
tion is merely nominal. It takes four to six maunds of wood, costing from 
Re. 1-8 to Ks, 2-4, to cremate a body properly. The zamindar of the village is 
often inclined to help in the matter of fuel; but when the bodies have to be 
brought from some distance, the cost and labour of carriage have to be allowed 
for. The result is that in many such cases the lighting of a handful of straw 
placed in the mouth of the deceased is considered a sufficient compliance with 
religious requirements, and the body is cast into the river intact. 

To meet cases of this kind Mr. Inglis thinks that local bodies should 
contribute help, and he suggests that possibly societies might be formed amon 
the wealthy Hindus living in the neighbourhood of burning ghats for a similar 
purpose; and he thinks that wherever such arrangements can be made the 
ep should insist on cremation being efficiently carried out in all cases not 
coming under the enjoined Sxonplane I may here note that I think Mr. Inglis 
is mistaken in supposing if he does so, though his meaning is not very clear) 
that deceased persons of the last three classes mentioned by him are required b 
the shastras to be thrown into the river. The opinion of the best informed 
Hindus (see paragraph 3 below) does certainly not support this view. The 
custom of casting into the river has no doubt been adopted in these cases merely 
as the easiest means of getting rid of the diseased or ownerless bodies. 

Gaya,—-Mr, Macpherson writes as follows :— 


“The questions referred to (in Government Resolution No, 2151J. of 16th April) have 
been considered at meotings of the Gaya District Board and of the Gaya Municipality. Both 
adopted practically the same resolutions. They were unanimously of opinion that the practice 
of casting corpses into rivers and staking them in the river-bed on or near the banks be 
stopped, but only if places for burning and burying bodies are available or are provided near 
by. The District Board were of opinion that Government should empower them to arrange 
for the burning or burial of bodies on occasions of epidemics, and generally of paupers. 
Both the District Board and the Municipality are prepared to pass bye-laws to give eftect to 
the prohibition and above arrangements, but they doubted whether they had power under the 
existing law to frame any that would be of practical effect. Pending the framing of such 
bye-laws they saw no objection to the Magistrate taking action under section 290, Indian 

» Penal Code, judiciously, where suitable places for the burial or burning of dead bodies are 
available and where notice * * has been given,” 


The Magistrate agrees in the above and adds that the staking of dead 
» bodies in or near rivers is practised in the case of small children and frequently 
also in other cases during the prevalence of epidemics. 
Shahabad.—Mr. Marindin reports as follows:— 


“The general practice prevailing among the Hindus in this district is to cremate the 
Dodies of their dead, either at the Gangos, if this river is within a reasonable distance, or, if 
itis too far off, on the banks of the Sone or some other river or old bed of the Ganges, In 
times of epidemic bodies are often thrown unburnt into the nearest river and sometimes into 
the canals, The poorer classes who cannot afford fuel are apt at any time to throw away 
their dead unburnt or only purtially burnt. At Buxar, for instance, there are two burning 
\‘ghats on the Ganges—ong above and ono below the town, At the Charitar banghat above 
the town no bodies are allowed to be thrown unburnt into the river, and a municipal peon is 
Stationed there to sec that cremation is properly carriedout. At the Sarimpur ghat, which is 
below the town, the Municipal Commissioners, with a fine sense of discrimimation between 
the risk to their own town and to the villages lower down the stream, exercise no control, and 
bodies are allowed to be thrown into the river. At Sasaram the Subdivisional Officer reports 
that bodies are often thrown |into the canal and sometimes into the Sone, The practice of — 
throwing bodies into the canal is especially dangerous to the health of the villages near its 


* 








rigs ag owing to the sluggish nature of the ourrent the bodies are carried 
Mr. B se also reports a case which came under bis notice during ype a port 
last year, when two bodies were found thrown into an irrigation well so decomposed as to be 
unidentifiable. From Bhabua it is reported that bodies are generally burnt, and that the 
poorer classes are usually provided with fuel by their well-to-do neighbours. Mr. Mylue 
from J ugdispur reports that many of the poorer classes throw their dead into the Ganges to 
avoid cremating them, and tbat the general practice is to stuff the mouth of the corpse with 
hurning faggots, and after the features have become unrecognizable to throw the body into 
the river. From Dumraon Raj, Joy Prakash Lal Bahadur reports that Hindus generally 
burn the bodies to ashes, but that poor people often throw them unburat into the Ganges or 
into the old beds of that river at Bhojpur. The District Superintendent of Police reports 
that at Chousa there isa bend in the Ganges where bodies thrown in higher up the river 
collect Gone a flood and are loft high and dry causing a jstench which can only be described 
as awful, an that during an epidemic bodies are thrown into the canal wherever they can be 
easily got rid of. 1n the town of Arrah bodies are burnt, and the Municipality provides for 
the proper crematicn of pauper bodies. 

i “There is thus ample evidence that dead bodies are thrown into the Ganges and other 
rivers, and into canals especially during times of epidemics, to an extent which would justify 
the interference of Government on sanitary grounds. i 

“There is a general concengus of opinion that interference on the part of Government to 
prevent this method of dinpusitlh of dead bodies would not be antagonistic to the religious 
ay aneirted the Hindus. The only local body which takes a different view is the small 

unicipality of Jugdispur. The Commissioners there consider that levislation against the 
Pty of throwing dead bodies into rivers would be looked upon unfavourably by the 

indus. The Arrah Municipality, the District and Local Board, the Sasaram, Buxar and 
Bhabhua Municipalities, however, take a different view. Government need therefore have 
no hesitation in interfering with the practice complained of on the score of offeudiug religious 
prejudice.” 

After some further discussion of the question in which he points out that 
the evil arises mainly from two causes, viz., the poverty of the poorer classes 
and the panic during epidemics with the desire to get rid of the bodies as 
quickly as possible, Mr, Marindin suggests action on the following lines :— 


“(1) That riparian municipalities should be required to pass strict bye-laws to prevent 
the throwing of dead bodies into the river, to keep the necessary establishment for enforcing 


‘ the bye-laws, and to provide funds for burning pauper bodies and assisting the poorer classes 


to procure fuel. 

(2) That when there is some definite area capable of protection or control such as 
canals or large jhils, like the Bhojpur jhil, or the confives of municipalities and large villages 
the Magistrate should issue notice under’ section 290, Indian Penal Code. Jt would then 
rest with the police to enforce the section. In such localities there would be some chance 
of their being able to do so, as there would be some recognised authority, such as the canal 

atrol, the municipal overseer and the village panchayat who could be required to assist them 

(3) That District and Local Boards should be required in times of epidemic to assist 
with funds iv the cromation of bodies in stricken localities anid in the disposal of bodies 
thrown out unburnt. 

«(4) That the Magistrate and Subdivisional Officers should endeavour to create a public 
opinion against the practice and induce zamindars and well-to-do persons to assist their 
poorer neighbours in providing fuel for the cremation of their dead.” 


Saran.—The Saran District Board and the Municipal Commissioners of 
Revelganj are the only local bodies who have replied to the questions asked. 
They are both of opinion that the proposed notification should be issued onl 
provided that means be first taken to furnish poor persons with the funds 
Tequisite to cremate their dead. Mr. Slack, the District Magistrate, is of , 
opinion that a notification similar to the one referred to in paragraph 5 of the 

overnment letter may be published, and he thinks that in this case the 


' wealthier Hindus, actuated by the prevailing spirit of religious charity, will no 


doubt supply the means to their poorer neighbours. 
Champaran.—The following extract from the proceedings of the District 
Board in meeting is submitted by the Magistrate :— 


“Tt was the general opinion of the meeting that tho practice which prevails among the 
classes of Hindus of casting ‘ead bodies into rivers and of staking their dead in the 
Peds of rivers has been most correctly described by the Goveanment of Bengal as obnoxious 
and insanitary, The Hindu members of the meeting gave it as their unanimous opivion that 
the practice is not strictly in keeping with the teachings of the Hindu shastras, which require ~ 
tomplete cremation, but that it has become very general, owing partly, perhaps, to apathy, 
but certainly much more to the expense which is involved in complete cremation. , It was said 
that the cost of complete cremation might be estimated, taking a Jow figure, at Rs, 3 in each _ 


ease, even for the poorest families te But the expense might mo 






doubt be reduced if landlords, would give fuel is. )This would no doubt be done by the 

bs of landlo without Gemar. It is indeed incumbent on Hindu landlords to give 
fuel gratis for this purpose. All that the Board, however, could do in this matter set be. 
to encourage landlords, by advice and example, to grant this assistance generally. Tt was 
further the general opinion of the meeting that no effective control could be exercised by the 
Board, unless places were first set apart in each village or ¢o/a for use as burning ghats, At 
present the people ave in the habit of taking their dead to the banks of streams at any spot, 
and the obnoxious owstem alluded to could uot be checked without a system of patrol, which 
nerther the Board nor the Executive hai the means of carrying out. The meeting therefore 
considered that a place in each village or tola should be set apart for the purpose, avd that 
when this was done a bye-law might be issued hy the Board prohibiting under a snitable 
penalty the cremution of the dead bodies at other places. The Magistrate would be asked to 
allow the village chaukidurs to report offences egainst the bye-law through the Magistrate to 
the Board. 

“Jt was also pointed out that as the greater part of the district had now been cadastrally 
surveyed, there sbould be no difficulty in determining and identifying the sites selected for 
burning ghats. 

“The village panchayats would be moved by the Board, acting through the Collector, to 
suggest a proper site in exch village.” 


Mr. Colvin adds that his views coincide with those of the Board. 

Muzafarpur.—Mr. Hare reports that as the shastras forbid the burning of 
the bodies of young children and of a certain sect of Sanyasis, it is the usual 
custom to throw them into the river. It is a common practice also in times of 

stilence for the villagers to cast their dead not only into living water but also 

into stagnant pools and jhils (or even into the open fields)—a practice which is, 
however, universally condemned by the people themselves. 

Mr. Hare continues as follows :— 


“One or two of the Hindus consulted approve of legislative intervention, as do the 
European residents of the district, who think that no popular excitement would be caused 
thereby. The majority of the Hindus cousulted are, however, averse to suoh action. ‘Some 
would except big rivers; others would restrict interference to the Municipality, while one 
Local Board would prefer consequent disease to the suppression of the practice. Generally, 
however, it is thought that the cases due to poverty should be met by the organisation of 
voluntary subscriptions, so that in the municipalities those who are castle in any other way 
to meet the expense of a pyre should be assisted from the muvicipal funds, while in tho 
villages the punches should collect for a like object. 

“Hindu opivion,on the whole seems in favour of private effort and against publie 
intervention; and inte "rence of any kind is deprecated in the case of religious devotees and 
children, There woul; appey to prevail au opinion that the shastras support the custom in 
sanctioning the practi?” 


Mr. Hare’s own view is that the practice should be prohibited. The chauki- 
dars should be made to report occurrences, and each case should be dealt with 
on its merits. In times of epidemic help should be given in burning bodies to 

or persons from municipal and district funds as a sanitary measure just as 
elp is now — in medical attendance and cholera medicines. 

I note that in a report from the District Superintendent of Police, for- 
warded by the Magistrate, it isstated that in one outpost it is sometimes the 

ractice for dead bodies of females to be thrown into the river tied to earthen 
jars filled with sand. Iam inclined myself to think that this is a more usual 
practice in the case of females than is commonly supposed and than the relatives 
care to admit. I have often been struck, while rowing on the Ganges, with the 
disproportionately large number of male as compared with female cremations to 
be seen on its banks. 

Darbhanga,—Mr. Tute reports that on receipt.of the Government letter the ° 
matter was laid before the Municipal Commissioners and. the District Board. 
The former ‘body qaneet a resolution to the effect that the Commissioners could 
not afford to provide funds for the cremation of the bodies of paupers, and that 
the introduction of a bye-law compelling total cremation “would work very 
hardly” on the poorer classes, and that they would not therefore be justified in 
passing such a bye-law. This is the kind of resolution that I should have 
expected from this backward and unprogressive body. The. District Board 
passed the following resolution :— 

“That ‘the throwing of dead ‘bodies into rivers without thorough cremation be-made a 
pesigible fae: the fnsty not ern En 5 er aeons, his rules tal 
‘to Banyasis A who, a D, their re n, throw their i 
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“Mr. Tute as Municipal Chairman ts that three sites have been selected 


as municipal burning ghats in order to put a stop to the disposal of dead bodies 


‘ elsewhere. He adds as follows :— 
~T do not think anything more can he done in this direction in the present state of 
backwardness in matters of sanitation. We cansee that the sites we have fixed and no otbers 
are used for cremation, but the sense of the meeting was entirely against coercive measures 
being used to compel complete cremation. It was urged that in the oase of two or three 
deaths occurring in one house the expense of completely burning the bodies of the deceased 
would be more than an ordinary cooly or poor person could bear, It was also urged—and 
with some reason, I think—that every Hindu will, from a sense of pride, do his best, as far 
as his moans go, to make cremation as completo as possible. It is only tho very poor 
who resort to partial cremation, Much as I admit the force of what Dr. Gregg has said, 
I do not think the time has yet como for interference with the customs of the people 
in such a sacred matter as that of the disposal of their dead. We can say that in certain 
fixed places and in none other shall cremation take place, and prevent by force, if necessary, 
any violation of this rule, but further I do not think it wise to go.” 


8. I also forward copies of a report from the Secretary to the Bihar 
Landholders’ Association and of two carefully prepared reports from the Maha- 
raja Bahadurs of Hutwa and Darbhanga (with enclosure). The reports of 
these two noblemen have been writton after consulting the leading pandits of 
Benares and Bihar, and form a very valuable contribution to the present dis- 
cussion. They prove clearly that the Hindu shastras enjoin either burial (in 
particular cases) or complete cremation, except only in the case of the ‘“ Hansa” 
sect of Sanyasis, whose bodies are sunk in midstream, in stone coffins, or by 
means of heavy weights, at certain sacred places; and that the practice of 
casting unburnt of partially burnt corpses into the water is an innovation 
entirely opposed to religious teachings, and utterly repugnant to the feelings of 
all good Hindus. The custom is condemned by both Maharajas on religious 
as well as on sanitary grounds, and the interference of the authorities with a 
view to its suppression is advocated. Similar views are, in effect, expressed by 
the Bihar Landholders’ Association, although the Hon'ble Secretary’s letter 
does not appear to advocate active measures being taken outside of muni- 
cipalities. 

4. My own opinion is that Government would be perfectly justified in 
‘taking immediate measures to put a stop to the evil. I believe that the feeling 
of the mass of the people—certainly of all the enlightened and well disposed 
‘classes—would be with it in this matter. The religious question aah not 
probably present itself at all, or, if it did, it would soon be put at rest by @ 

romulgation of the opinions of the pandits. The only serious question would 
bs that of expense in the case of persons belonging to the labouring classes, 
especially during times of scarcity and epidemics. But I think with Mr. Slack 
that if it were once thoroughly understood that the throwing of corpses into 
our rivers and canals wil not be permitted, help from neighbours and other 
charitable sources would, in the great majority of cases, be forthcoming. And 
after all the cost would be a trifle compared with the sums spent on even the 
very humblest: marriages. 

I notice that some of the local bodies consulted demur to any action being 
taken (1) until proper burning ghats have been provided at the placos where 
protection is thought necessary ; and 2) unless moans be first provided for the 
poorer classes to mect the costs of cremation. 1 do not agree in these proposi- 
tions. The first seems to me to be based on a misconception. I have never 
heard that dead bodies are anywhere left unburnt merely because there is no 
place for burning them. If this were so, bodies of well-to-do persons would 
often have to go unburnt as well as those of paupers. But we do not hear of 
any complaints of the kind. There is everywhere some place where the rites 
can be conducted. The omission to perform them is due only to poverty or 
énsouciance. ‘ ; 

The second proposition means practically the shelving of the whole question. 
But the matter is essentially one which solvetur ambulando. At present no 
attempt whatever is made in many cases to find the means of meeting the 
expense. What we have to do is to encourage the principle of self-help; and 
the only way todo this is to oblige people to set to work and practice it. In 
time possibly some properly organised system of help may be set.on foot. But ‘ 
it is unreasonable to think that. such a system can be worked oui in detail 
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. I think that we may confidently trust to local bodies and to Hindu charity to 
afford the requisite aid in cases of pressing necessity, and if care is at the same — 
time taken, as of course it will be, by Magistrates to decide cases coming before 
them on their merits, I do not think that any real hardship need be Hes HS 

6. 1 think therefore that Government et once safely take action, and 
that this should be done very much on the lines suggested by Mr. indi 
All riverain municipalities should be required to apply for the extension of 
sections 254 to 260A of the Municipal Act, where this Ae not already been done, 
be instructed to provide proper burning ghats where necessary tinder section 
259, and for the burning and burial of paupers under section 260, and to 
enforce the provisions of section 257. District Boards should also be required 
to take up the matter on similar lines, under the powers conferred by section 87 
of the Local Self-Government Act, with a view to preventing the pollution of 
certain specified rivers, canals, or other pieces of water. At the same time 
notices should be widely published in a district explaining fully the reason 
of the action taken and specifying the rivers, canals or other waters it may be 
decided to protect, and warning the public against throwing into them any 
animal or human remains liable to decomposition, under pain of prosecution 
under section 290, Indian Penal Code, with an exception in favour only of the 

ticular sect of Sanyasis mentioned in paragraph 3 above. 

7. If Government approve of this view, I will, after again consulting 
District Officers, submit a draft proclamation and prepare draft instructions for 
the guidance of the different Municipalities, District Boards and local officers 
in this Division. 





Dated Bankipore, the 28th July 1895. 


From—The Secretary to the Bihar Landholders’ Association, 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. 


Wirn reference to your office memorandum No. 185G,,—Cir., enclosing Resolution 
No. 2151T.—Judicial, dated the 16th April 1895, regarding the throwing of the dead bodies 
into the Ganges, I have been directed by the Oommittee of the Bihar Landholders’ Asso- 
ciation to submit the following remarks. 

According to Yajnavalkya the dead bodies are to be cremated excepting the dead bodies 
of infants up to eighteen months of their age; and there is nothing in the ovher Sanhitas 

et. contrary. According to the Vishnu Sanhita after the cremation a smal) piece of bone 
lected from the ashes is to be thrown into the Ganges. 

The Sanyasis of certain sects follow the practice of immersing their dead bodies into 
the Ganges. In cases of the renowned people of the orders the body is placed in a stone box 
and then immersed. In other cases the immersion of the dead which is always in midstream 
is done with heavy substances tied around the dead body. The bodies thus immersed would 
be very few, and they scarcely novd be taken into account in Bengal Proper, as the deaths in 
such cases almost always take /place in holy places outside its limits. In most cases, however, 
the practice of samadhi (burial) is followed. In cases of unnatural deaths the usual (practice 
here is to burn the dead bodies. ’ 

There are certain classes here amongst the Hindus who in some localities, or in cases 
where they are the followers of Kabin or are Shew Narayens, bury their dead. Such are the 
classes of Doshads, Mushahars, Domes and Chamars. In villages these burials take place 
in a place allotted side by the place whero the other Hindus burn their dead, and good 
regulation exists under village custom as to the depths of the digging for burial that has to be 
made. In all cases where ‘cremation prevails the body is fully burnt except in cases of 

verty ; in villages the fuel wood is usually supplied from the fruit gardens held at 
owli tenures, the zamindars charging ho price for their share. 

The subject, so far as the Committee of the Bibar landholders can see, is one of munici- 

] regulations, where in or about large towns pau er,bodies are mostly thrown into neigh- 
Fearing streams, and if certain regulations are made for jthe burning of the dead bodies of 
paupers by the municipal corporations and some expenditure under this head incurred, a good 
deal in this direction would be-done. 





No. 2497, dated Hutwa, the 25th August 1895. 


, 


From—Manakaya Stk Kerstna Pratar Sanze Bawapvn, K.0.L2., of Hutwa, 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. 
‘Wirn reference to your memorandum No. 185G:—Cir., dated the 22nd April last, for- 
warding Government Resolution No. 2152J., dated the 16th idem, vegeting (sie highly 
obnoxious and insanitary practice which ‘prevails among the poorer class of Hi of casti 





dead bodies in the riveryas well as of staking their dead in beds of rivers in order to avoid 
the of cremation of burial in prescribed places, 1 have the honour to stato that I have 

‘already in my interview with you told you what my personal views on the above subject as 
well as on the subject of extravagant expenditure on marriages are, but I have purposely 
delayed in replying to your letter in order to obtain an authoritative opinion of tho Benares 
school of pandits strictly in consonance with the injunctions of the Hindu shastras, since 
their opinions (ae) in all matters of religious and social rites are observed and followed 
by the Hindus of Bihar, I have consulted them in my last trip to Benares, and beg now to 
state as follows. 

2. The religious aspect of the question is that all Hindus belonging to the first four 
castes, excepting the Sanyasis and children below three years of age, should bo cremated. 
The children under two years of age should be buried, but those between two and three 
years may cither be buried or burnt. For them only it is optional. The Savyasis are of 
course buried and not cremated. 

3. Imall cases of cremation it should be completed and thorough. To leave a corpse 
uinburnt or half-burnt is a sin for which expiation (srarafare) with strict observance of 

nance has been prescribed in the shastras. In no case the bodies, unburnt or half-burnt, are 
to be thrown or allowed to drift into the rivers, but after complete cremation the remains 
in the shape of ashes and a few hones are collected, washed and.thrown into the Ganges. 
The practice of throwing bones into the sacred rivers is sanctioned by the shastras, and people 
from countries thousands of miles away bring bones of their deceased relations to throw them 
into the Ganges. 

4. The Sanyasis as enjoined in the shastras are not cremated, but buried under the 

und, But where there are sacred rivers and in holy places like Benares, their bodies are 
as a matter of fact given a watery burial. It is done in this wise. In the case of a Sanyasi, 
who is well known for his picty aud learning and has got numerous chelas or followers, the 
dead body is encased in a box made of stones with a few small holes in it, but for an ordinary 
or common Sanyasi the body is strongly bound between two large and heavy stones, and in 
every case it is carried in a boat in the midstream and from there thrown into the river, 
receiving as it were a watery instead of an earthy burial. In no case, however, the body is 
exposed or indiscriminately thrown into the river and allowed to be drifted away. If this is 
done it is against the injunctions of the Hindu shastras. 

5. The custom of casting unburnt orhalf-burnt dead bodies seems to me to be of recent 
origin, and is chiefly confined to the lower and poorer classes of Hindus, who, on account of 
their poverty, are ite from obtaining sufficient fuel for the purpose of cremation. 
The custom has no doubt originated with, and is chiefly due to, the scarcity of fuel. Fuel, as 
a matter of fact, was in olden days, when there were no railways and forest laws, obtained by 
the poorer people for nothing. But with the changes of times the forests and jungles have 
disappeared, and fuel, which is one of the daily necessaries of life, cannot be obtained without 
paying for it, Moreover, the supply available from the villages in many cases is not suffi- 
cient for the demand, so that its scarcity is now felt even in distant and out-of-the-way 
places from the cities. The price of the fuel has also been gradually but steadily inoreasing, 
notwithstanding that in many cities it has been substituted by coke for the purpose , 
cooking. The poorer class of. Hindus in the struggle for their existence had theref 
recourse to this obnoxious and insanitary practice, which in time has grown into a custom, but 
which has no shastric origin. 

6. Lam, therefore, of opinion that the indiscriminate practice of throwing dead bodies 
into the rivers is not sanctioned by our religion. It is besides a custom which is condemned on 
sanitary grounds, and as such ought to be stopped by legislative enactment. At the same 
time I should say that the custom of throwing the dead bodies of Sanyasis into the sacred 
rivers, as well as the practice of throwing bones, is not only sanctioned by the Hindu 
shastras, but is considered very meritorious, and consequently they should not be interfered 


with. 





Dated Darbhanga, the 23rd October 1895. 


Demi-official from—MAaHaRasa LaksHmeswar S1nou, of Darbhanga, 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. 
‘Wiru reference to your letter on the question of throwing dead bodies into running: 
rivers and your subsequent reminders, I have to state as follows :— es : 
From’ a sanitary point of view there cannot possibly be two opinions on the subject 
The practice is universally condemned by all those who have taken the trouble to study the 
sanitary aspect of the question. In this letter therefore I would confine myself to the dis- 
cussion of only religious points, and to the attitude that the Hindu community is likely to 
take up towards any legislative or administrative interference with this custom. : 
5 I enclose herewith a “ Vyavastha” from the head pandits of the Darbhanga Raj 
Sanskrit Patshala with its literal English translation. I might mention that I personally 
agree with every single word of this “ Vyavastha,” and that all the pandits whom I have 
consulted cn the subject corroborate the views of the head pandits. sl 
Cremation is the method which is enjoined in all the old Hindu books for disposing of 


i . And there are only a few exceptions to this general 
edema ee Hanse,” the Mitakshara and Nirnaya- 


~ of ascetics, called 
: fe, aly amon thn dead odie should be thrown into water with a piece of stone 
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attiiched to it. ‘This subject, however, I will discuss later on. It-is nowhere stated that, a 
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dead body stould be thrown iuto a river aftera lighted torch has been applied to it. All 
the oid religious authorities are unanimously of opinion that the whole and not.a portion of 
the body only should be burnt, + ie 

Moreover, in North Bihar, this practice is confined only to those villages that are situated 
near the two big rivers, viz., the Ganges and the Ganduk. Any interference with this custom 
in this part of the country will be welcomed by a large portion of the community. Nothing 
shocks the ideas of the respectable female pilgrims during the various religions melas than the 
sight of human corpses floating in the river, or being devoured by vultures, crows and dogs 
by the side of the Ganges. 

By these remarks, however, I do not wish it to be understood that there will be no oppo- 
sition, In many parts of the country this custom of throwing dead bodies into rivers.has 
arisen on account of the scarcity of firewood in that partioular tract. And in some cases the 
poverty of the relations also prevents their performing cremation ceremonies properly, So 
the Government must be prepared for a certain amount of opposition, But this opposition 
in my opinion cannot possibly be anything like the opposition to the abolition of sutti, or 
even “The Age of Consent Act.” 

I would, however, suggest that no interference should be put to the funoral custom of the 
Sanyasts or other Hindu ascetics. There is not the slightest doubt that the practice of 
throwing dead bodies of these ascetics into rivers is sanctioned by the siastra. In fact it is 
the only method prescribed for disposing of the dead bodies of certain rcligious orders. The 
only interference, if any, that I would suggest with these classes would te to make it com- 
pulsory for the bodies to be thrown into rivers in stone coffins or pieces of heavy stones 
attached tothem. This is the general custom of the country. And its object is apparently 
to conceal the sight of decaying corpses from the sight of the people. The Government, by 
carrying out my suggestion, will only penalise any breach of this most salutary existing 
custom. Any interference with the custom itself will, howevor, be strongly resented by the 
Hindus as a body, aud is sure to creat a bitter opposition and silent but dangerous discontent. 

It must be remombered that these ascetics, with the exception of some of the old Brahmin 
families, are the real religious leaders of the Hindus. The Hindu public consider these classes 
to be their religious preceptors, And nothing is likely to rouse all latent feelings of fanaticism 
and create ill-feelings against the Government as any unnecessary interference with these 
people. From the sanitary point of view there is but little to be said against it. These 
ascetics mostly inhabit Benares and other holy places situated near large sacred rivers. ‘Their 
number is very small; and the immersion of only a few dead bodies in big rivers like the 
Ganges and the Nerbudda cannot possibly contaminate the water to any appreciable extent. 


VYAVASTHA, 


Tue question is (1) whether the dead bodies of Hindus who follow the dictates of the 
Vedas in everything from birth to death should be interred in the earth or thrown into water, 
or cremated; and (2) if cremated, whether the whole of the dead body should be burnt or 
a part thereof be allowed to remain unburnt; and (8) whether is it permitted in the shastras 


‘to apply a burning torch to the mouth of the dead body and then throw it into water, 


On these questions my opinion in general is as follows: — 

Yajnavalkya says :—“ Tuter the dead body of one below two years of age in the earth, and 
no oblations of water should be offered to its names (sic). Tho dead bodies of those that die 
after being two yoars old should be followed to the cremation ground by their relations who 
should go along repeating Yamagatha and Yama Sukta. And then it should be cremated by 
common fire. But ifthe dead used to keep a fire of his own (i.¢., if he was an Agmihatri), 
then he should be cremated by the same sacrificial fire.” 

From the above it will be seen that interment up to two yoars of age and cremation 
after that is clearly laid down as a necessity. Thus question (1) is answered. 

With regard to question (2), here is tue translation of a Vedic mantra which is repeated at 
the time of cremation—“ I cremate ihe whole body of the one who both did virtuons deeds and 
committed bad actions, and who was influenced by desire (avarice) and delusion, so that he 
or she may go toheaven.” From the authority of this Vedic mantra it is understood that the 
whole of the dead body should be cremated. But the writers on Smrit: explain that the whole 
of the dead body should be cremated except a portion of the size of a pigeon, which should be 
left uncremated for the sake of kravijadas. So this is tbe conclusion arrived at with regard 
to the question. 

With regard to question (8) it is nowhere allowed in the shastras to apply a burning 
torch to the dead body and then throw it into water, No Rishes have held this, and no proper 
men ever do it, but the few that doit are simply obliged to act thus for want of fuel, &c,, and 
because they are ignorant of the dictates of the shastras, Merely. then doing so does not _ 
constitute it a proper action (dharma), 

But with regard to special orders of Sanyasis, it is allowed in the shastras to inter the 
dead bodies of some orders in the earth and to throw into water the dead bodies of the others. 
Among others it is thus mentioned in Milakshara and Nirnayasindhu;— 

“The dead body of those that ‘renounce the world and devote their time in religious 
meditations and contemplation of the Supremo should not be cremated; neither should a) 
period of unholiuess be observed after their deatb; nor should any oblations of water be offered 
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to their mianes (sio), and'nor should their shradh ceremonies be performed. But the body of 
the Sanyasi of the order Kutuchaka should be cremated, and that of the order Bahoodaka should 
be interred in the earth with salt and some perfumes, and that of the order Hansa should be 
thrown into water after binding a piece of stone toit; while the body of the order Param- 
hansa should be interred in the earth with salt and some perfumes.” 


Feenageta aieaet wfesait atarfert gard yt frat 
aaah etife sat) ceria wiwhk, aweratuite fefecauifracia 
aiq@erngitiai dater seran eaere: aaifeerafegitata art dae falta, 
era oaeraa ooafeai fawtagat cea, am GTM TAT wifernga: 
amamicearai —arafera tferats fear ae astadetenueaad «sft | aware 
qataftya 9 featadirets yiteuna(efafatusaia afanainaucafefaans 
mvtafrattate frifara sauifeaoniad adismmarie miata: eat: 
faarfrren fa faadaamrelaquezatatianfadas feguere, watuienea 
aearwaned eeaesararia feergiamenefata dafema aeparfeafafe anita 
atitefcficerertaere wharaty weneisvitesr aaritrecamete: aqae- 
eagtat dale ae WAU Sf autafqurara fmemaUATE WaT BaU- 
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cama 4 cmeetatatites fart qotemarees UATE alsa facia: 
ueeeryraicene: yeateen®: aatlew = fauTara gaa feu watiqafefie 
qeifeen: faeca aaa fartiges xf 
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No, 2069G., dated Dacca, the 13th November 1895. 
®  From—H. Lurruan-Jounson, Esq., Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

I nave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your No, 2152J. of the 
16th April last, forwarding for report copy of Government Resolution 
No. 2151J. of the same date, on the subject of the disposal of dead bodies. 
In reply I beg to state that the Resolution was forwarded to the Magistrates of 
the several districts of this division, who were directed to ascertain and report 
to what extent dead bodies are disposed of as described in their districts, 
and to elicit public opinion on the proposals put forward by the Sanitary 
authorities. 

2. Tho replies received from the leading Hindu gentlemen consulted are 
in most cases not very full, and show that they are not aware of the extent 
to which the corpses are disposed of as described, specially in the rains, when 
very large areas in this division go under water. Except in the rains, human 
corpses are not generally, or indeed often, consigned to water. But the car- 
casses of animals are cast into rivers and khals throughout the year, and specially 
during the rains, So far as the division is concerned, this is far the greater 
evil of the two. , : 

3. Rai Knshna Chandra Rai Bahadur, late of the Subordinate Execu- 
tive Gervice, states that the practice of throwing human corpses into rivers is 
in yoguo to a véry limited extent in the Manikganj subdivision within which 
he resides. Babu Gagan Chandra Das, Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj, 
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says that the wholecountry'is:under water during the months of July, August, 
a September, and in ‘many villages ‘there remains not pate ground 
available for burning the dead. It often happens, then, that the bodies are 
thrown into the water, as no other means of disposal is possible. Babu 
Okhoy Coomar Sen, Deputy Magistrate, stationed at the head-quarters of the 
Dacca district, says that in the Narainganj subdivision cremation is almost 
unknown among the lower classes of Hindus. Dead bodies are generally 
thrown into the bed of the *Brahmaputra, «and are sometimes staked therein. 
As a result the water becomes undrinkable and also unfit for culinary purposés. 

Mr. Earle, Magistrate of Mymensingh, reports that the practice of throw- 
ing human corpses into ‘rivers, khals, and water-courses 1s not-a-very wide- 
spread one in his district. In the opinion of Mr. Herald, Magistrate of 

aridpur, it is very probable that in the rainy season, when'the whole coun 

goes entirely under water, the practice is‘resorted:to by the inhabitants of dus 
district. He says that even in the Faridpur Municipality, the Civil Surgeon 
and the Chairman, when the ‘burial ground is submerged, have allowed the 
hospital corpses to be thrown into the midstream of the Pudma below the 
municipal limits. 

Mr. LeMesurier, Magistrate of Backergunge, says :— 


“Tho practice of staking dead bodies in the beds of rivers is practically unknown in this 
district. Even the throwing into the water of partly singed bodies is uncommon except in 
the case of deaths from snake-bite, and among certain sections of Byragis. The lower classes 
of Hindus being, as a rule,-prosperous, the expense of: thoroughly burning »a corpse is mot, 
as elsewhere, prohibitive, and the instructions of the shastras are as a rule fully carried out.” 


4. That the practice of throwing dead bodies into water is injurious to 
health and disgusting is admitted by all. Even where the practice prevails 
it is considered loathsome. It is said that in some places people not only 
avoid ‘using water in which dead bodies are cast, but they even decline ‘to 
take ‘the fish living in it. But there are degrees to the evil. Mr. Herald, 
Magistrate of Faridpur, writes :— 


“The throwing of bodies into the enormous volume of the Pudma or Meghna represents 
the evil in its smallest form. The body may bo rolled into a creek, and become a sonrce 
of danger, but generally it will be carried into the open river where fish, tortoises, and 
crocodiles will dispose. of it. In the inland rivers and bbils of this district, however, 
the danger exists. I havo no doubt that it is as common as is described in the report about 
Nadia, not probably in the cold weather, but in the rains, when no other method of disposal 
of the Hindu corpses is generally available. All water forming more or le:s one continuous 
sheet would-explain why the oily scum and other symptoms are not noticeable differing 


from the comparatively confined waters of Nadia.” 


Mr. LeMesurier, Magistrate of Backergunge, observes that the harm done 
is comparatively little in his district, because— 


(1) the volume of water isso immense, and the speed with .which it 
flows so great, that the entire dirt of a single district can affect 
it but little; 

(2) the ebb and flow of. the tides set up an admirable drainage, and the 
carcasses, &c., are taken out to sea before long ; and 

(3) a Png south of Barisal is usually so brackish that nobody -will 

ink it. 


I am inclined to agree with Messrs. Herald and LeMesurier. I have said 
that the sewage of the town of Barisal would not contaminate the huge river 
which flows pet it more than the sewage from shipping contaminates the 
Hooghly. And now the Sanitary Board recommend that the sewage of the 
large town of Dacca shall be allowed to flow into the little Buriganga in 
the rains. 

5. Itis generally reported that nyse hang of the purity of drinking 
water is entirely consonant with Hindu notions, and any prohibitory measures 


that may be thought expedient to adopt towards that end will not be objected 


to, at least by the higher classes, on the score of religion. The religious aspect 
of the question has been dealt with, at more or less considerable length, by the 
Hindu gentlemen consulted. in the matter. They are practically unanimous. 
I cannot express their views better than by quoting what -the Maharaja of 
Shushung, an enlightened young nobleman anda high-caste Brahman, says. 





ar 
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It appears that this gentleman has taken much interest and trouble in obtain- 


ing opinion from the learned pandits.. He writes :— 


- “Tn the course of the discussion which was held at my house among the pandits and 
myself, I have come to learn that the Hindu shastras strictly prohibit the practice of throw- 
ing corpses into water. Of course this rule, according to the said shastras, does not hold 
good with regard to Jugis, Byragis and infants of less than two years of age; with respect 
to them, the shastras require that the corpses should be interned. And the Hindu shastras 
also enjoin that the dead bodies of those who die unnatural deaths or who commit suicide 
shoald not be cremated, but buried. Water, according to the Hindus, is a very sacred thing, 
and is said to be Narayan. The idea of defiling so holy a thing in any way is foreign to 
the Hindus, They do not condescond to spit in water or todo anything which might 
pollute it, and as the dead bodies are held to be impure by the Hindus, so it is clear that 
these cannot be allowed to be thrown into water. Inthe Sradha Tattwa of Pandit Raghu- 
nandan, which is considered as an unquestionable authority in Bengal, there is a rule that 
the whole of the corpse should not be reduced to ashes; a small portion of semi-burnt 
bone called asthi together with a piece of flesh should be thrown into the Ganges. This por- 
tion of bone together with the small amount of flesh is never thrown in any stagnant water, 
and it may be safely said that such a small amount of half-burnt flesh, equal in volume to 
a plum, and the small portion of bone cannot, if thrown into a running stream like that of 
Ganges, in any way defile the water.” 


It will have occurred to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor that where, 
as here, the Musalmans are in a large majority, the religious difficulty has not 
the same importance as it has, say, in Bihar. ‘ 

6. Except a few zamindars of the Mymensingh district, most of the 
gentlemen consulted advocate that measures should be adopted in some shape 
or other for the prevention of the practice. Babu Purna Chandra Mitter, the 
Munsif of Manikganj in the district of Dacca, is of opinion that punitive 
measures will hardly have much effect. Remedial measures are necessary, and 
municipalities and local bodies ‘should take the responsibility of properly dis- 
posing of the dead bodies of unknown and poor men in their respective juris- 
dictions at their own cost. To prevent pas from taking improper advantage 
of this indulgent provision, cremation by public bodies must be by the cheapest 
means, and generally by Domes, whom well-to-do people will seldom allow to 
touch the dead bodies of their relatives; chaukidars may be instructel to 
report not only, as at present, the names, ages, and the sex of persons who died 


.in their jurisdiction, but also whether the dead bodies were cremated, interred 


or thrown away; and if thrown away, whether the heirs and successors of the 
deceased had the means of burning or interring them. If the dead bodies are 
improperly thrown away, the fact may be brought to light by this means, and 
the offenders subsequently prosecuted. The Subdivisional Officer of Manik- 
ganj would utilize the services of the proposed Union Committees, they being 
called upon to make arrangements for the burning and the burial of indigent 
rsons, 
“i Rai Krishna Chandra Ra: Bahadur and other gentlemen consulted of the 
Manikganj snbdivision see no objection to the issue of a notification under the 
provisions of sections 289, 290 and 291 of the Indian Penal Code, similar to 
that issued in the Burdwan Division. They suggest that Government may 
enjoin respectable and influential Hindu gentlemen to form Committees or 
Associations for the purpose of seeing that the provisions of the notification are 
duly attended to. ‘The Subdivisional Officer of Munshiganj says—and the 
Magistrate agrees with him—that it is no use prosecuting and punishing men 
who throw the corpses into the water during the rains, unless we can tell them” 
what they should do, and can point out how they can dispose of the dead bodies 
in a manner not open to objection. He further says that the Hindus would not 
throw them into the water if they could find dry ground enough anywhere for 
burning them. He thinks public cremation and burial-grounds should be 
provided for the villages by the District Board. If that body would take the 
initiative by paying a portion of the cost, the village public will largely 
subscribe and furnish funds. If this is done, no hardship will be caused by 
the issue of a prohibitory order and by the punishment of those who disobey it 
for nuisance, , : ede F 
The gentlomen consulted in the Narainganj subdivision are strongly in 
favour of the publication of a notice by Government and the adoption of 


punitive measures to put a stop to the obnoxious practice. 





Bas 5. SLANE NEE 

Mr. Earle says that as the practice of throwing corpses into the water is 
not a very widespread one in his district, there would be comparatively little 
difficulty in dealing with such cases as do occur. ‘The habit of throwing 
carcasses of animals into water-courses is, however, very common, and it is abso- 


Intely necessary that it should be put a stop to. The agency of the rural 
police and village panchayats should, in his opinion, be fully utilised in giving 
effect to the measures proposed. Pleaders of the Mymensingh Bar are of opinion 
that a more careful though discretionary use of the provisions of section 29, 
Indian Penal Code, will be sufficient to stop the practice, and that necessary 
steps should be taken with that view. But the leading zamindars of the district 
generally fear that such measures would be hard upon the poorer population and 
upon those who have no friends and relatives. 
Mr, Herald says :— 


“Opinion in this district is in favour of legislation, I would not, however, make this 
legislation compulsorily applicable to all parts of this district. Ido not see how Muksudpur 
thana could dispose of its dead between June and October except by resorting to the equall 
objectionable practice of burying or burning corpses in the house compound. In the bhil 
country there is no other dry land available than dari compound. Cattle have to stand in 
water, people have to wade or boat from hut to hut. In some other thauas there would be no 
difficulty in enforcing the law. ‘he question of expense arises, Wood is very scarce in this 
district. It costs a good deal to thoroughly burn a corpse (not merely half-burn it, as is 
generally done), If we are té make burning or burying corpses compulsory, we must have— 

(1) power to rent a piece of land near any village for the purpose where no provision 
exists, and 

(2) power to levy an amount sufficient to cover the rent of this land, probably five per 
cent. on the chaukidari tax would suffice, and 

(8) power to levy a contribution not exceeding one pice per house from the villagers 
where the panchayat certifies that the, relations of the deceased are unable to 
pay cost of burning, and the custom of the caste requires the corpse to be 
burnt and not buried. 

These rates would be hardly at all felt by the people. Where Unions exist, the Union 
Fund should include the above amount as a compulsory item.” 


Mr. LeMesurier says that bye-laws of all municipalities contain clauses 
against the practice, and the District Board might do the same for the khals 
under its management. 

7. Ido not see why the bos: ren of dead bodies by throwing them into 
rivers, etc., should not be prohibited. I would begin with the bodies of 
animals, The difficulty is to enforce such a prohibition. It seems to me 
that the disposal of dead bodies is distinctly a matter which should be dealt 
with by the local authority. In my districts we have lately constituted a 
local authority, viz., the rural police and panchayat, under Act VI (B.C.) of 
1870 as amended. In my letter No. 3672J., dated the 10th December 1893, 
I have proposed to extend the powers of a panchayat. They might be made 
Unions under the Local Self-Government Act, but sections 115, 118 and 119 of 
that Act hardly. go far enough. I am quite prepared to allow them to levy 
such rates as may be necessary to enable them to dispose of dead bodies 
both of persons and of animals. If provision were thus made- for the proper 
disposal of dead bodies, I should not object to persons who dispose of them 
by throwing them into water being subject to punishment. This question of 
a local authority pervades us here. In paragraph 6 of my Annual General 
Aduninistration Report for 1894-95, with reference to a kindred subject—the 
Satdggate of pure water—I was obliged to write that, in the absence of any 
ocal authority, we were unable to spend the money we had got on the 
objects we desired. 1 believe that some improvement may be effected by 
simply informing our panchayats that the defilement of water by casting dead” 
bodies into it has been brought to our attention, and that they must report all 
such cases through the rural police. And the rural police should, when report- 
ing a death, state if the body has been properly disposed of. But we can 
do nothing really effective and complete until we have established such a 
local authority as I have proposed, such as is already in fair working in many 
other provinces, 

y 





‘Lieutenant-Governor directs the publication of the Inspection Re ort 
nitary Commissioner, Bengal, on the town of Khulua tas geese 
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His Honour has read with satisfaction and pleasure the appreciative 
on by the Sanitary Commissioner of th bivalent work oa by the 
. K. D. Ghosh, formerly Civil Medical Officer of Khulna, who first laid 
e town on modern sanitary principles, and the praise bestowed by him 
, Hay Jagannadham, the present Medical Officer and Chairman of the 
icipality, for efficient municipal administration. 


Lieutenant-Governor commends the action of the Khulna Muni- 
e Commissioners of other municipalities in Bengal as an example 


es to be generally followed. 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 


_ INSPECTION REPORT OF THE SANITARY COMMISSIONER FOR 
felon BENGAL ON THE KHULNA MUNICIPALITY. 


__ Ir is more than ten years since Khulna was inspected by a Sanitary Com- 
missioner. ‘The town has, however, since been subjected to periodical visits b 
Deputy Sanitary Commissioners, of whom Dr. Oldham, on the 1st August 1804, 
seems to have made the most careful inspection. I visited Khulna on the 30th 
December 1895, having given 24 hours’ notice of my proposed inspection to the 
Chairman of the Municipality, who is the Civil Surgeon of the district, Dr. Hay 

aN madham, and with him I spent the whole day looking into all branches of 
atoal administration in every part of the town, which contains a population 
8, 
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of and covers an area of about three square miles. Since taking charge 

of the Sanitary Commissionership of Bengal in August last, it has unforta- 
itely been my unpleasant duty to bring to notice grave mismanagement and 
consequent insanitary conditions in most of the towns I have inspected. It 
was therefore a pleasant change to visit Khulna, which I found to be a clean, 
tidy, and well-managed Municipality. There is evidence of activity in every 
ranch of the municipal administration, and what is more encouraging to the 

1itary Department, is the fact that the recommendations of its officers have 
een well and speedily carried out, which shows an earnest desire on the part 
‘Chairman and Municipal Commissioners to act up to the advice of the 


3. 

2. The town of Khulna rose into’ importance in the year 1882, when it 
was created the head-quarters station of the district of the same name. It has 
co become important by being made the terminusof the Bengal Central 

wa A. 2a the starting point of the head-quarters station of the Bengal 





as 
‘Flotilla Company’s steamer service to Barisal and Noakhali. The elec- 
tem is not in force. The Commissioners,- of whom there are 15, are 
d by Government. The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, however, 
ted by the Commissioners from amongst themselves. The town is poor. 
are no wealthy resident zamindars, and no special industry to attract 
to the place. “The incidence of taxation is Re. 1-2-5 per head, which 
3 favourably with surrounding municipalities. There is apparently no 
ntént on this account, while on the other hand, the high rate of taxation 
98 the Municipal Commissioners to maintain an efficient staff to keep the 
clean and in a sanitary condition. Khulna was laid out on modern 

‘ principles by the late Dr. K. D. Ghose, who was Civil Surgeon. 
PP it a belongs the credit for the excellent arrangement of the place. 
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which .the Municipality is worked. 
managed and all the authorities seem to be doing their 


efficiency, there is scarcely anything for the Sanitary Commissioner to find — 
redsonable fault with and very little to suggest. Since, however, I looked into — 


all branches of the municipal administration, I will reourd my observation 
on each point. 4 rhiestet 
3. Drainage is efficient. The natural slope of the land isto the south,» 

and the system of drainage is as follows. Surface water is carried away’ 
by kutcha’ roadside drains to five outfalls, which discharge into the bheels 
which are on the south of the town. These bhecls discharge their con-. 


tents by means of natural khals into the rivers around “the town: thus a - 


natural and rapid outfall is ensured. I think, however, that two more outfalls 
are needed in’ order to complete the drainage system. One of these might’ 
advantageously be constructed in Shonadanga and the other in Chota Boyra, 
both running to the southern bheel. In the town itself some s lendid pucka 
drains have been, and more are being constructed. These are well look after 
and clean, Dr. Oldham in August 1894 noticed that the drainsalong the Jessore. 
road wanted cleaning and repairing in places. ‘This has since been attended 
to. He also brought to notice that onthe south side of the road the people had 
in many places blocked the drain by laying logs of wood across it to make 
aoe to their houses. ‘These have since been removed, and good culverts 
ave now been provided. In this connection I noticed that Raniganj pi 

are used, and make very good drainage channels. I thoroughly approve of 
the idea. The outfall drains, which Dr. Oldham said were Fog choked. 
with vegetation, have since been cleared, and are now unobstructed. 

4,  Water-supply.—The principal sources are the rivers Bhairub and 
Rupsa and two reserved tanks, from which the water is pumped into. closed 
reservoirs, through which it is drawn by the people by means of brass taps—an 
excellent arrangement. ‘The reserved tanks are fenced with barbed wire, and 
every precaution is taken to guard the water against pollution. ‘The river 
water is said to be good and sufficient for the peo le living on its banks, but, 
as a matter of fact, it is not good near the water's edge, where it is usually drawn 
from, as will be seen presently. The people who resort to the reservoirs are 
the best off, while those who live in the interior of the town are in need ofa 
better and more abundant supply of water than er get at present. The Muni- 
cipality, recognising this want, are excavating a large tank, 200 feet by 150 
fect by 14 feet, on the south-west side of the Ferry Ghat Road, at the junction 
of the Ferry Ghat, Road, the South Central, and Banikhana Roads, which seems 
to be a suitable locality. There are, however, two or three huts on the east 
side of the proposed tank, which will be wf a few feet from the water’s: 
edge, and are therefore sure to be a cause of pollution. They should be 
removed at once, or compensation hereafter will be heavy. Dr. Oldham su 

ted that the ground around the Toobpara road reservoir should be drained. 
his has since been done. He also suggested that the use of the water of 
Clay Gardens tank, which was suspicious, should be discouraged,. This has 
not yet been done, because the Municipality has at present no better water 
to give the people of that locality. In thi connection it has ogeurred to me 
that the sinking here of a few tube wells, which I have se orking yer 

satisfactorily in other towns, would be a boon to the people. I would ragged 

that the experiment be tried, Very good tube wells can be obtained 
Messrs. Leslie & Co., of Calcutta, for Rs. 45 for a 20 feet depth ( < 
thing complete), Rs, 47-8 for 25 feet depth, Rs. 50 for 80 feet, and Rs, 55 ‘for 

40 feet. The driving apparatus costs Rs, 45, but Messrs. Leslie & Co. 
i to lend this to any municipality rehasing tube wells from mn. 


fore, however, sending for one of these wells, it would be advisable to ascertain — 


first at what depth in Khulna water is reached, and then to purchase pains, - 
These wells should be sunk a little distance away from a tank or river. The 
water of Khulna having recently been chemically exantined and pronounced 
the Chemical Examiner to Government to be potable, though not good, I 

d not consider it necessary to go through the same process so soon again, but 
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| Phe reservoir water contained at the time of drawing, 88 germs per centi-. 
metre, Clay’s tank 282 germs, and the river as wag d as 1,176 pea er centi- 
metre. Water in which more than 100 germs are found in a centimetre is, com- 
e inne g, bad. It will thus be seen that only the reservoir water of 
chulna is of good quality, and that the river-supply is very impure, This is con- 
- trary to the result of the recent chemical analysis, which showed the river water 
to be better than the other supplies. The difference, however, is easily accounted 
, thus:—The sample for chemical analysis was taken from the middle of 
the stream, where of course the water is purest. The sample I took for 
bacteriological examination was from the water’s edge at a point below the 
bazar and the boat mogsings, where the people usually draw their supplies 
ak The water here would necessarily be more impure than in the middle of 


- 5. ‘ Conservancy.—The establishment consists of 1 jemadar, 19 mehters, 
4 yoad-sweepers, 4 cartmen, and 1 peon, who perform their duties very satis- 
factorily. By 9 a.m. the roads are swept and house-refuse removed, these being 
utilized in fillimg up excavations and hollows. By 10 a.m the night-soil is 
removed and trenched. There are three public municipal: latrines, viz., one 
near the courts, another in the bazar, and the third is by the Banakhaman road, a 
short distance from the railway station. The Court latrine, which is now 
largely used, is built of galvanized iron on a cement floor, and is surrounded by 
a brick wall, which interferes with ventilation, and is therefore a bad arrange- 
ment: it should be done away with, a screen with under ventilation being 
rovided in its stead. In other respects the latrine is very satisfactory. The 
latrine has been thoroughly repaired and put into proper order since 
* Dr. Oldham’s inspection. It is largely used and apparently much appreciated, 
The Banakhaman road latrine has also been put into good pe since 
» Dr. Oldham found fault with it. The Chairman informed me that the Munici- 
pality contemplates erecting some more public latrines, and would like to have 
them of "a that the cost was prohibitive, Messrs. Burn & Co. charging as 
much as Rs. 250 for a six-seated Horbury’s pattern iron latrine. There is no 
necessity, however, to go to Burn & Co., as Mr. Donaldson, Superintendent of 
the Presidency Jail, hastaken out a patent for a much cheaper and equally good 
public iron latrine, which, with certain alterations I have mnganeet to him, is 
admirably adapted for mufassal municipalities with limited means. It is a 
de é from the present combination system by which both liquids and 
solids descend into one receptacle ae under the user. The great fault of this 
system lies in the very natural objection, which natives have, to squat over. 
a pail from which splashing may result. Mr. Donaldson’s patent separates 
‘the liquids from the solids, and there can be little doubt that a system on these 
Tines is best for general use. It is accomplished by employing a platform 
designed so that the solids descend into one receptacle and the liquids flow 
away into another. his speciall -designed platform admits of the user per- 
forming the necessary ablution on the spot. All that is necessary are a couple 
of tarred gumlas placed underneath the platform—one in front, for the urine 
and the other behind, for the foeces,—or better still, the platform can be provid 
with a gumia for the solids and a long trough running under the seats for 
conveyance of urine and washings into a suitable receptacle at the end of 
the structure, As only solids are admitted into the gumla provided for that 
purpose, it is obvious that in a separating platform of this kind splashing is 
avoided; hence users cannot soil it above or below. In other respects, #.¢,, in 
the outward appearance, Donaldson’s patent, as modified by me, is not unlike 
rbury’s latrines, except that it has no corrugated-iron front screen. For this 
‘a mat screen is substituted, in order to. reduce the cost, which, for a six-seated 
2 is now Rs. 160, exclusive of the gumlas, mats, and cost of carriage. i 
- enclose a plan which will give the Municipality a better idea than any worded 
escripti The front mat meoen Shc 24 Bios: inches of pa i gy oa 
Prtacgee ventilation, the more of whw ere is in a latrine, the Te 
! a jatcostion on the subject may be obtained from Mr. Donaldson’s 


















ted toauniboo swith 


{1895 there had been 70 indoor and &4 
_ Dispensary scems to be a popular institution, which is appreciated by the 













a screen ! Torm, 
las. There are also a few brick-built 


» MEO hich 
cipal Act, relating to the cleansing of ‘private latrines, 


Part 
being in f 
‘amounting to Rs. 5,500 per aunum, or more than half the entire 
imcome, is levied from the people on this account, This enables the Mun 
ity to make efficient arrangements for the a brad cleansing of all a 
The night-soil is trenched in accordance with the instructions laid down 
“oneaeper viz., in trenches four feet wide, one and-a-half feet deep, and 2: 
ng; nino inches of night-soil are put intoeach trench, and the rest of the ae 
is covered in with earth. A much better and far more profitable method 
trenching is to make the trenches four feet wide, six feet long, and three bie fs 
deep, the soil inside the trench being loosened with a pickaxe to a depth 
‘of about one foot, in order to allow of percolation of the liquid night-soil — 
‘downwards. By this method co aan. lace. quicker, and the land 
is more enriched than by any other metho his procedure should there- 
fore be followed in future, and an attempt should be made to grow remun- — 
erative crops. I have explained to the Chairman that there is no reason 
the trenching ground should not be made to pay for the entire cost of » 
conservancy establishment. Dr. Jagannadham has promised to see what, he 
can do in future in this direction, The quarters built for the mehters near the 
trenching ground took my fancy. Before they were built, the mehters lived 
in miserable damp huts, and were, I am told, constantly ill, to the detriment of 
conservancy work. Since the men have been properly housed, illness amongst 
them is of rare occurrence, and the Municipality gain by having a staff that is 
always physically fit for its work, 

6. Disposal of the dead.—Tho arrangements under this head are now ~ 
satisfactory, except with regard to cremation. There is no proper burning 
ghat, but it is proposed to provide a good one on the old site by an early date. 
The new ghat will be open to the river on the east, withe a high wall on 
the west, two entrance gates, a low parapet well on the north and south, and a 
corrugated shed within this enclosure. The plan is good. I would, however, 
suggest a grate arrangement in the middle for cremation. This will be neater 
and more sanitary than the present earthwork. . 

7. Market.—Municipal, there is none, but a bazar, situated on the banks of 
the river, belonging to the Narail zamindars, is maintained by the Municipality. 
This is not a good bazar by any means: it is irregularly laid, ont, without 
drainage or stalls, and must get into a very insanitary condition during the rains, 
The Municipality proposed to improve it, collected the necessary material, 

i geniemed fe <the constr orfans una bib earnation of raised 
“oa for the sale of fish and vegetables, which are at present sold on the’ 
e ground; but just as the work was about to be put in hand, the Narail zamin- 
dars raised the question of future proprietorship and topper, darabes, eames 
in The Municipality have no wish, I understand, to do the Narail zamin- 


_ dats out of their property, and have ytictang 4 now requested them to under- 


take the work of improvement, but no action has yet been taken. The owners 
should be addressed again, and requested either to make the necessary improye- 
nts without further delay, or elso make the market over to the M igi- 
pality, so that they may do what is necessary. The present condition of the 
is insanitary, and cannot be allowed to continue, pate tte 
8. , Dispensary.— At the invitation of the Civil Surgeon, I inspected the 
Dispensary, which I found to be remarkably neat and clean and well 
for which both Dr. Jagannadham and the Civil Hospital Assistant deserve credit. 
It will soon be necessary to enlarge tho building, which is an old one of 
sional times, and is now altogether too small for present-day requirements, the __ 
number of patients, both in and outdoor, haying doubled in the last three 
In 1893 96 indoor and 4,906 outdoor patients were treated. In 1894 
the numbers increased to 125 and 6,773 re matte Up to the 29th December 
6 outdoor patients. The Khul 
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good order. A 

ital. This, when finished, will supply a much-felt want. 

Public Works Inspection Bungalow.—In. striking contrast to the neat 

s in the vicinity of the pe sh is the Public Works inspecti 

n on the banks ofthe river, w is in an unsightly, dilapidated, and 

‘condition. It should either be demolished or put into proper repair. 

Ja 3c 0. -oLanding-stages.—It is curious that in a town so well managed, and 
which is the starting point of a Flotilla Gonipasiy there is no landing-stage. 

“Phe var gine structure, which was up when the late Lieutenant-Governor 
visited Khulna, might easily, with a little alteration, be made into a very good 
ny IL 










ghat, which is very much wanted. 
Vital, Statistics—Births do not appear to be correctly registered, 
reported rate for the year 1894 was 32°23 per mille, while that for 1895 up 
to November, 29°35; the proportion of male to female births being returned as 





180 to 100, which alone shows that the registration of female births is defective, 
- gail naleg to 100 females bein about. the true proportion as proved in places 


start in the’ town, and there is every hope that it wil 


_ “\;nents which are in hand, in contemplation, completed. 


Sonos 1B. 2Oonle 


she 2nd January 1896. 





istration is correctly carried on. Ina population of 4,896 males 


“ooin which registrati 
‘and 3,771 females, the: birth-rate ought te be between 35 and 40 per mille, and 


rf ing less than that may be taken as indicative of defective registration, 

ere are special reasons, of which I am not aware, why the Khulna 

birth-rate should be below the average of other towns in which the registration 

of vital statistics is known to be correctly carried out. The death-rate of the 
town for 1894 was 19°73, and for 1895 22:54. 

_ ©"12. © Vasoination is satisfactorily performed, Calf lymph has made a good 

soon be very popular. 

IT examined 16 cases of successful vaccination, viz., 5 which had been performed 


sn lage the calf and 11 which had been done with lanoline paste, or the arm- 


method.’ I showed the Civil Surgeon, the Civil Hospital Assistant, and 
the people who had gathered around me the superiority of the vesicles of calf 
vaecination over ‘those of the other two methods, and also pointed out that 
two points, which three out of _ 16 <r one paste aa not be 
regarded as adequate protection from small-pox. othing under four points 
should be accepted as satisfactory. 
usion.—It ‘only remains for me to congratulate the Chairman 
Municipal Comtnissioners of Khulna on the ‘sanitary “condition” of their 
? 


and Municip j 
* owt, which is the cléanest and best managed I have yet seen in Bengal—a 
F t which reflects the greatest credit on all concerned. I hope when 
“next I visit, Khulna to have the pleasure of seeing the many further improye- 


Caxcurra, H. J, DYSON, F.n.c.s., 
} Sanitary Commissioner Sor Bengal, 
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Contai favourable. 


cold-weather crops fair. 


cient, but water 
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Murshidabad.—Rainfall ° 
estitnated outturn “10 annas. 







ending the rd February, 1896, 
.. Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘05. 
Sugarcane and potatoes good 


Fodder sufficient, aiso water except in thana 


at an average price of 16 seers per rupee. 
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Weather seasonable. Indigo and rabi crops doing well. as 
Paddy being threshe:}. Outturn of paddy i 


@ state of Loro (spring rice) in Daspur is not good. Prices of common — 


—Rainfall at Sadar -03. 
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wee 
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Dinajpur.—Averago rainfall ‘68. Weather very cold and cloudy. Outturn of mustard 
aa 5 be 10 annas. Land is being prepared for the cultivaion of 


No cai 
from 14 to 18 seers per rupeo. 


ane is being pressed. 


Pabna.—Rainfall nil. 
mon rice sells at Pabna 18 seers per rupee and Sirajganj 14 seors. 
_ Dacca,—Rainfall nil. Weather. seasonable. 
oattle-disease. Fodder available. Common rice sells at 14 


ur,— Average rainfall ‘53  Ploughin 
cial to rabi crops. . 


Weather cloudy and warmer. Prospects 
Sugarcane doing well. Harvesting of aman near 
Boro paddy seedlings are beii 
cient. Condition of cat 


Prospects 
State of indigo and mulberry good. Fodd 
Common rice sells at 16 seers a rupee, 
Khulna,— Rainfall at Khulna ‘09, Bagerhat +14, Satkhira +24. a 
Harvesting of aman continues, Planting of boro (spriug rice) going on. No cattle-disease, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Prices of common rice :— 


Weather warmer. 


jute and dhadoi paddy. 
ient. Common tne 


of lands for aus going on. The rain has 


Fodder and water 5 


Prospects gen 
seers per rupee. Fodder sutlicient. 


Weather seasonable. 


Chittagong.—Rainfall -03. 


moisture. Common rico 


water for cattle sufficient. 
nme ion, goa Mang “09. 
being gathered in places. Fodder 


Bhagalpur.—Rainfall at Sadar -14, Banka “17, Madhipura ‘11, Supaul 21. Weather _ 
tlediseaso, Common rioo sells at Sader 





Common rice selling at 12 to 15 
rops good. Oom- 
niictont. 

of standing crops good. No 


at intervals. Rabi 
fodder sufficient, 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘13. Paddy still being threshed. Rabi 
well except in the Barh subdivision, where the 
moisture. Prospects on the whole fair. Condition 
sufficient. Common rice selling from 17 to 21 seers per 

Gaya.—Paddy harvesting over. S 
lancing of poppy commenced in places. 
of 15} seers per rupee. 

—Rainfall at Motihari -03. 
selling at Motihari, 18} seers 


Weather cold and clow 
ted. Prospects favourable on the whole. Water an 


ported to be sufferi 
of cattle good. 


being pressed. Harvesting } 
ce 0! shoo at Sader 16 seers apt ene’ 


ll f eat 
gongs’ “mean well for want of moisture, Mustard — 


doing well. No cattle 
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conga facet the standing rati crops. rye ifr 
No cattle-disoaso. Fodder and water sufficient. a. ri 


attack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of guru sarad (late winter 
rabi nearly completed. ps a dage rice) Bc oe ted. a cattle 
to be suffering from foot-and: Common rice sells 
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___Hazaribagh.—Ttainfall at Sadar -09. Weather seasonable. More rain wanted for 
rabi crops. Poppy doing well. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice selling at 12 to 
Ri seers per rupee. 


ai i General Summary.—-There was rain over tho: of the province duri ms 
"week, but, Apsety in of tho Rajshahi and B “ip Divisions, oo. too lit 
be of much rabi crops are still suffering from lack of moisture in the Patna 
Division snd in er Hamaribagh elsewhere they are or fairly well. Reports of the Poppy 
al and of indigo in Midna dnapore, Murshidabad and B pur, continue sai 
to require rain in Champaran, oping tice is being planted, and the plo 
ee ais fects dhedst eeope tne begs in orthern Bengal. The ing of sugar- 
cane is in progress, and potatoes and mustard are being gathered. attle are suff 
from foot-and-mouth disease in Cuttack ; elsewhere they are reported well. The price 
common rice continues almost stationary. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Goyernor of Bengal, 


Revenve Department, C. E. BUCKLAND, 
The 4th February, 1896. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
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tévinions the rotall price of malt 11 seers per rapes. 
the retail oe of salt por moras ave ;—Begusaral 10} seers and Jamui 11 seers. 
val ‘Madbipura subdivisions the retail price of alt is 10 seers por rapeo, ¥: 
all prices of aalt per rupee are :—Kishangan) 9 seers and Araria 10 seors. 
ho retail prices of salt per rupee are:—Deoghar 10) seers, Godda 9 seers, Jamtara not reported, and Pakour 
ye i sof salt por rupoe aro: ajpur 10 seers, Kendrapara 10 seors and Bauki 11} sors. Are 
of salt is 9 seers por rupee, : 
is 11 seors por rupee, 


Published for general information, 
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